PASSAGES FROM BACON

Passage # 1. (Bacon, New Organon, I, XCVIII)
And just as if some kingdom or state were to direct its counsels and affairs, not by letters and reports of ambassadors and trustworthy messengers, but by the gossip of the streets; such exactly is the system of management introduced by philosophy with relation to experience.  Nothing duly investigated, nothing verified, nothing counted, weighed, or measured, is to be found in natural history: and what in observation is loose and vague, is in information deceptive and treacherous.  

Passage # 2.  (Bacon, New Organon, XCV)

Those who have handled sciences have been either men of experiment or men of dogmas.  The men of experiment are like the ant; they only collect and use: the reasoners resemble spiders, who make cobwebs out of their own substance.  But the bee takes a middle course; it gathers material from the flowers of the garden and of the field, but transforms and digests it by a power of its own.  Not unlike this is the true business of philosophy; for it neither relies solely or chiefly on the powers of the mind, nor does it take the matter which it gathers form natural history and mechanical experiments and lay it up in the memory whole, as it finds it; but lays it up in the understanding altered and digested. 

Passage # 3.  (Bacon, New Organon, XLII)

The Idols of the Cave are the idols of the individual man.  For every one (besides the errors common to human nature in general) has a cave or den of his own, which refracts and discolours the light of nature; owing either to his own proper and peculiar nature; or to his education and conversation with others; or to the reading of books, and the authority of those whom he esteems and admires; or to the differences of impressions, accordingly as they take place in a mind preoccupied and predisposed or in a mind indifferent and settled; or the like.  

Passage # 4.  (Bacon, New Organon, CCCIV)

For we cannot command nature except by obeying her.

Passage # 5.  (Bacon, New Organon, XIV)

The syllogism consists of propositions, propositions consist of words, words are symbols of notions.  Therefore, if the notions themselves (which is the root of the matter) are confused and over-hastily abstracted from the facts, there can be no firmness in the superstructure.  Our only hope therefore lies in a true induction.

Passage # 6.   (Bacon, New Organon, XLV)

The human understanding is of its own nature prone to suppose the existence of more order and regularity in the world than it finds.  And though there be many things in nature which are singular and unmatched, yet it devises for them parallels and conjugates and relatives which do not exist.  
