 Session 3541: Professional Issues Forum 

Four issues were discussed at the Professional Issues Forum, moderated by Alice Trussel.  The session began with the announcement of the 2008 Best Poster Award. The year’s recipient is Larry Thompson, for his poster “SAE-DRM: What’s Happening?”

 The first and major issue was the inclusion of ELD in ASEE’s “Publish to Present” policy. (For a better overview of this, see Amy Van Epps’ summary on the 2008 Conference Blog). For the 2009 annual conference,  session participants will be required to submit a paper (and pay the $75 processing fee).

One way around this is to have a panel discussion where papers are not required.  Discussion continue as to whether there was a limit to the number of panel discussions,  how have multiple panels would reflect on us as a division, and how we could utilize a panel discussion format for our poster session.

Another issue is the copyright of submitted papers.  There is discrepancy between the verbage in the copyright agreement and ASEE’s interpretation of the rights relinquished.  An author addendum may be entertained, but the scholarly comm. committee will be working to resolve this issue.

A few things to keep in mind:
· Use the mentoring committee if you want feedback on your submitted papers.
· You must register on time if your paper is accepted.
· Your presentation doesn’t have to be verbatim of your paper.
· Paper can be tweaked after deadline..but must be submitted by that time.

The second issue involved a gift card won someone from an institution in major negotiations with the donor.  Input  on this issue included:

· If the person is in a decision-making role, then it is a conflict of interest.
· Some institutions have policies regarding accept gifts, be sure you are aware of them.
· Do not let sponsorships/gifts interfere with evaluation of the products.

Issue three involved repurposing space (as collections shrink) without losing that space to other entities.  Some suggestions included:

· Use student use as a selling point
· Tie in ABET teamworking requirements
· Approach from a program standpoint, not just space (library as center of campus)
· Indicate that space is needed to remain relevant with changing student needs.

The  last issue pertained to SAE-DRM. We need to send a clear message to SAE that their model is not beneficial for academia.  It was suggested that we compile contract pricing and concessions for schools that subscribe to SAE.
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