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Yongning Na (Mosuo)

X The language of the Na (Mosuo]: categorized as
an eastern variety of Naxi, which in turn has been
characterized as:

O An unsubgrouped Tibeto-Burman language
(Thurgood 2003]
O On the periphery of Loloish [Matisoff 13986)

O Close to but not part of Lolo-Burmese
(Bradley 197 5]

O Typologically very similar to Loloish languages,
yet perhaps not actually Loloish
(Ramsey 1887]



Yongning Na (Mosuo)

X Eastern Na (Mosuo) has three dialects:
O Yongning
O Beiquba
0 (Guabie

X Also different lexical items preserved in Daba
[religious practitioner) oral tradition
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Language typology

X Tends toward analycity

> Grammatical relations mainly indicated by:
0 Word order
O Lexical choice
0 Pragmatics

> Word order: SOV

X Agreement is not marked by inflection, although
person often can be extrapolated because of the
conjunct/disjunct system




> Many typical TB features for NP:

o N + AbJ + Abv + Num + CLS word order

O Relation between nominalization, relativization,
and possession

O Classifier system




> Many typical TB features for VP:

O Verb-final, although aspect markers,
interjections, and evidentials can follow the
verb

O Multiple existential verbs: (4]
O Aspectual system

O Conjunct/disjunct system




Also of interest

> Rampant grammaticalization: (8] processes that
I've found so far

X Evidentiality




Link to Gemu7.mpg!




Grammaticalization

Overview

. Xi33 ‘person’ => xi33 NOMx: => Xi33 NOM
. di33 ‘place’ => di33 NOMw... => di33 NOMeur
. ki33 ‘give’ => ki33 BEN => ki33 DAT

. dzo33 EXiIST/LOC => dzo33 PROG

. bi33 lexical verb =>bi33 Aux ([movement to a location] =>
bi33 Aux [no movement to a location) => bi33 FUT

. X033 [desire]) =>x033 (willingness] =>x033 (intention) =>

x033 (prediction]
. ku13 Aux (ability) => ku13 FUT (prediction)

. xa33 Aux [movement to a location]) =>x033 FUT [remote]
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XI33 ‘person’ =>Xi33 NOMae. => Xi33 NOM

Xi33 means ‘person/people’.

(1) xi33 ™33 t™33nil3 kul3 2z533.
person this this way FuT  CRs

A X IXHE = 7
This type of person will be like this.
AN IR

Tsodeluyizo103
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Xi33 ‘person’ => xXi33 NOM.:. => XIi33 NOM

(@) 1333 yi33  -xi33
labor -NOMag:
97 8))
laborer(s])
Tsodeluyizo4

(3) pi33 dze33 xi33, 1a33 dz@33 -xi33, zu®33 dzz33 -xi33
yak ride -NOMw: tiger ride -NOMx:  horse ride  -NOMag

Bt G 2R B L G

the yak rider, the tiger rider, the horse rider,

WREARIN, S RIN, SN

yongzhutser12
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Xi33 ‘person’ => Xi33 NOM.: => Xi33 NOM

(4) 1533 zuw33  -Xi33
ADV MAN say -Nowm
Ui
words
Ui

Fangzi63
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di33 place’ => di33 NOM... => di33 NOMeur

di33 means ‘land, earth, place’:

(3) nol3 2033 1033 7133 2033 | di33-kuo33 bu33 mu33 z033  ga33
REFL son ADVMAN take CsM earth-LOC  P0Oss young woman with

HE Ly =7 M o WhiR iR

She said, “It is not possible for my son to court

s A AT )L AN Al HEA

gemu26

se33 se33 tsa31 muw33- yi33 pi33.

court okay NEG- can Quar
Nz 17 ES

a regular girl.”

TR 21 R 5%
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di33 place’ => di33 NOM... => di33 NOMeur

(B)  zu33- di33 tu33  muw33- ni3l no33
warm- NOM..  plant NEG CopP  2SGPRO
FRLR) FE Al = R
The heavens said, “If it's not a warm place you can'’t plant them,

Ul BRI LUAE, iy, ARAN Al AR

Tsodeluyizo254

ww33-di33 tu33 t"a33- x333 pi33.
mountain- NOM.. plant NEG- go Quar
L1 b e Rp A P

in the mountains, you can’t plant them.”

Ui, BR AT LU, R sy, ARAN e ROk
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di33 place’ => di33 NOM.. => di33 NOMeur

(/) dz33  -di33
eat  -NOMews
Iz
things to eat

HZ 1

muphadabal2
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kiI33 ‘give’ =>ki33 BEN => ki33 DAT

(B) 33  m33 pinguo (loan) na33  ki33 ki33.

3PSPRO AGT apple 1PS PRO
il SER 229
3ps gives me apples.
fhs JeoE R
versus

B) pa® th* ki*®  pinguo (loan) ki33.

1PSPRO 3PSPRO DAT apple give
£29 fith S %
I give 3ps apples.

LA
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ki33 ‘give’ => ki3 BEN =>ki33 DAT

[(10) di33 1i33 033 57033 dz033 @33 p'v33033 133 -=31
one day three meal EXST ancestors -PL
— K = it tH5E i
At each of the three meals each day,

R EHRAR 2

Fangzi24

Ki33 ts"u33 du3l...
BEN “chudu”

“chudu”
one must do a “chudu” blessing for one’s ancestors...

Z AL oA R A chudu...
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ki33 ‘give’ =>ki33 BEN => ki33 DAT

(11) 433 pa33 to31 ki33 t"u33.
Apato DAT arrive
Apato )
He went to Apato’s place.

3|7 Apato A HL,

TsodeluyizoB60
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dzo33 EXIST/LOC => dzo33 PROG

(12) wu31 dze33 di33 wo33 dzo33 te"i phuar te"i p"uar tehi pPuo tei pPua pi33.
bird onetype EXIST  {chi phua tehi phusr t¢"i pPus tehi phuar BUOT
5 — i fq t¢"i p"uer te"i p"uar t¢"i p"uer te"i ptuo
There was a type of bird that says, “cheeper cheeper cheeper cheeper.”

BP0, “te™ ptuor te"i pPuer t¢"i puer teMi phuas
Tsodeluyizo81
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dzo33 EXIST/LOC => dzo33 PROG

(13) 213 qv33 -kuo33 ni33 2033 di33 mi3l "33 &31 dz033 2033 x333
cave -LoC fish one CLS ADVMAN stick EXiST little boy

L1 i — Eid Mt NIET

There was a fish caught in the cave;

A SRR Bk

¢inami37

t™33 133 se33 x&13 2033 tM33 bu33 dzo33.
this CLS meat cut PERF ADVMAN roast PROG
O S B IEAE
the boy was roasting the fish to eat.

XA NMZLIEAERR A R o
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bi33 lexical verb =>bi33 Aux {[movement) =>
bi33 Aux [no movement to a location) => bi33 FUT

bi33 lexical verb meaning ‘go™:

(14) 233 ™33 nil3 mv31 teo33 bi33 mw33- ts"uw33.

often this way below go NEeG allow
a X M M % 1
Often in this way he was not allowed to go down to earth.
28 XA ANEARL 2 T 1

gemu28
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bi33 lexical verb => bi33 Aux [movement) =>
bi33 Aux [no movement to a location) => bi33 FUT

(13) phae3l te"i33 mu33 2033  -‘@31 313 bu33 1333 yi33
man young woman -PL REFL labor
5 I 4 -l A 97 8]

Men and women don’t need
Change9

bi33 mw33- zo533.
go NEeG use

= H

to go labor (in the fields).
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bi33 lexical verb => bi33 AuX ([movement) =>
bi33 Aux [no movement to a location) => bi33 FUT

(16) thi13 1533 bu33 t'"a33 ‘@31 dzo33 bol3 kil3 po33 1033

S0 2PSPRO P0Ss book EXIST  pig skin use ADV MAN
FITEL £ ffr W H

So he said, “Your book is made from pig skin,

FITLAE, R K452 4 B AR »

muphadaba14

ku33 ni31 313 -z31 1933 dzi33 ®31 bi33 pi33.
make Cop RerL -DL ADVMAN eat QM go  Quar

e 2 A z R

why don’t we eat it up?”

BATHA BEAESE g 172
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bi33 lexical verb => bi33 AuX ([movement) =>
bi33 AuX [no movement to a location) => bi33 FUT

(17) 133 st13 bi33 ze33 pi33 ni3l.
ADVMAN kil 'FUT CRs Quor Cop
] ] ZN 7S

He said he was going to kill him.
Yise 25 Pt

Tsodeluyizo138
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x033 [desire] =>x033 (willingness) =>

x033 (intention) =>x033 (prediction)

x033 literally means ‘want’:

(18) zu33 mi33 ¢i33 %033 su®33 s133 sue33 -xi33 dal3.
wife find 'want (type of tree] tall -NOomM  cut down
B B (W) & fik

If he wanted to find a wife, he should cut down the tallest shuae si tree.

B Z R TE, B S Y suge st .

Tsodeluyizo49
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x033 (desire] => x033 (willingness] =>

X033 (intention) =>x033 (prediction)

(19) my33 dzo33 ki33 x033 ni3l.
girl EXsT give Fut @ CoP

)L =& 25 v
They would give their daughter to him.
)L .

Tsodeluyizo146
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x033 (desire] =>x033 (willingness) =>

x033 [intention] =>x033 ([prediction)

(20) 433 pa33 to31 ki33 t"u33 no33 t"il13 zu33 mi33 ¢i33 x033 ni3l.
Apato DAT arrive then so  wife find 'FuT CoP
Apato 2| A Pl B Tk v
When he arrived at Apato’s place, then he would go find a wife.

2| 7 Apato ASHL, A X ZUL,

Tsodeluyizo48
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x033 (desire] =>x033 (willingness) =>

x033 [intention] => x033 [prediction)

(21) "33 kPuw33 w33 pi33 dzo33 mv33  la33 di33
this CLS tillif heaven and earth
X & B R PN Ao
If this piece of land is tilled, heaven and earth

I SRX e J LHOBERH U, RT3

Tsodeluyizo26

1033 to31 pil3  x033.
ADV MAN turn over FUT
ke

will switch places.

E LR
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ku13 AuX (ability] => ku13 FUT [prediction)

(22) 33 nil3 2033 133 gu33 513 5033 ku31 €31 ki3l
this way  PERF shuttle for weaving 1PL PRO Isn’t that right
hemp cloth
X T ZURATHIRE HEAT] e

This way, don’t we have a kind of shuttle for weaving hemp cloth,

BT —DGURAT IS, EAE,

Tsodeluyizo238

7033 pa33 di33 1133 dzo33 kul3 t™33nil3 di31 133 ki33
shuttle one CLS EXST can thisway there pass DAT
i —  Hi fi = X Wi B

that can be passed back and forth

SEIRXAEAE R AT B 5T K,

t™33  s133  ki33  t"&33 ni3l.
here pass  DAT often  COP
X B 8 &
[through the weft].

R %
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ku13 AuxX (ability) => ku13 FUT (prediction)

(23] dzi33 qv33 t"33 di33 133 "33 di33 'kul3 ts)13.
spring this one CLS ADVMAN EXST FUT REeP
SR KA ®x o o— i &l
It is said that there would be a spring there.

Wr i o1 — AN RKuiE OFED .

Tsodeluyizo107
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X033 AuX ([movement to a location]

=>x033 FUT (remote]

(24) ™33 pi33 ni31 bol3 lul3 1a33 t"33 nil3 x033.

everyday pig feed and thisway go
f—K Wk M ke k
Everyday he went to feed the pigs and such.

B RE G IXLE

¢inamil4
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X033 AuX [movement to a location]

=>x033 FUT (remote]

(24) 13 no33  m33 dzwl3 di33 wo33 zu3l g933 ts"i33

S0 2PSPRO AGT good one bless iliness
FIrEL IR a3 Al L]

To ask, “Please carefully protect the child so that illness and such

DU RIS I ORA - NIRRT £

muphadaba36

l&33 t"el13 di33  t"a33- x033 pi33.
and such arrive NEG- FUT QuOT
Mo 153 o=

won’t come.”

ANEALABAT R
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