Faculty Meeting Minutes

Department of Health Services

October 16, 2007

3 PM

H-670, HSB

Bill Dowling, Chair; Stephen Bezruchka, Rick Carlson, Doug Conrad, Howard Greenwald, Gail Greenwood, Amy Hagopian, Lynne Hamilton, Peggy Hannon, Jeff Harris, Peter House, Colleen Huebner, Aaron Katz, Bill Lafferty, Ginger McMahan, Gretchen Murphy, Mark Oberle, James Pfeiffer, Hector Rodriguez, Marsha Steele, Andy Stergachis, Jack Thompson, Anne Turner, Cindy Watts, Will Welton, Tom Wickizer
ANNOUNCEMENTS

1. Announcements?
Gretchen Murphy introduced Marsha Steele who will be teaching in the Health Informatics and Health Information Program. 
Jack Thompson announced that the Third Annual UW/UBC/SF symposium is scheduled for January 4 and 5, 2008 in LaConner, Washington. 

2. Sharyne Shiu-Thornton accepts position as Executive Director of the International District Housing Alliance

Sharyne Shiu-Thornton reported that while she is very busy in her new position, she hopes to continue involvement with Health Services through guest lecturing, workshops, and student mentoring. For more information about the International District Housing Alliance, visit http://www.apialliance.org/idha/ .
3. New SBS director

Bill Dowling announced that Dave Grembowski will be SBS Program Director effective January 1, 2008.
4. Name change for Health and Policy Research track 

The SPHCM Curriculum Committee requested that the name of the Health and Policy Research track be changed to eliminate potential confusion between that track and the new Health Policy Analysis and Process track. Bill Lafferty announced that the new name is Health Care and Population Health Research. The HPR acronym will be retained for administrative reasons. 

5. Nominations for SPHCM Distinguished Alumni Award

Bill Dowling encouraged those present to consider submitting nominations for the SPHCM Distinguished Alumni award to the Dean’s Office. The deadline is February 1, 2008.
DISCUSSION

1. Update on chair search—Andy Stergachis

Andy Stergachis distributed a roster of the search committee and reported that a meeting is scheduled for October 29, 2007. At this meeting, he plans to finalize a position announcement and identify places to advertise. 
Bill Dowling asked those present to review a draft position description he had written. Sharyne Shiu-Thornton recommended the ad clearly state that intellectual diversity was a departmental priority. Jack Thompson suggested the ad be written so that those with DrPH degrees would be eligible to apply. Faculty were unanimous that the description strongly state that a visionary leader with proven management skills was sought, and that this was more important than requiring candidates to demonstrate a highly developed research program. Bill Dowling agreed to rewrite the ad based on this feedback and to send it to Andy Stergachis.
2. Update on PHI faculty search—Mark Oberle

Mark Oberle said that the search committee met for the first time and that candidate seminars most likely will take place in November. He reported that the need for a faculty member has recently become more pronounced as the Center for Public Health Informatics has recently been awarded over a million dollars in supplements and Gates Foundation awards. 
3. Update on MCH faculty search—Colleen Huebner

Colleen Huebner encouraged those present to attend the three upcoming candidate seminars and question and answer sessions. 
4. Request to open a search for assistant professor associated with Health Promotion Research Center—Jeff Harris
Jeff Harris outlined his Center’s need for a full time faculty member, ideally with expertise in psychology. Sharyne Shiu-Thornton recommended that the desired qualifications be expanded to include doctoral work in social work.  
Those present unanimously approved to recommend a search to the voting faculty. 

5. Joint Biostatistics/Health Services faculty position—Bill Dowling

Bill Dowling reported that in anticipation of Paula Diehr’s eventual retirement, he has begun to craft a preliminary job description for her replacement for final approval by Bruce Weir, Chair of Biostatistics. In addition, the Department’s LSDF grant proposal includes a “to-be-named” biostatistician. In the discussion that followed, those present expressed that even if the Department’s proposal for the LSDF is not successful, a biostatician will still be needed and that the plan to work with Biostatistics in opening a search should move forward. 
With the support of those present, Bill Dowling agreed to speak to Bruce Weir about next steps. 

6. Faculty endowed student scholarship opportunity—Bill Dowling

Bill Dowling reminded those present of the opportunity to be part of the UW Campaign for endowed student scholarships. The University will give matching funds for pledges of $5000 or more until December 31, 2008.
FACULTY ACTIONS

The faculty present voted unanimously to recommend to the entire faculty approval of the following appointments.  An e-mail ballot was sent out for a vote of the full voting faculty.

Paul Hebert PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of Health Policy, Mount Sinai School of Medicine, proposed for Research Associate Professor to be primarily associated with the PhD Program and for general membership in the Graduate Faculty commensurate with appointment as Research Investigator at the Northwest HSR&D by Diane Martin. 

Selected through a joint national search conducted by the Northwest HSR&D and the Department of Health Services. 

Christian Helfrich PhD, Research Investigator, Northwest HSR&D, proposed for Assistant Professor to be primarily associated with the MHA Program and for general membership in the Graduate Faculty commensurate with appointment at Northwest HSR&D by Will Welton. 

Selected through a joint national search conducted by the Northwest HSR&D and the Department of Health Services. 

Proposed courtesy faculty actions

Associated with EDP

Neil Sofian, MSPH, CEO and Co-Founder, The NewSof Group, Inc., proposed for Clinical Assistant Professor and general membership in the Graduate Faculty by Tom Wickizer.

Deborah Shattuck, BA, Public Information Specialist, MCH Program, proposed for Clinical Instructor by Tom Wickizer.

Associated with HIHM

Martin Mendelson, MD, PhD, Health Informatics Specialist, Western State Hospital, proposed for Clinical Professor by Gretchen Murphy.
Associated with HPR

Eileen Klein, MD, Associate Professor of Pediatrics proposed for Adjunct Associate Professor and for general membership in the Graduate Faculty by Bill Lafferty.

Associated with HPRC

Jim LoGerfo, MD proposed for Adjunct Professor commensurate with change of primary department to the Department of Global Health.  

Associated with MHA 

Ken White, PhD, Senior Business Consultant, Information Technology, Group Health Cooperative, proposed for Clinical Assistant Professor by Will Welton. 
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