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SOIL FOR GARDENERS 

Special thanks to the individuals and organizations who have contributed these materials to the library. 
 

 
 

BOOKS 
Applehof, Mary. WORMS EAT MY GARBAGE. 
Kalamazoo, MI: Flower Press, 1982. 
S 661.2 .E2 A77 1982 
 
Beeby, John. TEST YOUR SOIL WITH PLANTS! Willits, 
CA: Ecology Action, 1997. 
S 593 .B44 1997 
 
Bial, Raymond. A HANDFUL OF DIRT. New York: 
Walker, 2000. 
Children’s S 591 .B53 2000 
 
Campbell, Stu. LET IT ROT! : THE GARDENER’S GUIDE 
TO COMPOSTING. 3rd ed. Pownal, VT: Storey 
Communications, 1998. 
S 661 .C36 1998 
 
Campbell, Stu. MULCH IT! Pownal, VT: Storey Books, 
2001. 
S 661.5 .C35 2001 
 
Cullen, Mark. THE URBAN/SUBURBAN COMPOSTER. 
New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1994. 
S 661 .C84 1994 
 
Dunne, Niall, editor. HEALTHY SOILS FOR 
SUSTAINABLE GARDENS. Brooklyn, NY: Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden, 2009. 
S 596.75 .D86 2009 
 
Gershuny, Grace. START WITH THE SOIL. Emmaus, PA: 
Rodale Press, 1993. 
S 596.75 .G47 1993 
 
Hall, Jenny and Iain Tolhurst. GROWING GREEN: 
ANIMAL-FREE ORGANIC TECHNIQUES. White River 
Junction, VT: Chelsea Green, 2007. 
SB 324.3 .H25 2007 
 
Hanson, Beth, ed. EASY COMPOST: THE SECRET TO 
GREAT SOIL AND SPECTACULAR PLANTS. Brooklyn: 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden, 1997. 
S 661 .H26 1997 
 

Hay, Jim. FEEDING PLANTS THE ORGANIC WAY. 
London: Ward Lock, 1991. 
SB 654 .H39 1991 
 
HEALTHY SOIL (BEST OF FINE GARDENING SERIES). 
Newtown, CT: Taunton Press, 1995. 
S 596.75 .H43 1995 
 
Howard, Sir Albert. THE SOIL AND HEALTH; A STUDY 
OF ORGANIC AGRICULTURE. New York: The Devin-
Adair Company, 1947. 
SB 453.5 .H69 1947 
 
Logsdon, Gene. THE GARDENER’S GUIDE TO BETTER 
SOIL. Emmaus, PA: Rodale Press, 1975. 
S 596.75 .L64 1975 
 
Lowenfels, Jeff. TEAMING WITH MICROBES: A 
GARDENER’S GUIDE TO THE SOIL FOOD WEB. 
Portland, OR: Timber Press, 2006. 
S 591 .L69 2006 
 
Martin, Deborah L. and Grace Gershuny, eds. THE 
RODALE BOOK OF COMPOSTING. Emmaus, PA: 
Rodale Press, 1992. 
S 661 .R62 1992 
 
McGrath, Mike. MIKE MCGRATH’S BOOK OF 
COMPOST. New York: Sterling Publishing Company, 
2006. 
S 661 .M34 2006 
 
Nancarrow, Loren and Janet Hogan Taylor. THE WORM 
BOOK. Berkeley, CA: Ten Speed Press, 1998. 
S 661.2 .E2 N26 1998 
 
Nardi, James B. LIFE IN THE SOIL: A GUIDE FOR 
NATURALISTS AND GARDENERS. Chicago, IL: 
University of Chicago Press, 2007. 
QH 541.5 .S6 N27 2007 
 
Ogden, Scott. GARDENING SUCCESS WITH DIFFICULT 
SOILS. Dallas, TX: Taylor Publishing Company, 1992. 
S 596.75 .O43 1992 
 



Pears, Pauline. ALL ABOUT COMPOST. Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent: Search Press, 1999. 
S 661 .P42 1999 
 
Portman, Michelle Eva. COMPOST, BY GOSH! : AN 
ADVENTURE WITH VERMICOMPOSTING. Kalamazoo, 
MI: Flower Press, 2003. 
Children’s SB 457 .P67 2003 
 
RODALE ORGANIC BASICS, VOLUME 2: SOIL. 
Emmaus, PA: Rodale Press, 2000. 
S 591 .R63 2000 
 
Roulac, John W. BACKYARD COMPOSTING. Ojai, CA: 
Harmonious Press, 1995. 
S 661 .B32 1995 
 
Savage, Candace. GET GROWING! : HOW THE EARTH 
FEEDS US. Buffalo, NY: Firefly  Books, 1991. 
Children’s S 604.5 .S38 1991 
 
Solomon, Steve. ORGANIC GARDENER’S 
COMPOSTING. Portland, OR: Van Patten Publishing, 
1993. 
PNW S 661 .S65 1993 
 
Stell, Elizabeth. SECRETS TO GREAT SOIL. Pownal, VT: 
Storey Publishing, 1998. 
S 596.75 .S84 1998 
 
Stewart, Amy. THE EARTH MOVED: ON THE 
REMARKABLE ACHIEVEMENTS OF EARTHWORMS. 
Chapel Hill, NC: Algonquin Books, 2004. 
S 661 .E2 S84 2004 
 
Stout, Ruth. HOW TO HAVE A GREEN THUMB 
WITHOUT AN ACHING BACK: A NEW METHOD OF 
MULCH GARDENING. New York: Exposition Press, 
1955. 
SB 455 .S87 1955 
 
Stout, Ruth and Richard Clemence. THE RUTH STOUT 
NO-WORK GARDEN BOOK. Emmaus, PA: Rodale Press, 
1971. 
SB 455 .S87 1971 
 
DVD 
THE ROAD TO HEALTHY PUBLIC SPACES: 
SUSTAINABLE GARDENING PRACTICES. Seattle: 
Tractor Girl Productions, 2007. 
DVD 08 2007 

 
VERTICAL FILE 
SEE: COMPOST/COMPOSTING; MULCHES; SOILS 

 
JOURNALS 
Kitchen Garden 
Mother Earth News 
Organic Gardening 

Permaculture Activist 
Seattle Tilth Newsletter 

 
WEBSITES 
King County Solid Waste: Composting & Soils 
http://your.kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/naturalyardcare/compost.asp 

 
National Sustainable Agriculture Information Service – 
Soils & Compost 
http://attra.ncat.org/soils.html 
 
Seattle Public Utilities – Composting 
http://www.seattle.gov/util/Services/Yard/Composting/index.asp 

 
Seattle Tilth 
http://www.seattletilth.org/ 

 
UC Santa Cruz Center for Agroecology: 
For the Gardener: Building Fertile Soil 
http://casfs.ucsc.edu/publications/gardenideas/soilfert.html 

 
Washington State University Extension: Composting 
http://gardening.wsu.edu/stewardship/compost/compost.htm 

 
Soil Testing:  
A & L Western Laboratories 
http://www.al-labs-west.com/sections/anservices/ 
 
King County Public Health – Testing for Toxins 
http://www.kingcounty.gov/healthservices/health/ehs/toxic/ResidentTesting.aspx 

 
Oregon State University 
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/catalog/html/ec/ec628/ 

 
University of Massachusetts 
http://www.umass.edu/plsoils/soiltest/ 
 
Washington State University – List of labs 
http://wsprs.wsu.edu/AnalyticalLabsEB1578E.pdf 
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