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Modern Chinese linguists have focused mainly on the evolution of Mandarin; few have
taken into account the elements of linguistic substrate and language contact, and thus
viewed Hakka, Yue, and Min as local variations of southern Chinese language.

Orderly phonetic correspondence with Middle Chinese are found in Chinese dialects, such
as Hakka, Min, and Yue, yet their phonological structure reflect traces of linguistic
substrate or language contact. Contrastive phonetic analyses on Hakka, She, and Yao are
the focus of this paper, historical evolution and language contact within are also attempted.
The aims are to study, analyze and compare Hakka and its sub-dialects; to compare She, its
variation, “She Hwa”, and its sub-dialects, then further expand to compare Yao-Mian and
its related dialects.

Through analyzing underlying phonological systems, we found that:

1. Hakka and She are basically of the same consonant system (“sheng mu’), none of
them are of palatal consonants, yet owing to different levels of influence from
Mandarin, very few palatalized consonants are preserved and very few specific
re-contact relationships exist.

2. In comparison with She Hwa and Hakka, preservation of a whole set of palatal
consonants, a few labial consonants, and specific consonants is significant in She.
Except these, basically She is of the same consonant system with Hakka and She
Hwa.

3. There are 4 consonant systems in Mian, Yao’s sub-division: a normal consonant
system, a palatal consonant system, a labial consonant system, and a palatal-labial

consonant system. Deleting the later three non-Mandarin consonant systems as



well as the specific non-Mandarin consonants in the normal consonant system in

Mian, we will have a similar consonant system with Hakka and She.

We will be able to gather more information by analyzing and comparing rhyme

systems and tone systems of Yao, She, and Hakka.

From the differences and similarities shown in the phonemic systems and the
information shown, we are able to detect the effects of the assimilation principle on
each phonological system, as well as the residue preservation. From phonological
structures, historical and geographical relations, we assert that She, She Hwa and
Hakka have adapted phonologically and Mandarinized after language contact, yet
underlying phonetic influences are preserved. Basically, by the definition of language
contact, we categorize the level of Mandarinization from more to less and thus the

order of Yao-She-She Hwa-Hakka to show the evolving trend.
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