PASSAGES FROM BRUNO

Passage # 1.  “Of Cause, Principle, and the One” (3)

Theo.  I should say, then, that one should not expect the natural philosopher to make plain all causes and principles; but only the physical, and only the principal and most essential of these.  And although these depend upon the first cause and first principle, this is, in any case, not such a necessary relation that from the knowledge of the one the knowledge of the other would follow; and therefore one should not expect that in the same science both should be set forth.


Dix.  How is that?


Theo.  Because from the cognition of dependent things, we are unable to infer other knowledge of first cause and principle, than by the somewhat inefficacious method of traces.  All things are, indeed, derived from the Creator’s will or goodness, which is the principle of His works, and from which proceeds the universal effect.  The same consideration arises in the case of works of art, in so much as he who sees the statue does not see the sculptor; he who sees the portrait of Helen does not see Apelles: but he sees only the result of the work which comes from the merit and genius of Apelles.  This work is entirely an effect of the accidents and circumstances of the substance of that man, who, as to his absolute essence, is not in the least known.


Dix.  So that to know the universe is like knowing nothing of the being and substance of the first principle, because it is like the accidents of the accidents.

Passage # 2.  “Of Cause, Principle, and the One” (8)

There are three sorts of intelligence; the divine which is all things, the mundane which makes all things, and the other kinds of spirits which become everything.  For it is needful that between the extremes the means should be found, which is the true efficient cause, not so much extrinsic as even intrinsic, of all natural things.

Passage # 3.  “Of Cause, Principle, and the One” (21)

Where there is soul, spirit, life, there is everything, for the creator of ideal forms and varieties is intellect.  And even if it does not obtain forms from matter, it nevertheless does not go begging for them outside of matter, because this spirit fills the whole.

Passage # 4.  “Of Cause, Principle, and the One” (11)

The World-Soul, as if unbound, rules the world in such a way that it is not hampered by that which it controls, and does not suffer from, nor with other things.  It rises without effort to lofty things.  In giving life and perfection to the body, it does not itself take any taint of imperfection from that body; and therefore it is eternally conjoined with the same subject.  The human soul is manifestly in quite the contrary condition.

Passage # 5.  “Of Cause, Principle, and the One” (12)

Dix. …I should not be glad to know in what manner you hold that this form makes its way into the material of the universe?

Theo.  It joins itself to it in such a manner that corporeal nature, which in itself is not beautiful, in so far as it is capable of it, shares the beauty of the soul, since there is no beauty which does not consist of some figures or form, and no form which has not been produced by a soul. 

Dix. I seem to be hearing an entirely new thing.  You hold perhaps that not only the form of the Universe, but all forms of natural objects are souls?

Theo. Yes.

Passage # 6.  “Of Cause, Principle, and the One” (16)

Surely, if any substantial thing could be annulled, the universe would become empty.

