Quarter

Course


HXXX-XXX Course Name

Discussion Section Syllabus

Instructor:
name

Office: 
office

Office hours:
two hours a week—do not explicitly offer appointments

Office phone:
(206) xxx-xxxx (call during office hours)

E-mail:
xxxx@u.washington.edu

Section website:
delete is you don’t have one or insert course website
Section XX—Location
Section YY—Location
Goals and roles

Discussion sections are designed to help you develop critical thinking skills by evaluating readings and lecture material and then discussing them in a learning environment. My role is to challenge you to think critically about the course material, provide guidance on how to increase your understanding, show you tools you can use to excel, and evaluate your performance. Your role is to prepare for section by reading the weekly assignments, attending lecture, completing assignments on time, and participating in section activities. Our shared role and responsibility is to create a safe, dynamic, and collaborative environment for discussion and learning.

How to succeed in sections

Show up. Critical information will be covered in section so students who attend are better prepared for exams and assignments. The course syllabus states that section participation is ___% of your grade. 

Be prepared. Useful discussions depend on students who have read and thought about the assigned material. You may receive weekly discussion questions but, regardless, you should be ready to talk about the assigned readings in section.

Participate. History is an ongoing discussion about the past. Your participation in discussing the past is an important element of this course, as well as your university education. Participating in discussion means engaging in conversation, not just answering questions. It is not being afraid to disagree, debate, take a controversial stance, or play the devil’s advocate. Everyone in this section has something to contribute to the learning process and you are expected to share your questions, thoughts, and ideas with your fellow students (and do it thoughtfully and respectfully). 

The best way to participate is to engage in section discussions. Those discussions will take place in the classroom and online through GoPost. If you have concerns about how you can best participate, please see me during office hours.

Please note: Your performance in section is evaluated according to how actively and thoughtfully you participate, not whether you always have the “right” answer.

Complete all section assignments. Over the course of the quarter you may be required to respond in writing to questions on the reading, take quizzes, or complete other short assignments. In most cases these assignments can be completed during class time. Please note, however, these assignments will not be accepted late and cannot be made up.

Collaborate. Get to know your peers and recognize that they can be a valuable resource in helping you understand the material covered in the course. 

Absences

If you will miss a section, contact me by e-mail as soon as possible (preferably beforehand).

Section grading

Your performance in the section is assessed according to your participation in class, completion of any section assignments (including quizzes), and other factors that demonstrate intellectual engagement with the course material. Note: Skipping a discussion section, or coming unprepared for a discussion, may result in a 0.4 deduction from your discussion section grade per event.

Section assignments will be marked as (, and (- where:

( indicates a good effort that engages the materials thoughtfully.

(- indicates a need to respond more thoughtfully.

If quizzes are given, they will be graded using the 4.0 scale.

Grading questions

If you have questions about the grades or written comments you receive from me, please make an appointment to see me or stop by during office hours as soon as possible to discuss your work. If you are objecting to a grade, I require that you 1) wait at least 24 hours before meeting with me, 2) bring a brief written description of your concerns, and 3) bring the assignment in question. This will insure that our discussion is efficient and productive. All grade challenges must be made within one week (seven days) of the return of papers to your section.
Academic Honesty

You are assumed to be familiar with the university’s policies on cheating and plagiarism and the potential penalties involved (a link to those policies is on the section website or you can find it at: http://depts.washington.edu/grading/issue1/honesty.htm). In the event that there is a question about your work, you may be asked to produce any notes and outlines you used, to identify your sources, and to provide an electronic copy of your paper. It also is my policy to forward any incidents of probable academic misconduct to the College of Arts and Sciences’ Committee on Academic Conduct for investigation and resolution.

Students with Disabilities

The university is committed to providing access and reasonable accommodation in its services, programs, activities, education, and employment for individuals with disabilities. If you have a disability that may affect your work in section, see me during office hours as soon as possible. 
Housekeeping

· All out-of-class assignments must 
be typed.

· Cell phones, MP3 players, CD players, Game Boys, and other distracting devices must be turned off and put away during section.

· No assignments will be accepted by email.

· E-mail is the best way to reach me but your use of it should be limited. Questions requiring involved responses need to be brought to my office hours. I do try to respond to email within 24 hours, but there are no guarantees; I will not respond on weekends, holidays, or within 24 hours of any exam or paper deadline.

· Look for ways to stretch your brain.

· Have, at least, a little fun.

This syllabus is subject to change.



