Faculty Meeting Minutes

Department of Health Services

January 16, 2007

3 PM

H-670, HSB

Bill Dowling, Betty Bekemeier, Fred Connell, Doug Conrad, Bonnie Duran, Steve Gloyd, Dave Grembowski Amy Hagopian, Peggy Hannon, Peter House, Colleen Huebner, Aaron Katz, Branko Kopjar,  Ginger McMahan, Bud Nicola, Mark Oberle, James Pfeiffer, Sarena Seifer, Leslee Shanahan, Jack Thompson, Anne Turner

ANNOUNCEMENTS

1. Introduction of Bonnie Duran, DrPH, Associate Professor

Bonnie Duran was introduced as a newly appointed Associate Professor in the Department of Health Services.  She briefed those present on her current research activities, including several ongoing projects with the Navajo Nation and a project to empirically investigate mechanisms of CBPR.  Bonnie stated that she is very open to collaborating with faculty interested in doing research with Native populations, particularly in the areas of mental health and practice- or evidence-based translational research.  Bonnie is also based at the UW Indigenous Wellness Research Institute where she is Director of the Institute’s Center for Indigenous Health Research.  
2. Introduction of Peggy Hannon, PhD, Acting Assistant Professor

Peggy Hannon was introduced as a newly appointed Acting Assistant Professor in the Department of Health Services.  Peggy is associated with the SBS track and is based at the Health Promotion Research Center.  
3. Recent or Pending Awards
a. Public Health Funding and Population Health, RWJ—Dave Grembowski

b. Hearing Loss and Quality of Life of Children and Youth, NIDCD/NIH —Donald Patrick

c. Pentecostalism and Utilization of HIV/AIDS Treatment Services in Central Mozambique, NIH—James Pfeiffer

d. Kansas Community Health Interns External Evaluation—Jack Thompson/NWCPHP

e. Surgical Versus Conservative Treatment of Metastatic Epidural Spinal Cord Compression (MESCC). Quality of Life and Cost-Effectiveness Outcomes, AO Spine North America—Branko Kopjar

f. Community Tracking Study (continuing, Round VI), RWJ—Aaron Katz

4. Health Information Administration name change to Health Informatics and Information Management
The proposed name change will better reflect current changes in the field of health information.  SPHCM Dean Pat Wahl has approved the change and it is currently under review by the UW Faculty Council on Academic Standards.
5. UW 2007 Outstanding Public Service Award nominations
Nominations are due January 26, 2007.

6. Grants.gov deadlines—Ginger McMahan

Ginger McMahan reminded the faculty that when submitting grants to OSP through the Grants.gov portal, the final science submission deadline is five days from the final deadline to allow time for errors to be detected at the ERA Commons.
7. Life Science Discovery Fund RFP—Doug Conrad

Doug Conrad announced that there will be a research committee meeting on Friday, January 19 at 1:30 PM in H-670.  At this meeting, a full discussion of the Life Science Discovery Fund will take place.  All are invited.  The Life Science Discovery Fund is a fund created out of state tobacco settlement money.  The first RFP from these funds pertains to health information technology.  

8. Perspectives in Public Health on April 26, 2007—Leslee Shanahan

Leslee Shanahan invited faculty to submit information that illustrates the critical role of public health.  The SPHCM Development Office will use this information to put together a program as part of the Alumni Day, Perspectives in Public Health event on April 26, 2007.  Faculty should submit information to Judith Minton (jmminton@u.washington.edu), Director of Development, SPHCM.
9. Staff promotion
Kitty Andert has been promoted to Manager of the in-residence MPH/MS/PhD programs.
DISCUSSION

1. Update on Global Health Department—Steve Gloyd

Steve Gloyd reported that the Gates Foundation is setting up a large global health metrics center.  The center most likely will be located at South Lake Union.  Also, the International Health MPH currently housed in Health Services and in Epidemiology will transfer to the Department of Global Health.  As Associate Chair for Education and Curriculum in Global Health, Steve is directly involved in this transition.  I-TECH will also be shifted to Global Health.  Contrary to expectation, Steve said that he thought that Health Alliance International and the Global Health Fellows program would remain in Health Services.  
Steve indicated that Department of Global Health may not be pursing space in UW Tower and for the time being would be located in multiple sites.  

2. Update on Center for Public Health Informatics—Mark Oberle
Mark Oberle reported that in Fall 2007, the Center will be hosting an international public health informatics conference in conjunction with the University of Manchester. The Center is also working on an adaptation of information access for public health practitioners. (A test version is visible at http://www.myph.org.). Anne Turner, Bryant Karras and Janet Baseman (EPI) were just funded by an RWJF grant (Common Ground) to work with improving health department use of information in collaboration with Kitsap County and Spokane.  A six-person delegation from the CDC/NCPHI will make a “campus” visit February 1-2.
3. Enrollment targets for 2007-08 academic year—Bill Dowling

In recent years, enrollment caps were in place because of a shortage of state instructional dollars, but it is expected that funding will increase in the next biennium.  It is thought that caps should be relaxed for all tracks and in particular for IH MPH students as the transition of that program to Global Health gets underway. 
4. RST audit and FEC review—Ginger McMahan

Ginger McMahan reminded those present that the Department has recently undergone a retroactive salary transfer (RST) audit.  The results of the audit were favorable and the determination was that all RSTs reviewed were allowable, but that in the future, the Department needs to provide more documentation to establish why a RST is needed, particularly if the request is filed more than 120 days after the original allocation.  Ginger is now reviewing all RSTs.  

The UW has rolled out a new version of the Faculty Effort Certification (FEC).  Individual faculty members are now reviewing and signing these forms.  (In the past, Bill Dowling signed them.)  Another difference is that only grants are noted on these forms and all other support (state, instructional, etc.) is reported in aggregate.  Faculty with questions about FECs and/or effort reporting should contact Ginger McMahan or Christy Sherwood.  

5. Space survey—Ginger McMahan

In response to a space survey distributed by the Dean’s Office, Bill Dowling indicated that Department centers might be potential tenants of UW Tower.  At the same time, it was acknowledged that converting rates from off-campus to on-campus rates is not an insignificant step for centers.  Also, a potential drawback of the space in UW Tower is that there are no offices, only cubicles, and no offices can be built in the space.  Bill pointed out that consolidating centers there could foster intellectual community and facilitate better staff utilization.  UW Computing and Communications will also be in the UW Tower and this may be advantageous for projects that require a robust computing infrastructure.  

6. Graduate School Council discussion of PhD review committee recommendations—Bill Dowling
Bill Dowling briefed those present that the last step of the PhD Program review had taken place and that the entire process had gone very well.  The final recommendation of the committee’s recommendation was for the next review to occur in 10 years but for an interim report to be written at the end of three years. The primary purpose of the interim report will be to inform the Graduate School of the status of the PhD Program funding.
FACULTY ACTIONS

The faculty present voted unanimously to recommend to the entire faculty approval of the following appointments.  An e-mail ballot was sent out for a vote of the full voting faculty.
Mark Alstead, BA, Manager, Public Health – Seattle & King County, proposed for Affiliate Instructor associated with COPHP by Bud Nicola.

Daniel Chang, MPA, Director of Headquarters Operations, Health Alliance International, proposed for Clinical Assistant Professor associated with IHP by Steve Gloyd.

Andrea Gerber, MEd, Public Health Educator, Public Health – Seattle & King County, proposed for Affiliate Instructor associated with COPHP by Bud Nicola.

Kenneth Gimbel-Sherr, PhD Candidate, MPH, Mozambique Country Director, Health Alliance International, proposed for Clinical Assistant Professor associated with IHP by Steve Gloyd.

Tao Sheng Kwan-Gett, MD, MPH, Medical Epidemiologist, Public Health – Seattle & King County, proposed for Clinical Associate Professor associated with COPHP by Bud Nicola.  

Jsani Henry, MPH, MSW, HIV/STD Resource Center Coordinator, Public Health – Seattle & King County, proposed for Affiliate Instructor associated with COPHP by Bud Nicola.  

Erin MacDougall, PhD, Program Manager, Public Health – Seattle & King County, proposed for Affiliate Instructor associated with COPHP by Bud Nicola.

Kurt O’Brian, MS, Senior Organizational Development Consultant, UWMC, proposed for Clinical Instructor associated with MHA by Will Welton.  

Janice Rabkin, PhD, MPH, Epidemiologist, Public Health – Seattle & King County, proposed for Affiliate Assistant Professor associated with COPHP by Bud Nicola.  

Karen Snyder PhD, MPH, Qualitative Epidimiologist, Public Health – Seattle & King County, proposed for Affiliate Assistant Professor associated with COHPH by Bud Nicola.

Diana Vinh, BA, BSN, Advanced Practice Nurse Specialist, Public Health – Seattle & King County, proposed for Affiliate Instructor associated with COPHP by Bud Nicola.

