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This course is part of the core curriculum of the Comparative History of Ideas program, offered in two concurrent sections: one in English and the other CHID.  It makes no difference which section you select. The course pursues an intensive and demanding series of readings in Western intellectual and cultural history, following a single complex idea. It is that Western culture has been pervasively and profoundly shaped by sustained inquiry, in which method and imagination are always inextricably involved.  Texts for the class include primary texts in philosophy, literature, and the history of science.  The course is comparative, and its intent is severe: to involve you directly with the examination of fundamental conceptions that are implicated in virtually everything else you think.  In addition to the books ordered at University Bookstore, there will be a duplicated course reader, available Oct 1 from the Copy center in the basement of the Communications Building..  There will also be a website that will have some of the materials on-line.  Access to and use of the website is required. (See URL above). All assignments will be posted on the website. If you have any problems with electronic access, please let me know as soon as possible.  Papers and other materials for the course will be submitted (and returned) electronically.  If you are not familiar with the procedure for attaching and retrieving files, please obtain assistance from C&C consulting or one of your classmates.

REQUIREMENTS:   This class meets daily.  Participation is required, and attendance will be taken daily. Though the reading for the course is substantive, lectures and discussions are crucial.  All work (including participation) will be weighted to indicate the relative importance of each component or assignment  for determining your final grade.

     Discussion Groups:  You will be required to be a member of a small discussion group, to meet at least once a week for discussion of course readings, lectures, and related issues.  A separate handout will be available after the initial class meeting.  You should contact other students in class right away to get a group organized.  If you have not done so by Wednesday of the first week, I will arbitrarily assign you to a group.  Each group will be responsible for maintaining a log or journal of its meetings, to be submitted once in the middle of the quarter, once at the end.  It is graded, with a weight of 1.0.

     Papers & Exams: There will be two short papers, each with a weight of 1.0 There will be approximately 6 sets of recommended topics for these papers.  While some latitude is allowed, you must select from the assigned paper topics.  The short papers can be revised and resubmitted up to the 8th week of the quarter.  These short papers (limited to about 800-1000 words maximum) are intended to be fully formed essays, with precisely formed arguments, one to be submitted before the mid-term, and one after.  They are not to be quick responses or reactions to readings: They are not, in other words, the kind of “response papers” you may have been assigned in other CHID courses.

    Mid-term examination, will be take home, consisting of a number of passages for you to identify and then write a commentary on the passage.  Details will be provided later.  Please note in the schedule that there will be an extended in-class exercise to aid you in preparing commentaries on texts.  This carries a weight of 2.0.

    FINAL:  The final assignment is either an essay on one of the last two books (The Struture of Scientific Revolutions, or Absalom, Absalom!), with a weight of 2.0

READINGS:   We will have complete, oral readings of both literary texts.  Shakespeare’s The Tempest will be read in class;  Faulkner’s Absalom, Absalom! will be scheduled on a weekend, as indicated in the schedule.

GRADING:  For the regular assignments, I will be using only letter grades with + and -.  The full decimal system will be used for final grades.

Texts:  The texts listed below should be read in order. A schedule is attached below.

COURSE READER, available Communications Bldg  copy center.
Plato: The Phaedo (Library of Liberal Arts, U Bookstore); selections from Republic, Phaedrus, Parmenides, in course reader.

Aristotle: Selections from A New Aristotle Reader (Princeton, U Bookstore)

Giordano Bruno: "Cause, Principle, and the One"  (Course Reader)

Francis Bacon: The New Organon, part 1 (Library of Liberal Arts, U Bookstore)

Shakespeare: The Tempest (Penguin / Pelican, U Bookstore)

René Descartes: Discourse on Method (Library of Liberal Arts, U Bookstore)

Immanuel Kant: Selections from the Critique of Pure Reason (Course Reader)

Samuel Taylor Coleridge: Essays on Method from The Friend ; selections from Biographia Literaria, Statesman’s Manual, 

and On the Constitution of Church and State (Course Reader)

Ralph Waldo Emerson: "Circles" ; “The American Scholar”; selections from “The Poet” (Course Reader)

Charles Sanders Peirce: “On a New List of Categories,” “Preface” and “Lessons from the History of Philosophy,” “Reasoning and the Logic of

 

Things,” and “What is Pragmatism”  (Course Reader)

Thomas Kuhn: The Structure of Scientific Revolutions (Chicago, U Bookstore)

William Faulkner: Absalom, Absalom! (Random House, U Bookstore)


Week 1: M
9-29
Introduction








Plato’s Phaedo



T
9-30
Philosophical argument & Literary Structure

Phaedo



W
10-1
Critical Problems







Phaedo



Th
10-2
Theory, Cause, Platonic EIDOS (form)


Phaedo



F
10-3
Plato’s Project







Phaedo /Republic II &III

Week 2:
M
10-6
The Double-Divided Line; 3rd Man argument
Republic VI & VII; Parmenides



T
10-7
Division, Definition, Writing




Phaedrus



W
10-8
Aristotle and Platonism





Aristotle’s Categories




Th
10-9
Categories and Causes





Categories; Physics II



F
10-10
Aristotle’s 4 Causes






Physics II; Metaphysics VII


(First short paper topics on website(
Week 3:
M
10-13
Motion and the Soul






On the Soul



T
10-14
Motion and the Soul / Cosmos & Creation

On the Soul; Physics VIII; Poetics 1-9



W
10-15
Aristotle & the “Great Chain of Being”






Th
10-16
Ptolemy, St. Augustine, & Scientific Revolution



F
10-17
Renaissance:  Intro to Giordano Bruno


“Cause, Principle, One”

Week 4:
M
10-20
Bruno









“Cause, Principle, One”



T
10-21
The Inner Artificer






“Cause, Principle, One”



W
10-22
Magic, Memory, Method: Intro to Bacon

The New Organon



Th
10-23
Bacon: 4 Idols







The New Organon



F
10-24
Natural Philosophy, Natural Science


The New Organon

Week 5:
M
10-27
Knowledge, Power, Experimentalism


The New Organon; The Tempest



T
10-28
WORKSHOP ON WRITING COMMENTARIES    In Class Handouts



W
10-29
WORKSHOP ON WRITING COMMENTARIES    Group Examples



Th
10-30
IN CLASS READING OF THE TEMPEST



F
10-31
IN CLASS READING OF THE TEMPEST
( MID-TERM EXAM DISTRIBUTED(
Week 6:
M
11-3
Shakespeare: Literature as Experiment


The Tempest



T
11-4
Metaphor








The Tempest



W
11-5
Reading & Reasoning






The Tempest



Th
11-6
The Problem of Caliban





The Tempest



F
11-7
Certainty and Doubt






Descartes’ Discourse on Method

Week 7:
M
11-10
Clear and Distinct Ideaa





Discourse on Method



T
11-11: 
(Veterans Day Holiday: no class(


W
11-12
Rationalism, Empiricism, Scepticism: Descartes, Locke, Berekely, Hume
(MID-TERM EXAM DUE(


Th
11-13
Redescribing Problems:  Kant on Hume


Critique of Pure Reason



F
11-14
Synthetic, Analytic, Transcendental, “a priori”
CPR

Week 8:
M
11-17
Kant’s Categories







CPR



T
11-18
Arguing with Kant: Fichte, Schelling, Coleridge
Essays on Method



W
11-19
Law, Theory, Idea






Essays on Method, S.Manual, Church&S



Th
11-20
Tautegorical Eduction & Imagination


Stateman’s Manual, Biographia. Literaria




F
11-21
Imagination and Dynamism: Emerson


“Circles,”  “The American Scholar”  “The Poet”

Week 9:
M
11-24
Perice: Nominalism, Realism, & Science

“Preface” and  “Lessons”



T
11-25
New List of Categories





“On a New List of Categories”



W
11-26
Pragmatism, Semiotics, Pragmaticism


“What is Pragmatism”



Th
11-27: Thanksgiving


F
11-28------------------

Week 10: M
12-1
Kuhn:   Textbooks & Research Communities

Structure of Scienitific Revolutions



T
12-2
Paradigms do not “shift”  The Central Experiement
Structure of S. R.



W
12-3
Anomaly, Crisis, Revolution





Structure of S. R.



Th
12-4
Faulkner:  Narrative and Inquiry




Absalom, Absalom!



F
12-5
Telling the story of telling a story




Absalom, Absalom!

(WEEKEND READING OF ABSALOM, ABSALOM!(  DON’T MISS THIS

Week 11: M
12-8
Speaking & Listening; Brothers and Brides


Absalom, Absalom!


T
12-9
Ordering the Narrative: the end is not the ending



W
12-10:  Thomas Sutpen 

Final:
WED    12-17:   Final Papers due by 5:00 PM

