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John Pangelinan

Passage # 5.  (Plato, Republic, X, 597)

Beds, then, are of three kinds, and there are three artists who superintend them: God, the maker of the bed, and the painter?

Yes, there are three of them.

God, whether from choice or from necessity, made one bed in nature and one only; two or more such ideal beds neither ever have been nor ever will be made by God.  

Why is that?

Because even if He had made but two, a third would still appear behind them which both of them would have for their idea, and that would be the ideal bed and not the two others.

Ryan Kremkau-

By definition a bed is a piece of furniture to lie and sleep, a place for sexual relations, a place for sleeping or simply a flat or level surface. If god was the originator of the idea of a bed, how did he formulate the idea? What is an idea? Again, by definition it is “a visible representation of a conception, a replica of a pattern.” If god had been the originator of the idea of the bed, he also would have been producing the visible representation? That would make him the creator then as well. An idea could also be “an image recalled by memory.” If there is a memory of something, did it not already exist somewhere previous to the recollection? If it did already exist, how could god be the original producer of the idea? (Insert Chicken vs. Egg Concept Here).


An idea regardless of where they come from or how they were formulated lead to the production of something. In this case the idea of the bed, which is formulated by god, that is the first of three beds. The second bed is the real deal bed in visible form produced by the maker. The third bed is conceived by the painter and is seen to be merely a representation of the visible object. Did we not already define a bed in this same way? Who’s to say this definition is even correct? A definition is “something that expresses the essential nature of something.” Does the definition above really define what the nature of a bed is? It could be a piece of furniture to lie and sleep; but does lying and sleeping on an object make it furniture, or does a bed only become furniture once you have slept in it? A place for sexual relations is a little more broad because is makes the bed simply a “place” for the act of something, much like the act of sleeping. It seems that bed and sleep go hand in hand, and the act of sleep generates the “necessity” for a bed. Why must there be an idea of a bed at all? There is an idea of a bed because god believes people need a place to engage in the action of sleeping. If there is a god that created people, that need to sleep where did the idea of a bed come from? It was generated by the people’s need for a place to sleep, and ultimately the idea of the bed would have been generated by the people.

Michael Duncan-

One could look at passage #5 of Plato in many different ways, and I saw a view that I'm sure no one else had seen.  He says that there are 3 kinds of beds,  all governed by 3 different characters.  The first bed by God, the second bed by the carpenter, and the third bed by the painter. I tried to see this in a creative way, and I perceived it like this:  God created the bed,  the true form of it-EIDOS.  From what he made we all see of in our head when we think of bed.  What he created was perfect, and his creation represents all good and true in life.  The carpenter, deemed in life as a blue collar worker, could be compared to us as humans compared to God, the creator of the bed, and us as carpenters use the bed as the place where life is created and ended.  God made it so that the conception of life happens in the

bed, and that the end of life happens in a ones death bed.  The painter of the bed, could be seen as the pornographer.  He paints pictures of the bed and all its flaws, but it as well gives a different view of the bed for people to imagine of.  This is the opposite view that God had intended when he created his bed, and therefore the bed of the painter represents all bad and evil in the world. 

John Pangelinan-

In any shape or form that one wishes to put a bed in, be it speech, image, of material or thought, each would exist as a thought at some point prior to its form that apprehends the senses. It the thought of BED that is the ideal form: EIDOS. God may not have even conceived of the BED prior to the first craftsman’s creation or the first painter’s brush stroke. Speaking BED, all can understand in a simple singular dimension through its spelling, the same in the image of a bed in its two or three dimensional, all four dimensions are made clear in its actual fabrication. But spoken BED and the thought is apparent to all with their senses, the blind or the def. It is beyond those representations that consist of earthly elements. Nonetheless, these are ways of communicating BED. The craftsman and artist can recognize all the mediums that BED has taken form as well as Socrates and Glaucon and especially in thought and word. Is that not ideal? Thus it is true that God may not have or will ever create a BED. 

