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Significance 

• Opening Sept 2010 

• Key Areas 

• Research 

• Education 

• Health care delivery 

• Public policy 

• Emphasis 

• Birth to three 

• Children with special 

health care needs 

• Medicaid eligible 

• No baseline data 

existed 



Significance 

• Dental students typically 

treat children15 

• 4 years or older 

• Minimal caries 

• Good behavior 

 

• 60% of children have Early 

Childhood Caries by 5, 

but only 11% of dentists 

treat <  4 years of age18 

 

• Increased pre-doctoral 
pediatric experience 

results in greater 

confidence treating 

children after graduation6 



Primary  Objective 

 

• To describe patient 

demographics and 

special health care 

needs of the UW 

Pediatric Dental Clinic 



Secondary  Objectives 

• Determine the proportion 

of diagnostic and 
preventive procedures to 

restorative and oral surgery 

procedures performed by 

the pre-doctoral students 
compared to the pediatric 

dental residents 

 

• To determine the mean 
and median ages of the 

patients treated by the pre-

doctoral dental students 

and pediatric dental 
residents 



Objectives 

 

• Both the pediatric 

dental residents and 

dental students have 

pediatric clinical 

experience outside of 

the UW Pediatric 

Dental Clinic 



Study  Design 

• Cross Sectional 

• Chart Review 

• January 1, 2008 to 

December 31, 2008 

• Demographic data 

collected from patient’s first 

visit of the year 

• Procedural data collected 

per patient encounter 

• Procedures typed by 

diagnostic/preventive, 

restorative/oral surgery, or 

advanced behavior 

management 



Results 

 

• Mean 

• 9.2 years 

 

• Median 

• 8.9 years 



Patient Age 

0-3 Years

8%

3-6 Years

21%

6-9 Years

22%

9-12 Years

22%

12+ Years

27%



Patient Funding Source 

Medicaid

77%

Self-Pay

5%

Private Insurance

16%

Domoto Fund

0%

Overdue Account

2%



Patient Zip Code 

Seattle

36%

South

12%East

7%

North

14%

Outside North

27%

Outside South

4%



Special Health Care Needs 

No SHCN

78%

1 Diagnosis

15%

2 Diagnoses

4%

3+ Diagnoses

3%



Diagnoses 

Developmental Disability

15%

Medical Condition

49%

Learning, Behavioral, or 

Psychosocial Disability

21%

Sensory Disability or Speech 

Disorders

14%

Physical Disability

1%



Dental Student Procedures 

Diagnostic or Preventive

89%

Adv Behavior Management

1%
Restorative or Oral Surgery

10%



Resident Procedures 

Diagnost ic or Prev entiv e

67%

Restorat ive or Oral Surgery

23%

Adv Behav ior Management

10%



Mean Patient Age 

8.3

11.3
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Median Patient Age 

11.3

7.4

0
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Procedures 

 

• Dental students more 

diagnostic and 

preventive 

procedures than the 

residents (p < 0.0001) 

 

• The mean patient age 

is greater for the 

dental students than 

the residents (p < 

0.0001) 



Limitations 

• Health history by 

parent report 

• Ethnicity / language 

not recorded 

• Funding source for 

patients with 

outstanding balances 

not available 

• Possibility of provider 

error in entering billing 

codes 



Conclusions 

• UW Pediatric Dental Clinic 

cares for 

• Greater proportions of 

children with Medicaid 

and special health care 

needs than average 

• Fewer children 0 - 3 years 

than any other age group 

 

• Dental students at the UW 
Pediatric Dental Clinic 

• Typically treat patients 

who are in or near 

permanent dentition 

• Typically provide 

diagnostic/preventive 

care 
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