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Todayôs Objectivesé 

Å Describe eight different types of curriculum 
modifications and adaptations  

Å Show examples of what these modifications 
look like, and how they be easily used in order 
to increase a childôs access, participation and 
learning  

Å Use the planning worksheet to identify and 
describe the modifications you plan to use for 
a specific child in your Head Start classroom 
or program.  
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The Foundation  
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Erika  
ÅErika is a 4 year old girl who attends a 

full -day Head Start Program. Her 
teachers report that she has trouble 
participating during learning center time 
and in group activities such as circle and 
small group. Her teachers have been 
spending extra time with her to try and 
redirect her and help her to access 
information, toys and peers.  
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Erika beforeé 
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Moving up the framework  

HSCI Curriculum Modifications Module  



8 

ACTIVITY:  
After tending to the 
foundationé 
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HSCI Child Assessment Worksheet  

Child:___Erika________________  Teacher:__Ms. Janet__________________ Date:__April, 2010______________ 

Daily Schedule  Classroom Expectations  Childôs Level of Performance  

Opening Circle  Kids sit on their mats. Participate in 

activities. Eyes on the teacher. Raise 

hand before talking. 

Strength______  
Average______  
Area of Concern__X____  

Small Group Kids sit at tables. Ask for and share 

materials with other children. Participate 

in activity. 

Strength______  
Average______  
Area of Concern__X____  

Outside Kids explore the playground. Share 

materials. Play safe games. 

Strength__X____  
Average______  
Area of Concern______  

Lunch Time Kids sit at table. Have conversations 
with peers. Pass food when asked. 

Strength______  
Average___X___  
Area of Concern______  

Center Time Kids explore the learning centers.  Strength______  
Average______  
Area of Concern___X___  

Songs and Word Play Sit on mat. Raise hand to talk. 
Participate in lesson. Eyes on the 
teacher. 

Strength______  
Average______  
Area of Concern_X_____  

Closing Circle Sit or lay on mat. Eyes on the teacher. 
Participate in story and song. 

Strength______  
Average______  
Area of Concern___X___  
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Child Assessment Worksheet  

ÅComplete the Child Assessment Worksheet  

ÅFeel free to work in teams or with people at 
your table  
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So What is a Curriculum Modification?  
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Curriculum Modifications & Adaptations  

 

Environmental Support  

Materials Modification  

Simplify the Activity  

Special Equipment  

Peer Support  

Adult Support  

Child Preferences  

Invisible Support  
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ÅEnvironmental 
support : Altering the 
physical, social, and/or 
temporal environment to 
promote participation, 
engagement and learning  
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Blue plastic tray provides 

physical/visual support.   

Child has more information 

about where her materials 

required for the activity are 

located. 
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Child holds chart at 

circle time featuring  

reminders of expected 

behavior 
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Stop sign provides a visual 

reminder that the activity is 

not currently available 
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Here a children have difficulty 

arranging themselves at group 

time so everyone has enough 

space with a mat and their name 

behind them.  
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Modify Materials/  
Materials adaptation :  

Modifying materials so 
that the child can 
participate as 
independently as 
possible  
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Here a child is not yet using a 

functional grasp, so a 

materials adaptation is 

created by using a table easel 

to help her keep her hand in 

the appropriate position.  
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By building this puzzle 

on a tray, this child is 

able to put the puzzle 

away intact, and 

continue working on it 

at a later time.  
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ÅSpecial Equipment :  
Special or adaptive 
devices that allow a 
child to participate or 
increase a childôs 
level of participation  
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This Rifton type chair provides 
more stability to support this 

childôs trunk so that she can fully 
participate in meal times along 

side her peers.  
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