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US-RP Extradition Treaty 

CIVIL LIBERTIES OF U.S. FILIPINOS IN DANGER 
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Filipinos in the United States are faced with an im the power to determine whether an act ir ~olitied or 
diate danger, The Marcos government and the Reagan 
adminil~tration are preparing the grounci for an extradition 

cess which will enable the dictatorship to retaliate 
inat its critics here. Extradition is a process by which a 

person in another country is arrested and sent to the 
requesting country to face trial. Once in operation, this 
extradition process could inhibit the free expression of 
political beliefs in the Filipino community here. It could 
mean the legalized extension of martial rule to the communi- 
ty in the U.S. 

REPRESSION BY EXTRADITION 
The US-RP Extradition Treaty now awaiting ratification in 

the Senate will make it possible for Marcos to ask for the 
extradition of Filipino and U.S. citizens deemed to have 
committed acts that are considered crimes by both the 
Philippines and the U.S. Thess include crime& which ;ere not 
listed in the treaty and which the two gavernmentsmay evesr 
have different names for. Also, a person who may mt even 
have set foot in the Philippines could be extradited if 
charged with conspiracy, for example. In extradition procee- 
dings, hearsay is accepted evidence. T h e  US-RP treaty 
supposedly excludes political crimes from extaWthm, 
B u t  i t  allows the  Executive Branches  of bothcounbriss 

not. As everyone knows, Marcos can have a heyhay withthis 
provision alone! 

Even if ratified. the treaty can not be immedia 
implemented because same af its provisions contradict 
present U.S. Extradition law. However, Marcosq friends ttm 
coming to the rescue. The State Department is workingwith 
Congress conservatives such as Sen. Strom Thurmond to 
change this law so that it can accomodate the US-RP 
treaty and others like it. There are now bills (HR 5227; SB 
1639) prepared by the State Department and its allies 
pending in Congress which if passed will transfer the pbwes" 
to determine whether a crime is political o r  not, &om the 
courts to the Secretary of State. In addition, if the bids 
become law, a person accuwd of an extraditable crime can 
b e  immediately jailed for  up  ta 60 davrr-at t h e  m e r e  -- - 
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Yet Marcas hao not even waited for the treaty ta be 
ratified to bagin extradition proceedings againat U.S, based 
@pponenta. On Jan. 6, Marcas bsued arrest w m m t e  for 40 
parsons many of whom are living in the U.S. [Bultettn 
T~1day,ll6/82~. The list includes Benfgno Aquim, W a  
Raul Manghpue, S b v e  Psinekis and CAMD'ar Rene Cmz. 



The wanted persons are accuted of terrorist bmbSng.8 FILIPINO COMMUNITY MUBT REBI1BT 

DO- MARCOSDICTA~RSHIF! 
STOP U.S. AID! 

Si"OP l%EA&3AN'S SUPPORT FOR MA@COB1 I $. 
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IPASA PAGKABASA 
PASS ON TO A FRIEND 

COALITION AGAINST THE 
MARCOS DICTATORSHIP (CAMD) 

Geline Avlla 
Walden Bello 
National Co-coordin8tOrS 
P.O. Box 173 
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Contact your Local CAMD: 
(formerly AM LA) 

C.A.M. D. 
P.O. Box 3267 
Seattle, WA. 98114 

For More Information 
Call : 
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