Advanced Clinical Research Methods Graduate Certificate Requirements
Updated March 8, 2012
17 Total Credits (Minimum):_______, including at least 9 Credits Taken for a Numerical Grade __. 
Minimum Grade Requirements: Successful completion of a Graduate Certificate Program requires a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 for all courses required for the Certificate, and a grade of 2.7 or higher for each individual course counted toward the Certificate.

I.
Course Requirements
A.
Required Courses:
	
	Course 
	Title
	Credits
	Quarter

	ALL of the following (14 credits):

	
	EPI 542*
	Clinical Epidemiology (Prerequisite** EPI 511, or EPI 512 and EPI 513)
	
2
	SUM

	
	EPI/BIOST 536*
	Categorical Data Analysis (Prerequisite BIOST 515, or EPI 513 & either BIOST 513 or BIOST 518)
	4
	1st AUT

	
	EPI 537*
	Survival Analysis  (Prerequisite EPI 536)
	4
	1st WIN

	
	BIOST 524*
	Design of Medical Studies (Prerequisites BIOST 511 & EPI 512)
	3
	1st SPR

	
	EPI /HSERV/ or BIOST 600
	Capstone Project (See information on website.)
	1
	All

	ONE of the following (0 or 3 credits):

	
	UW BRI: 3 ethics lectures, videos,  and/or discussions 
	Biomedical Research Integrity Series: Series begins in mid-May each year and continues through summer. Registration required. http://depts.washington.edu/uwbri/
	0
	SUM

	
	     B H 536


	Research Ethics and Regulation (Offered through Bioethics and Humanities, School of Medicine)
	3
	WIN (not every year)


*Must be taken for a numerical grade.
**Equivalent courses may be substituted for these prerequisites with permission of instructor and Professor Susan Heckbert.

B.
Electives (Choose at least one course from the list below):
	
	EPI 573
	Biological Measurements in Epidemiologic Research (Prerequisite EPI 511 or EPI 512; may be taken concurrently with EPI 512)
	3
	AUT

	
	EPI 587
	Practical Aspects of Research Operations (Prior completion or concurrent enrollment in EPI 512 strongly recommended.)
	2
	1st AUT

	
	BIOST 540
	Correlated Data Regression (Prerequisite BIOST 513, 515, 518, or 536)
	3
	1st SPR

	
	HSERV 58

 HYPERLINK "http://www.washington.edu/students/crscat/hlthsvcs.html" 3
	Economic Evaluation in Health and Medicine
	3
	1st AUT

	
	HSERV 584
	Assessing Outcomes in Health and Medicine
	3
	1st WIN


Continued on Page 2

II.
Plan Your Schedule Carefully for the Following Reasons:

1.
Some courses require prerequisites (e.g., BIOST 513/518, EPI 513, etc. or equivalent with instructor permission).  Prerequisite courses should be taken as early as possible. 

2.
Most courses are offered only once per year, in a specific quarter. Some are offered only every other year.
3.
Your best ethics option is the summer Biomedical Research Integrity Series because B H 536 is only offered sporadically.

III. Program Policies and Procedures 
A.
Advising Appointment
All newly-admitted certificate students must schedule an advising appointment prior to registering for classes.  Contact Professor Susan Heckbert at heckbert@uw.edu.
B.
Course Substitutions
Students whose prior training includes one or more of the required courses may have that course requirement waived; these students are still required to earn at least 17 total credits by taking additional electives from the list.  Instructor permission may be required for some courses. All substitutions or waivers must be approved by Dr. Heckbert.

If you are currently enrolled in a graduate degree program at the University of Washington, a maximum of 6 credits of electives courses taken for the certificate program may count toward your graduate degree as “electives credit,” but no certificate courses may be used to satisfy degree core requirements, according to UW Graduate School Policy. 
C.  Capstone Project
Students will complete the Capstone Project by registering for at least 1 credit of EPI 600, BIOST 600 or HSERV 600 (Independent Study).  Your Capstone Project faculty advisor (preceptor) must approve your project in advance and agree to supervise you. At that point, contact the home department of the preceptor (Epi, Biost, or HServ) for an add code for your preceptor so that you may register to take EPI 600, BIOST 600, or HSERV 600.  If you need suggestions for potential preceptors, contact Dr. Heckbert (heckbert@uw.edu).  Students must notify the Julie Steckler (julie19@uw.edu) in the Epidemiology Program Office (EPO) of the title and preceptor for their Capstone Project before beginning the project. Once completed, the student’s preceptor must email julie19@uw.edu to confirm satisfactory completion.  
D. IRB Approval for Capstone Project
Most Capstone Projects will be either a critical literature review or a proposal, neither of which requires Institutional Review Board (IRB) review.  In the unusual circumstance when a Capstone Project involves new analysis of a research database or new data collection on human subjects, IRB approval (or exemption from the IRB) must be obtained prior to commencing research. For more information visit the Human Subjects Division at http://www.washington.edu/research/hsd/. If you cannot find the answer to your question, email HSD. 
E. Certificate Completion
A student earning a UW graduate degree must complete the certificate by the date of graduation. A student must notify the Julie Steckler (julie19@uw.edu) in the Epi Program Office the quarter prior to the planned completion quarter so the EPO can audit requirement completion.  He or she must also notify the EPO as soon as the work is complete so that the certificate can be entered into the UW Student Database in a timely manner.  A completed graduate certificate will be shown on the student’s official transcript from the University of Washington.
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