
Finance & Budget Committee 
2019-2020 Meeting Minutes 

 
Friday, May 1, 2020, 11:30am 
HUB 314: GPSS Board Table 

 
PRESENT: 
Shane Schrader – Treasurer; Committee Chair 
Becky Tran – Budget Specialist, Staff 
Danielle Brown, GPSS Senator; Committee Vice Chair 
Julia Overfelt, GPSS Senator, 2020-2021 GPSS Treasurer 
Terrence Pope, GPSS Executive Senator 
Ted Cohen, GPSS Senator 
Jared Canright, GPSS Senator 
Simon Crean, GPSS Senator 
A.J. Balatico, GPSS Senator 
 
NOT PRESENT: 
 
 
Shane calls the Meeting to order at 11:32 am. 
 
OVERVIEW 

Becky provides each member an agenda, copy of last week’s meeting minutes, Departmental 
Allocations: Departmental Allocation: Scandinavian Studies Department - Multipurpose Room 
Equipment application and survey, and the General Fund Expenditure Resolution. 
 
1. Call to Order 

a. Approval of Agenda 
 

Simon moves to approve the agenda. Terrence seconds. No objections. Motion passes. 
 

b. Approval of the Minutes 
 
Ted  moves to approve last week’s minutes. Danielle seconds. No objections. Motion passes. 

 
 
2. Departmental Allocation: Scandinavian Studies Department - Multipurpose Room Equipment 

Shane gives a refresher to the committee: on April 17, the Scandinavian Studies 
Department presented their request for $1,000 towards purchasing new furniture for their 
multipurpose room to the F+B committee. While they had a graduate student present, two of 
the department’s administrators also attended the meeting and were the primary presenters. 
The committee’s main concern was that this proposal was solely spearheaded by the 
administrators with no graduate student awareness. So, we requested that they send out a 
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survey to their graduate students to see if they supported it. They got back to us and 
forwarded email responses from their graduate students. 6 out of 10-12 students responded 
in strong support. 
 
Terrence is in favor of funding Scandinavian Studies and finds their survey answers 
satisfactory as proof that there is graduate student support. 
 
Simon asks how much of our Departmental Allocation funds have we used for far? 
 
Becky answers we’ve spent $2,569.80 of our $5,000 budget, which is about 51%. And also 
mentions that we’ve previously discussed reallocating the leftover Special Allocations 
budget towards Departmental Allocations because RSO’s are currently unable to hold 
events in person and we can fund capital items for departments. 

 
Danielle makes a motion to fund at $1,000. Terrence seconds.  
 
Ted objects on the basis that he thinks we’re funding them too much and doesn’t think we’ve 
previously funded other departments at this level. Especially since this request seems to be 
spearheaded by the department’s administrators and not graduate students. He thinks we 
should fund them, but just at a lower amount. 
 
Danielle explains her reasoning for fully funding this request is because they sent out a 
survey, like we asked, and it showed that graduate students in their department are in favor 
of this proposal. But she is open to an amended amount. 
 
Ted also mentions that based on past trends, he thinks we have fully funded all 
departmental allocation requests. 
 
Becky confirms that we’ve fully funded all departmental allocation requests that we have 
received thus far. 
 
Ted rescinds his objection. Vote moves forward. 
 
VOTE: ALL vote YES. No objections. No absentions. Motion passes. 
 
 

3. General Fund Expenditure Resolution 
Ted introduces this resolution because the current set of guidelines towards spending 
General Funds fall solely on Exec. To establish a better check and balance process, he 
proposes that any funding request under $1,000 can be granted by Exec, anything between 
$1,000-$5,000 will need to be presented and approved by Exec and F+B, and any requests 
above $5,000 needs to be presented to and voted by the GPSS Senate. This is to prevent 
any sole GPSS group from having too much power in deciding what happens to a big chunk 
of the General Fund. Ted says he’s still going  Ted asks people for their thoughts and 
comments on his resolution draft so far. 
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Terrence asks what’s the current process of withdrawing funds from the General Fund and 
asks Ted to explain why he thinks this resolution is necessary. 
 
Ted answers that currently, all General Fund requests go to Exec for approval and do not 
need to get passed by F+B or Senate. This is to ensure that something like the large 
General Fund allocation towards the Endowment doesn’t happen without the Senate’s 
knowledge or say so. Ted does not believe that one entity, Exec, should have that much 
power over a large chunk of money. Exec can automatically fund anything under $1,000 if 
they choose to. But anything over $1,000 and under $5,000 will require a second pair of 
eyes and approval by F+B. And anything over $5,000 will need to be voted on by the entire 
Senate body. 
 
Terrence thanks Ted for this explanation and expresses that it makes sense. 
 
Shane mentions the reason there’s such a large amount in the General Fund is because of 
poor budgeting and accounting in previous years and finally Robbie during the 2018-2019 
year delved into the issue and started the process of getting the budget back on track. There 
are currently no bylaws about how the funds are to be managed, so it’s fallen on Exec to 
make all decisions as for what funds get taken out of the General Fund during the academic 
year. 
 
Shane asks Jared what he thinks about the resolution. 
 
Jared answers that he thinks it’s a good resolution but thinks there needs to be more 
specific WHEREAS and THAT statements included. Right now it seems too generalized. 
 
Ted asks if anyone is willing to co-sponsor this resolution with him. 
Shane says he will definitely put his name on this. 
Jared also agrees. 
 
Ted says he doesn’t think he has enough information to feel comfortable sponsoring this 
resolution yet. He wants to see more fleshed out WHEREAS and THAT statements, but 
once Ted has finished these statements, he would be willing to sponsor. 
 
Danielle agrees with Terrence. She doesn’t feel like she has enough information yet but 
might be interested in sponsoring later down the road. 
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Ted thanks the committee for their input and asks if anyone has any other comments or 
suggestions, to let him know before Wednesday. He is going to present this proposal to 
Exec this upcoming Wednesday. He is also going to send out an update later to the 
committee for more input. 

 
4. Adjourn 

Ted moves to adjourn the meeting. Simon seconds. No objections.  
 
The Meeting was adjourned at 11:58 pm. 
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