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Master Lectures 

Friday, June 10, 2016 – 1:15pm  
Sӧdra Huset – B3 

“Tier 2” Newborn Screening for Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities 
Don Bailey, Ph.D.   
United States   

Abstract 

For many children with intellectual and developmental disabilities, parents and professionals undergo a 
protracted “diagnostic odyssey,” first to determine whether the child has a disability, and then to determine its 
cause. Often the length of this process precludes or delays access to early intervention. A voluntary “Tier 2” 
newborn screening program could identify children with some conditions much earlier, but the challenges and 
costs associated with such a program have been prohibitive. We have been doing the pilot work and planning 
necessary to implement such a program on a large scale. This Master Lecture presents a rationale for Tier 2 
newborn screening, reports data from ongoing planning and pilot studies, and discusses the potential 
implications for developing a stronger rationale for earliest possible early intervention. 

Thursday, June 9, 2016 – 1:15pm  
Sӧdra Huset – B3 

Is Potential for Recovery from an Early Brain Injury Fact or Fiction?  
James Blackman, M.D., M.P.H .  
United States  

Abstract 

Cerebral palsy results from an injury to the brain in the fetal, newborn, or early infant stages of development. 
Recent animal research suggests that there is a window of brain plasticity within which the brain may recover 
partially, or even completely, from such an injury. With few exceptions, applications of this potential in humans 
have yet to be demonstrated. A range of treatments, from drugs to stem cells to various therapeutic 
interventions are being proposed and examined. Critical to the evaluation of all interventions are early detection 
of brain injury and sufficiently extended outcome measurements. This Master Lecture will review the current 
status of infant brain research as it pertains to early identification, evidence-based treatments, and potential for 
recovery and enhanced quality of life. 

Thursday, June 9, 2016 – 4:15pm  
Sӧdra Huset – B3 

Early Developmental and Behavioral Screening: A Comprehensive  
Community-Based Systems Approach 

Diane Bricker, Ph.D. 
United States 

 

Abstract 

The importance of early detection for children at risk and with disabilities is well documented. Fundamental to 
the success of early detection are valid, reliable, and low-cost screening measures; however, even the best 
measures (in terms of psychometric properties and cost) cannot stand alone. Comprehensive, ongoing screening 
and monitoring is dependent upon the existence of an enveloping system that provides the necessary supports 
to ensure participation and follow-up of all children in a community. A system refers to a combination of parts 
that work together to form a unified, cohesive whole. The system to be discussed in this Master Lecture is 
composed of six separate but linked components: program goals, community awareness, contact and referral, 
assessment, follow-up, and evaluation. The components form a system through the overarching processes of 
coordinating and checking/verifying.  
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Friday, June 10, 2016 – 4:00pm  
Sӧdra Huset – B3 

Interdisciplinary Professional Training in Early Intervention 

Mary Beth Bruder, Ph.D. 

United States 
 

Abstract 

The presence of a well trained workforce to meet the diverse needs of infants, young children, and their families 
is a critical variable in establishing high quality and effective early childhood intervention (ECI). This Master 
Lecture will focus on the competencies needed by interdisciplinary professional staff who design and deliver the 
various components of ECI. It will also focus on evidence-based adult learning methodologies for both pre-
service (university based) personnel preparation programs, and in-service (continuing education) activities for 
those who serve infants and young children and families across a variety of home and inclusive early 
intervention settings. 

Wednesday, June 8, 2016 – 4:15pm  
Sӧdra Huset – B3 

Changing Children - Changing Services? From Rights to Responsibilities in 
Early Intervention  
Barry Carpenter, O.B.E., Ph.D. 

United Kingdom 

 

Abstract 

In the last decade Early Intervention professionals have consistently reported changes in the population of 
children with disabilities. The term ‘Complex Needs’ has arisen and is widely used to describe this new 
generation of children. Research from various disciplines has also recorded significant shifts in the profile of 
children’s needs, often resulting from changing causal bases, e.g., prematurity, alcohol or drug abuse, medical 
interventions, or rare syndromes. What does this mean for the world of Early Intervention? What are the 
implications for service design and delivery? This Master Lecture will consider the transformations that must 
occur in Early Intervention practice and service delivery if we are to truly enhance the development of young 
children with complex needs. 

Thursday, June 9, 2016 – 10:30am  
Aula Magna Auditorium Left 

Dancing with Rhythm in Parent-Child Interaction  
Ibrahim Halil Diken, Ph.D. 

Turkey 
 

Abstract 

International studies have revealed that parent behaviors during interactions with their child explain a significant 
amount of variance with respect to engagement, quality of exchanges, and the developmental outcomes of their 
children. This is the case both for children with established developmental delays/disabilities and those at-risk 
for developmental delays/disabilities. Several factors defining effective parent-child interactions, especially the 
forms of parental behaviors or strategies, have been identified. In this Master Lecture, I will examine research 
that has defined these effective parent-child interactions. 
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Friday, June 10, 2016 – 2:45pm  
Sӧdra Huset – B3 

Contributions of Developmental and Intervention Science  
to Early Intervention 
Michael Guralnick, Ph.D. 

United States 

 

Abstract 

The field of early intervention has now reached a major “integrative” phase in its development. Significant advances 
occur when findings from both developmental and intervention science can effectively inform practice. These 
domains will be examined in this Master Lecture and will consider the correspondence between developmental 
mechanisms and outcomes based on intervention science. This information can be used to form a foundation capable 
of enhancing the effectiveness of early intervention research and practice in community settings. 

Wednesday, June 8, 2016 – 1:15pm  
Sӧdra Huset – B3 

Inclusion: Are We Settling for Accommodation When We  
Should Be Intervening for Better Outcomes? 
Coral Kemp, Ph.D. 

Australia 

 

Abstract 

There has been a general acceptance of the merit of including young children with disabilities in generic early 
childhood services. Unfortunately, in many countries, early childhood educators or those supporting them do not 
necessarily possess the level of skill needed to ensure that children with disabilities, particularly those with high 
support needs, are participating meaningfully in preschool and childcare settings. Further, administrators who are 
steering policy development do not always understand the importance of planning individually for children with 
additional needs. Child engagement is an important goal for early childhood intervention because of the relationship 
that is thought to exist between engagement and learning. Interventions targeting the engagement of children with 
significant disabilities in inclusive early childhood settings - specifically children with intellectual disability and/or 
autism spectrum disorder - have been investigated by our team of researchers in collaboration with interventionists 
and educators. In this Master Lecture, the findings of our research will be presented and the implications for inclusive 
practice will be considered, specifically as these relate to the use of individualised program plans and evidence-based 
interventions. 

Wednesday, June 8, 2016 – 4:15pm  
Sӧdra Huset – B3 

Don’t Fix Me, Fix the Systems: Developing Early Intervention in  
St. Petersburg, Russia  
Elena Kozhevnikova, Ph.D. 

Russian Federation 

 

Abstract 

The development of early intervention in the Russian Federation starting from the Gorbachev Perestroika period 
(middle of 1980’s) until today will be discussed. A personal perspective will be provided in this Master Lecture as 
the presenter has played an active role during a period of extensive change in the political, social, cultural, 
developmental, and educational arenas among others. Special emphasis will be given to the specific role of early 
intervention in Russia as a first step to an inclusive and children’s rights oriented society and the role of 
international cooperation in developing early intervention in Russia. 
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Wednesday, June 8, 2016 – 1:15pm  
Sӧdra Huset – B3 

Looking Forward and Back At Early Intervention and Hope:  
Parental Coping and Resilience  
Malka Margalit, Ph.D. 

Israel 

 

Abstract 

Early intervention activities for very young children with disabilities are frequently linked to developmental 
targets and goals. Satisfaction studies during early intervention often reveal high levels of satisfaction but the 
levels of satisfaction after several years are not typically examined. In this Master Lecture, I discuss a longitudinal 
design to explore what happens following the transition to kindergarten and primary school, especially how parents 
cope with new realities and challenges. Mothers’ hope for the future and memories of the past are compared. Of 
specific interest is the comparison of mothers’ self-perceptions and coping during the time their infants participated in 
early intervention with their self perceptions and the children’s development 5-10 years later. 

Thursday, June 9, 2016 – 2:30pm  
Aula Magna Auditorium Left 

Improving Care for Abandoned Children:  

From Research to Practice and Policy  
Rifkat Muhamedrahimov, Ph.D. 

Russian Federation 

 

Abstract 

Institutions for orphan children and children left without parental care in general are characterized by severe 
deficits in the sensitivity, responsivity, and stability of the caregiving environment. A considerable number of 
studies show that children reared in institutions are at substantial risk in various domains of functioning. Those 
with a substantial history of institutional care display a variety of long-term difficulties when placed with 
families. In this Master Lecture, the St. Petersburg-USA baby home research project will be discussed. This 
project demonstrated that improvements of the caregiving environment in institutions enhanced the behavioral 
and mental development of resident infants and young children as well as improved the longer-term outcomes 
for post-institutionalized children when they were subsequently placed into parental or substitute families. The 
state policy of the Russian Federation (RF) on caring for children without parental care has been largely directed 
at keeping children in birth families, placing children in different types of substitute families, and improving the 
quality of care in institutions for those children who reside there. The new RF policy concerning the living 
conditions in institutions requires that they should be close to several aspects of the family-like caregiving 
environment suggested in the baby home intervention project. 
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Friday, June 10, 2016 – 1:15pm  
Sӧdra Huset – B3 

The Power of Experience in Child Development - Reconsidered 
Franz Peterander, Ph.D. 

Germany 

 

Abstract 

Daily experiences influence individuals understanding and insight. These experiences modify and determine 
personal beliefs and attitudes through a continuous process, and lead to the question of how one’s own 
experiences are perceived, interpreted, and processed. Children’s development is significantly influenced by a 
continuing “stream of experiences” - - from day to day and from situation to situation leading to children´s 
individual perspectives. It is this high level of individuality of each child that must draw the attention of 
educators and therapists to the everyday environmental life experiences of children, taking into account 
developmental theories and research findings. Using this perspective, in this Master Lecture the process of 
assessment and intervention with an individual child in moment-to-moment situations will be discussed. 

Thursday, June 9, 2016 – 10:30am  
Aula Magna Auditorium Left 

Rethinking Professional Partnerships With Parents:  
Starting From What Parents Are Willing and Able To Do  
Manfred Pretis, Ph.D. 

Austria 

 

Abstract 

Early Childhood Intervention is faced with new challenges at the beginning of 21st century. Changing patterns of 
special educational needs and increasing mental health concerns of parents are among the factors that might 
'force' professionals to widen their methodological approaches towards complex interactions and interventions. 
Furthermore, in many developed and developing countries life situations of families are significantly changing 
because of labor market requirements, making it difficult to establish partnership models. Second generation 
research highlights that not everything fits each family. Consequently, this Master Lecture considers current 
thinking on partnership models and what we can learn from the answers provided by families. 

Thursday, June 9, 2016 – 4:15pm  
Sӧdra Huset – B3 

UNCRC & ICF-CY:  Defining and Documenting Universal Rights of Children  
Rune Simeonsson, Ph.D., M.S.P.H. 

United States  
 

Abstract 

In every society, assuring the rights of children to grow and develop is an implicit responsibility of families and 
society. The dependent status of young children, however, makes them uniquely vulnerable to deprivation of 
those rights; a vulnerability that is significantly increased for children whose development is compromised 
because of biological and environmental risks. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(UNCRC) is a universal standard affirming the integrity and autonomy of the child based on rights to protection 
from harm, provision of nurture, and social justice to participate fully in society. A significant challenge in 
developed as well as developing countries is documentation of the extent to which the rights of children to 
intervention and support are realized. This presentation will describe the application of the International 
Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health - Children & Youth (ICF-CY) as a universal language of codes to 
document children’s rights to protection, provision, and participation within UNCRC as the basis for intervention.  

  


