Faculty Meeting Minutes

Department of Health Services

November 21, 2006

3 PM

H-670, HSB

Bill Dowling, Chair; Betty Bekemeier, Rick Carlson, Fred Connell, Doug Conrad, Gail Greenwood, Dave Grembowski, Amy Hagopian, Peter House, Colleen Huebner, Lynne Hamilton, Aaron Katz, Branko Kopjar, Bill Lafferty, Ginger McMahan, Mary Anne Mercer, Bud Nicola, Mark Oberle, Jeremy Sappington, Jack Thompson, Anne Turner, Cindy Watts
ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Announcements?

a. Anne Turner announced a RWJ Common Ground grant with Kitsap County.  A similar award is expected for Bryant Karras to work with Spokane. These grants are to help public health departments to understand and use public health information systems.
b. Bill Lafferty asked about the Graduate School’s recent concern about an under-enrollment of graduate students.  Bill Dowling clarified that while deans have asked departments to decrease enrollment in response to inadequate state funding for instruction, this has resulted in too great a decrease across the University and is jeopardizing state funding.  Bill Dowling indicated that discussion of adjustments to Health Services enrollment targets for the upcoming admission cycle would be a topic at an upcoming Program Director meeting.  

Bill Dowling updated those present on President Emmert’s recent efforts to increase base funding for UW to bring it to the 60th percentile of state-funded universities.  Assuming the legislature will not fully fund this level, President Emmert is asking for permission to raise tuition rates. 
c. Jack Thompson reminded those present of the upcoming UBC Symposium on December 1 and 2.  

2. Kudos

a. Evaluation of Washington State Diabetes Collaborative, WA DOH—Doug Conrad

b. Improving Access to Improve Quality in an HMO, AHRQ—Dave Grembowski

c. Center for Health Marketing and Communication, CDC—Jeff Harris (New center grant)

d. Policy Legislation and Nutrition (PLAN): What Works to Improve Student Health?, RWJF—Donna Johnson 

e. Biobehavioral Cancer Prevention and Control Training Program, NCI—Donald Patrick (Competing renewal)

f. Quality of Life of Overweight Youth:  A Multicultural View, NIH—Donald Patrick

g. Assessment of Legal and Financial Barriers to Privately Funded Substance Abuse Treatment for Adolescents and Young Adults, Science and Management of Addictions Foundation—Tom Wickizer

3. Annual UW teaching award nominations

DISCUSSION

1. MCH faculty search—Bill Dowling and Colleen Huebner  

Colleen Huebner briefed those present on the need, due to the retirement of Michelle Bell, for an additional faculty member at the assistant professor level in the MCH Program.  The proposed position would be primarily with MCH, but the new faculty member would also be able to serve as a resource for the rest of the Department.  Preferably, candidates would have strong quantitative skills and demonstrate a population focus in their work.  
Forty to forty five percent of the funding for the position would come from the MCH training grant.  An additional ten percent, according to Bill Dowling, could come from the Department.  Epidemiology would also potentially contribute.  Both Bill Dowling and Doug Conrad emphasized that the proposed search was an excellent opportunity to increase diversity among faculty members. 
Colleen Huebner indicated she would finalize a job description.  She invited faculty members to contact her, Bill Dowling, or Candace Tkachuck with secondary needs and opportunities to include in the job description.  

A search for a new MCH faculty member at the assistant professor level was unanimously approved and recommended for a vote to the full voting faculty.  

2. SPHCM policy for interim departmental funding—Bill Dowling  

The Provost is requiring that all schools have a policy in place to address when a faculty member’s combination of research and teaching funding is less than 100%.  Bill Dowling asked all present to review the draft policy distributed by the Dean’s Office.  He cautioned against interpreting the Provost’s interest in this policy to mean that new funding shortages lie ahead for the University.  
The policy suggests that allocation of interim funding is ultimately at the discretion of the Chair.  Bill stated that the Department’s current process of asking faculty to fill out workload worksheets annually meets the spirit of the policy.  In a sense, this is an application process as well as an opportunity for faculty to work out any funding difficulties with Bill and Ginger for the upcoming year. 
Any questions or comments about the draft policy should be directed to Tom Wickizer (tomwick@u.washington.edu), the Department’s representative on the School’s faculty council.  

