HSTAA 101 – Survey of the History of the United States

Discussion Section Syllabus

Section AD – Friday, 9:30 AM, MEB 250  



    Office: Smith 204E

TA: Laura Erickson   




      Office Hours:  Tues. 10:30-12:30

E-mail: laurar2@u.washington.edu



          by appointment

Welcome to your HSTAA 101 Discussion Section! The purpose of this section is, as the name might imply, to discuss and to engage with the readings.  This section will not summarize lectures or readings for you.  Rather, it is intended as a venue for us to analyze primary sources, discuss difficulties you may have, and generally to learn how to be historians.  Much of a historian’s career is discussion about difficult texts, so welcome to the profession!

Section Requirements: This discussion section is where you will earn your participation grade.  Your participation grade is worth 15% of your grade, or .6 grade points.  How, you may wonder, do you ensure that you earn all of your participation grade?  

· Come to section.  I don’t grade on attendance, but if you’re not here, you can’t participate.  Makes sense, right?  We have 10 meetings.  If you miss 3 of them, you have not been participating almost 1/3 of the time.  Also, I will occasionally assign written in-section work.  In-class assignments will count towards your participation grade, and you cannot make them up.  Along with this, come to section on time.  If you know in advance that you will be unable to attend section, or if you are ill, let me know in advance.  If you have a conflict that will make you late for section, let me know that in advance, too.  

· Read and take notes on the text before coming to class.  Again, this seems pretty obvious.  It is difficult to discuss a text that you have not read.  Taking notes on the text will help you in discussion, and they will also be helpful when you study for exams and go to write your papers.  You will be tested on the texts we read in class; you will also be expected to write coherently about them.  How handy will it be to have not only read the texts already, but also have good notes on them that you can refer to?

· Critically think about the text before coming to class.  Reading the text is a good start, but in order to be good historians we must think critically about them.  On the introductory page of our readings packet, Dr. Johnson has done an excellent job of laying out questions you should have in the back of your mind when reading a piece of historical evidence (and, for that matter, when reading anything “factual.”)  Also, you will notice, he has written questions in the intro paragraph for each section of the unit (A, B, C, etc.) about the material.  These more focused questions can help you figure out how to read these particular sources.  Finally, I will circulate discussion questions every week, hopefully by Wednesday afternoon, to focus your reading and get us started in discussion.
· Participate in discussion.  As important that is for you to come to class and do your reading, attendance does not equal participation.  You must talk in section.  Ask questions if you don’t understand something.  Tell us what you thought was interesting.  Answer my or other students’ questions.  This is a discussion.  Also, follow the rules of a good discussion – allow your classmates to voice their ideas and opinions, and be respectful of ideas with which you disagree.  Finally, please bring your texts so that you can point us to your evidence when you have a brilliant insight.
· Participate via the online E-Post.  On our section website, I have put up an E-post for your use in discussing this class.  It is a great way to continue discussion outside of class, as well as to set up study groups for exams and find classmates to proofread your paper.  Participation on the E-Post is a way to earn extra-credit participation points.  (It is not worth as much as consistent participation in class.)  The rules here are the same as discussion rules: post your questions, answer your classmates’ questions, tell us what you thought was interesting and why, and be respectful.  
· Response Paper.  Once this quarter, you must submit a one-page paper responding to the reading for the week.  A response paper is just what it sounds like – I want to know your response to the assigned reading for the week.  What interested you and why?  You should come up with questions about the evidence and then try to answer your questions in a clear and coherent fashion, using textual evidence.  You may rely on my weekly discussion questions, but your paper does not have to focus on them – if I ask about something that just doesn’t interest you, I’d much rather that you focus on an aspect of the reading that does for your paper.  Keep in mind, though, that the week that you write a response paper, I will rely more on your comments in section, so be prepared to comment on my questions as well as your own.  Papers should be in a standard font (Times New Roman or something similar), single-spaced.  They may go over one page, but I would prefer it if you could keep it around one page – in other words, no books, please.  They will be due to me by noon on the Thursday before the reading is addressed (i.e., if you are doing a response paper on unit II, for week 2, your paper will be due to me by noon on April 5).  I will pass around a sign-up sheet on the first day of section so you can choose the date your response paper will be due.  This response paper will make up 25% of your participation grade.  
Participation Grade Breakdown: 

75% in-class discussion 

25% response paper
Writing:  As your TA, I will not only arbitrate your discussions, but grade your essays and exams.  Feel free to come to my office hours to discuss your essays.  Also, take advantage of the History Department Writing Center (Smith 210C, hwc@u.washington.edu).  All written assignments must be completed in order to pass this course!!  Late papers will be penalized .1 a day.  I will not accept electronic submissions of essays; however, if you are ill and unable to attend class when the papers are due, you may email me a copy of your essay and turn in a paper copy when you are able.  

Grade appeals: Students must wait 24 hours from the time an assignment is returned and bring with them a written paragraph responding to the comments made before coming to discuss a grade.
Communication:  Please check the course website (http://courses.washington.edu/histaa101/) and the section website (http://staff.washington.edu/laurar2/histaa101/home/) regularly for class and section announcements.  In addition, please check your UW e-mail regularly for section announcements and assignments.  I will check my e-mail at least once a day during regular work hours, but I may not check it in the evenings or on weekends.  I will try to answer your emails quickly.

