Lab Report Guidelines
· Use bold headings to indicate each section

· Use complete sentences, correct spelling, etc.

Title: Give your report a brief title that indicates the purpose of the experiment.

Scientific Problem/Question: This is the question you investigate in the experiment.  The question should test the effect of one MANIPULATED variable.

Hypothesis: This is an educated guess based on prior knowledge.  It should include: If __manipulated variable __ , then, _____responding variable__, because ___prior knowledge ____.

Experimental Design

Materials: List all materials/tools needed to conduct the experiment.

Variables: List the variables.  manipulated variable ______________  responding variable ______________.  Describe at least 2 controlled variables. 
Procedure: This is a step-by-step guide to do the experiment.  The procedure should be detailed enough for someone to be able to repeat your experiment exactly.  Be sure to include multiple trials to ensure accurate results (at least 3 trials).

Data: This section should include a table of observations/measurements.  Be sure the table is labeled and the UNITS of any measurements are indicated.

Results: This section is where you perform analysis of the data, including calculations, averages, graphs, etc.  Interpret the data.

Conclusion/Discussion: Start by answering the original question, using data to support your answer.  Summarize the results, restate and evaluate your hypothesis, and explain how the data support your findings.  Describe possible sources of error and how the procedure could be revised to address these sources.

Abstract/Summary: After you have written the entire lab report, write the abstract. The abstract actually appears at the beginning of a lab report so the reader can get an overview of the experiment before reading the entire thing.  The abstract should be written in past tense and summarize the problem, procedure, findings, and conclusions.

