Laboratory Waste Disposal

Chemical Waste

Non-toxic, non-corrosive aqueous waste, within pH 5-12, Pour into sink with running water.  

Organic waste; including methanol, acetonitrile, ethel acetate (some water is okay);  pour into organic waste container in fume hood (dark lab).  Fill out log form posted on hood.  Ask first, before adding any chemical that is not listed on hazardous waste label. Keep container closed.

Toxic or corrosive waste, including anything with pH <5 or pH>12; pour into separate waste container with cap, attach and fill out hazardous waste form.  If there is already a waste container set up for acid or base, ask first before adding any chemical that is not listed on hazardous waste label.  Keep container closed.

 “SYBR Safe” DNA stain; Pour into DNA stain waste container (Helen's bench). Must be filtered before pouring into sink.

Waste from chemical extractions (considered non-biohazardous after extraction); set in fume hood (dark lab) until solvent has evaporated completely.  Decant tubes into sink with running water.  Put tubes into “sharps” waste box (see below).

Non-Biohazard Dry Waste
Broken glass and glass pasteur pipettes; Plastic bucket.  Make sure any solvent has completely evaporated from pasteur pipettes first.

“Other Glass and Sharps”; includes non-broken glass, empty test tubes, pipetman tips, pipettes, LC/GC vials, gloves used while handling chemicals, NO liquids (must be disposed of separately, see above); Cardboard box lined with black plastic bag.  When full, tape bag close and box shut using “glass” tape, label “Thummel” and room number, set in hallway for pickup.  

Biohazardous Waste

Sharp biohazardous waste; all needles, syringes with needles and biohazardous glass ; pink plastic containers.  Do not fill past “fill line”.  When full, snap lid shut, attach piece of autoclave tape, and label “Thummel”. Arrange to be autoclaved.  Never attempt to remove needle from syringe.  Never reach back into waste container.

Non-sharp biohazardous waste; includes pipetman tips, plastic pipettes, gloves, paper towels used to handle hazardous materials (e.g., human blood or other tissues, including liver microsomes). Individual plastic containers on lab benches lined with orange biohazard bag; When full, tape bag shut, attach piece of autoclave tape, label “Thummel”, and place bag in one of the biohazard waste cans.  Replace container with the new bag.  Keep lids on biohazard containers at all times.  It is okay to dispense tips into a smaller tip container (such as beaker labeled with “biohazard” sticker) while pipetting, but when finished, tip container must be emptied into plastic container line with orange plastic bag.  All biohazard tipped containers that are not being used, must be kept in “biohazard” fume hood in “light lab” designated for non-aerosol biohazard work.  Never reach back into waste container.

Liquid biohazard waste; Add bleach to give 10% solution (v/v), let sit 20 minutes, then pour into sink with running water.

