CHID / ENGL 205

WORKSHOP ON WRITING COMMENTARIES

· As a group, you will co-author and present a written commentary on an excerpt from assigned readings. 

· Passages for commentary will be posted on the class website by 10-17. Groups may choose a passage from the selections posted, or select another passage from assigned readings.  Please notify your TA (madati@u.washington.edu) of your selection no later than 10-23.

· Presentations on passages from Plato and Aristotle will take place during class Tuesday, 10-28; presentations on passages from Bruno and Bacon, Wednesday, 10-29.

· Class sessions on both days will include class discussion of selected commentaries, as well as midterm exam preparation and workshop feedback

Guidelines for preparation:

· Meet within your discussion group to work out a commentary on your selected passage.  

· Be sure that you have all read that excerpt with care.  Talk over the passage to come to an agreement (or a productive disagreement) regarding what is going on in that excerpt, and where it fits in the overall argument of the text from which it is taken.

· Based upon your discussion, and to arrive at a satisfactory degree of co-authorship, circulate a draft of your written commentary among your group members via e-mail; each person should have a chance to contribute.    

· Your resultant written commentary should be typed and the text sent as an e-mail attachment to your TA.   Please include a list of all group members who contributed to co-authorship, even if your group decides to co-author a pseudonymous text.

· All commentaries are due no later than 3 p.m. Monday, 10-27.  Advance submissions welcome.

· NB:  You must include the entire passage & its citation (author, text, page #) at the head of your commentary.  

· Your commentaries will be posted in the EXCHANGE file of the class website.  

· Group members should be prepared to present their commentary aloud to the class and to receive feedback.  

Helpful hints for writing commentaries: 

· Your task in writing a commentary is to indicate how, and how well, you understand exactly what it says, and to then consider what it implies, what it is connected to, and how it may be questioned.

· Ask yourself:  where is the author going with the point in question?  What follows from what is said?  What does it assume?  Is there a discernible purpose?  What is at stake?  What effect upon the reader’s thought is anticipated?  Is the author implicitly addressing (ratifying, contradicting, modifying) another author?  Is there an inherent similarity to something in another text?  

· Remember that in writing a commentary, you are entering into an extended conversation, extending it to yourself.  If a passage clearly has in mind another point or argument in another author, don’t neglect the connection.  Likewise, if there is another passage that seems to you to comment on the passage in question, identify it, allude to it, or refer to it.

· Try to remember that this is not just about your opinions, but about developing coherent and well-supported arguments.  The passages generally hinge on problems and themes that in their very character resist univocal or single answers and solutions.  The problems and themes, that is to say, also have trajectories: they go in certain directions, bearing their history with them, provoking similar and contrary thoughts.

