
 
 

 

 

Keynote Presenters 

 

Early Childhood Intervention: Engaging Children, Families, Preschools, and 
Health Professionals in Sweden 

 Eva Björck-Åkesson, Ph.D. 

Eva Björck-Åkesson is a professor of special education at Jönköping University with a focus on early 
childhood intervention and is secretary general of the Committee for Educational Sciences at the 
Swedish Research Council. She has been Dean of the School of Education and Communication at 
Jönköping University and vice-president of Mälardalen University.  Dr. Björk-Åkesson is a member of the 
Swedish National Commission for UNESCO and has been involved in developing the WHO classification 
of Functioning, Disability and Health - version for Children and Youth (ICF-CY). She is also one of the 
founders and scientific directors of the research group CHILD where collaborative research is conducted 
among the fields of education, special education, health psychology, health care sciences, and disability 
studies.  Dr. Björck-Åkesson’s research is based on an ecological transactional model and a 
biopsychosocial perspective and is focused on the preschool as an environment for participation, 
interaction, and development in the context of early intervention in Sweden. 

 

Building Sustainable National Systems for Early Childhood Intervention 

  Emily Vargas-Barón, Ph.D. 

Emily Vargas-Barón directs The RISE Institute that assists nations to develop strategic plans, systems, and 
programs for early childhood intervention (ECI) and hosts the Early Childhood Development (ECD) Task 
Force of the Global Partnership on Children with Disabilities. She consults in the fields of ECI and ECD in 
nations of Eastern Europe, Latin America, South East Asia, and Sub-Saharan Africa. Dr. Vargas-Barón 
conducts research on ECI policy planning and systems development, program outcomes, and the scaling 
up of ECI programs. She has authored numerous books, chapters, and articles on ECI and ECD. Previously 
she was the Deputy Assistant Administrator of USAID for education, training, and telecommunications 
and the founder of Any Baby Can Child and Family Resource Center in Austin, Texas, where she 
developed one of the first ECI programs in the United States. Dr. Vargas-Barón received her doctorate in 
Anthropology from Stanford University where she was also an Associate of the Stanford International 
Development Education Center. She has been a professor at the University of Washington, Javeriana 
University in Bogotá, Colombia, and the University of Texas at Austin 

 

  



 
 

 

 

Taking Early Childhood Interventions Into the Sustainable Development Era 

  Pia Rebello Britto, Ph.D.  

Pia Rebello Britto is Global Chief and Senior Advisor, Early Childhood Development, UNICEF, New York 
Headquarters. She was formerly Assistant Professor, Yale University, and has worked on developing, 
implementing and evaluating early childhood programmes and policies around the world. In particular, 
she has strengthened the application of evidence for programming, promoted the role of governance 
and finance of national systems in achieving equity, access and quality, developed and evaluated models 
for implementation of quality early childhood services and supported the role of parents and caregivers, 
including women’s economic empowerment. Most recently, Dr. Britto is involved in work examining the 
relationship between early childhood and peace building. Dr. Britto has conducted research in the 
United States to understand the experience of early literacy development, early intervention program 
evaluations, and identity development of Muslim and Arab children. Dr. Britto is the recipient of several 
national and international grants and awards in recognition for her work and has published numerous 
books, articles, chapters and reports, and has presented extensively at conferences, meetings and 
workshops (academic and non-academic) globally. 


