Potential Groups to Research for Circular Migration:

Education

*University Professors educated in North and returning South to work in black colleges

*Business and other professionals educated in North and working in South

Musicians

Athletes

Newspaper Editors and Journalists

Northern Blacks visiting relatives

Civil Rights activists (MLK)

Topics:

1. White Southerners’ fears of educated Negroes; Return migrants would infect southern blacks with dangerous ideas about race.

2. Importance of viewing migration as a circulation, not just a destination.

3. Black mobility as symbol of black freedom and threat to racial status quo.

4. Transition in southern black press away from Washington school and toward more assertive stance – covered events in North much more regularly (Was this because of editors and journalists who had been North and returned South, or did it simply reflect a circulation of ideas that was part and parcel of circulation of people?)

5. Circulation of images and ideas, not just people; tie in with rise of mass media.

6. White migration. Did white return migrants contribute to changing politics and race relations; in what ways? How many Committee for Interracial Cooperation members had been educated or lived in North?

7. Civil Rights Movement was process of circular migration writ large. Blacks out of South as migrants and then back into South as civil rights activists; this was realization of Southern white fears. Offspring of migrants considered might be considered here as well. 

8. Christina Socialist Movement of Reinhold Neihbur had many links to South and might have been led by return migrants. 

9. Christina Cooperative Movement – cooperative interracial ventures all over the South founded by Christian Socialists inspired by Neibuhr.

Books:

Peterson, Robert, 1925-2006.
Title

Only the ball was white (biographies of Negro Leagues Players)

Individuals known to be return-migrants:

1.James Weldon Johnson (born in Florida; migrated to New York and returned to South to organize NAACP branches – only 3 southern branches when he started in 1916 and close to 50 by 1919;)

2.Walter White – same as Johnson although born in Atlanta; returned south to organized NAACP branches and also to gather information on lynching.

3.Charlotte Hawkins Brown and Mary McLeod Bethune – educated in North and returned South to found schools for blacks and active in CIC

4.Myles Horton founded Highlander Folk School and was active in Social gospel reform movement.

5.James Dombrowski and John B. Thompson – social gospel disciples of Alva Taylor

6.Zora Neale Hurston – from Florida, part of Harlem Renaissance, returned to Florida as part of WPA writers project.

7.Aubrey Williams – from Alabama, went to school and worked in Cinncinnati and Wisconsin (and France), returned South as aide to Harry Hopkins and the FERA. He first proposed CWA, forerunner to WPA.

8.Mary McLeod Bethune – most visible AA in New Deal; born in SC, went to school in Chicago, returned to teach in Southern rural schools and started own school in Florida; founded national council of negro women in 1935; mother superior of black cabinet.

9.Howar “Buck” Kester, white liberal – born VA., moved to NY as youth secretary of Fellowship of Reconciliation, an organization of religious pacifists, returned to Nashville in 1929 to study with Alva Taylor at Vandy, then charted Committee of Younger Churchmen in the South – later Fellowship of Southern Churchmen; other members included J.W. Johnson of Fisk and NAACP, and Taylor, Abram Nightingale, Gene Smathers, and James Dombrowski of Highlander.

10.Lucy Randolph Mason – white women from VA., migrated NY as executive of National Consumer’s League; returned South as an organizer for CIO Operation Dixie campaign.

11.Osceoloa McKaine – helped found SC Progressive Democratic Party in 1944


12.Thomas Sancton – white editor of The New Republic; outspoken integrationist; native of New Orleans, worked in NY, and returned South after WWII.

13.Brad Huie – white novelist from Alabama; wrote Mud on the Stars;

14.Margaret Walker – black novelist from Alabama.

15.Lilian Smith – white writer; Strange Fruit and Killer of the Dream; editor of South Today; spent time in China and Brazil where she was awakened to problems of South and returned.

Individuals need to verify:

4.Robert Moton?– successor to B.T. Washington at Tuskegee; involved in CIC

5.John Hope – first black president of Morehouse College in Atlanta

6.Mordecai Johnson – first black president of Howard university in Washington

7.Willis Weatherford – white liberal helped found Southern Sociological Congress and CIC

8.Will Alexander – white liberal head of CIC

9.Jesse Daniel Ames – antilynching activist involved in CIC

10.John Eagan – industrialist white liberal, board of CIC

11.M. Ashby Jones – Baptist pastor; board of CIC

12.R.E. Jones – black member of CIC

13.Carrie Parks Johnson – head of CIC Division of Women’s Work

14.Arthur Raper – CIC; author of anti-lynching study

15.Carter Woodson – black historian; founder of Journal of Negro History; born Virginia

16,Alva Taylor – head of school of religion at Vandy; social gospel movement (was it filled with return migrants? – other Taylor disciples include Myles Horton, James Dombrowski, and John B. Thompson who met while at Union Theological seminary in NY and then went south; 

17.HL Mitchell of Southern Tenant Farmers Union.

18.A Philip Randolph – did he return South on behalf of CIO in 30’s?

19.James Ford – did he return South as CP organizer?

