Faculty Meeting Minutes

Department of Health Services

July 17, 2007

3 PM

H-670, HSB

Bill Dowling, Chair; Rick Carlson, Doug Conrad, Howard Greenwald, Dave Grembowski, Jeff Harris, Bill Lafferty, Ginger McMahan, Mary Anne Mercer, Bud Nicola, Jack Thompson, Anne Turner, Cindy Watts, Will Welton, Fred Zimmerman
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Doug Conrad invited feedback from faculty on the proposal Health Services is submitting for the Life Sciences Discovery Fund. The letter of intent will be submitted August 8 and the full proposal is due October 24. 

Anne Turner announced a global health informatics conference to be held on September 17 and 18 at Bell Harbor. 

Bill Dowling reported on the resignation of John Potter as director of PHS at FHCRC. Ross Prentice is serving as interim director. 

The proposal for a concurrent PhD in Anthropology/MPH has been approved by the Health Services curriculum committee and is being reviewed by the Graduate School.
Faculty should give Josh and Yuki course syllabi a minimum of one month before the start of the term to allow adequate time for copyright review and legal posting of readings.
James Pfeiffer will lead qualitative methods workshops for interested department faculty on September 19 and October 2 in H-670. Interested faculty should RSVP to Candace Tkachuck at cyt@u.washington.edu.  
The primary appointments of Steve Gloyd and Ann Downer will be transferred from Health Services to the Department of Global Health effective August 1, 2007.
Bill Dowling will meet with International Health Program faculty to discuss what to expect in the coming year with points and funding for teaching. 

Faculty will be getting merit raises of 3, 4, or 5%. Most faculty will receive a 4 % raise. In addition, to deal with equity issues, the increases of the highest salaried professors will be reduced 1% and those dollars reallocated to a few faculty who have the lowest salaries. Faculty will be officially notified of their merit raise once the Department receives final approval from the Dean’s Office.
DISCUSSION

1. MPH track in policy—Cindy Watts

Bill Dowling stated that the transition of the International Health Program to the Global Health Department makes this a good time for Health Services to reexamine its educational priorities. One significant recommendation is that the Department give more explicit emphasis to health policy in its curriculum offerings. 
Cindy Watts has been heading a task force that is examining the establishment of a “health policy process and analysis” track. She believes that there are already many pieces in place to do this. She reported that a health policy MPH could be competitive across the country and noted that Hector Rodriguez, an incoming faculty member, will bring additional health policy expertise into the Department. 

Cindy reported that the task force identified critical thinking, methods, communications, and networking would be key areas of focus for an MPH in health policy. Dave Grembowski suggested that the policy curriculum should explicitly recognize the core functions of public health as defined by IOM—assessment, policy development, and assurance. 
Jeff Harris articulated a concern that the costs of starting a new track would be difficult for the Department to absorb. Bill Dowling replied that if there were general support for a Health Policy track, he would investigate the cost and implications. The faculty present expressed support for establishing a concentration in health policy and marketing its availability to attract students with this area of interest. 

2. Planning for Chair search—Bill Dowling

Bill Dowling outlined the funding available for a new Chair. He reported that he was confident the pieces are in place to initiate a search. Those present were asked for names of possible search committee members to submit to the Dean. 
FACULTY ACTIONS

The faculty present voted unanimously to recommend to the entire faculty approval of the following appointments.  An e-mail ballot was sent out for a vote of the full voting faculty.

Proposed Courtesy Faculty actions

Associated with COPHP

Sharon Bogan, MPH, Educator Consultant, Public Health – Seattle & King County, proposed for Affiliate Instructor by Bud Nicola.

Associated with IHP

Ann Downer, Senior Lecturer, proposed for Adjunct Senior Lecturer commensurate with change of primary department to the Department of Global Health.  
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