HSTAA 301 – EARLY AMERICAN HISTORY – AUTUMN 2007

Section AB, 10:30-11:20 in BLM 203 / Section AD, 11:30-12:20 in PAB B164

Jillian Coats





Office Hours:


Smith 103A






Mondays 12-1

206-543-8025





Thursdays 12-1

jbcoats@u.washington.edu

Written Work:
First Short Essay:     

- Topic Due Fri. Oct. 5 - Essay Due Fri. Oct. 19
Second Short Essay: 
- Topic Due Fri. Oct. 26 - Essay Due Fri. Nov. 9

Third Short Essay:

- Topic Due Fri. Nov. 16 - Essay Due Fri. Nov. 30
Papers are due in hard copy at the beginning of class on the date specified.

I’m happy to review rough drafts of written work as long as they are submitted to me in hard copy one week before the paper’s scheduled due date.
As discussed by Professor Johnson in the syllabus, students will have the opportunity to rewrite the first paper.  The rewrite will be accepted only if it is a significant revision of the original paper.  Students choosing to rewrite the paper must either visit the History Writing Center or make an appointment with me to discuss how the paper might be improved.  The due date for the rewrite, which should be turned in along with the original, is Monday 5 November.

Grading:
I will be grading all written work including your midterm (15%), papers (15% each), final exam (25%), and section participation (15%).  A portion of the participation grade in section will include grades received for any in-class assignments such as free-writes, group project material or similar written work.

Late papers will be accepted only if the student has contacted me in at least two days in advance of the scheduled due date to arrange an alternative due date.  Papers turned in late for any reason will be docked 0.1 points for each day past the deadline.  Work handed in after the start of class on a scheduled due date is considered one day late.

How to Succeed:

Question the sources.  Ask questions about who produced them, how, why and under what conditions.  Ask where the source was produced, in what medium and intended for what audience.  Don’t stop with the primary sources.  Question the secondary sources, too.

Bring all readings to section every time.  When making an argument or stating a claim, refer to the readings to offer specific evidence.  Get in this habit.

Complete all readings before section and arrive prepared to discuss the material and/or participate actively in any activity.  Many students find it helpful to summarize the readings in bullet-point or short outline form to have something to readily refer to.

Promote a classroom environment in which all students are willing to take risks, offer ideas and share insights and findings with peers.

Consult with your colleagues by email or over coffee.  Form study groups.  History is a collaborative process in which the exchange of ideas drives scholarship forward.

Always feel free to stop by my office to discuss any questions or concerns about the course or materials.

Policies

Please turn off all electronic devices during section.  This includes cell phones, laptops or anything else than plugs in or requires a battery.  If you use a laptop to take notes in lecture, please print them out and bring them to section.

Attendance will be taken at the beginning of section.  Please be courteous to your colleagues and arrive on time.

Absences will only be excused if a student has a legitimate excuse submitted by email at least one hour before the beginning of section.  A student who misses section with an excused absence will be able to make up the absence by producing a one-page paper answering in detail one of the questions discussed in section.  Students will not be permitted to make up unexcused absences in this way.  Multiple absences will result in a significant decrease in a student’s participation grade.

Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated.  Ignorance of the rules is not an excuse and will not be accepted.  Detailed guidelines on academic dishonesty can be found at http://depts.washington.edu/grading/conduct/honesty.html.

If you have a disability requiring special accommodations, please notify me immediately.
This information is a supplement to Professor Johnson’s course syllabus and is subject to change at any time.



