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Passage # 4.  (Plato, Phaedo, XLV, 97)

I think that I am very far from believing that I know the cause of any of these things.  I cannot understand how, when they are brought together, this union, or placing of one by the other, should be the cause of their becoming two, whereas, when they were separated, each of them was one, and they were not two.  

Our passage comes down to the basic explination of why things are as they are.  The passage itself is Socrates justifying to his audience why he can’t understand or comprehend the causation of one plus one being two rather than two separate ones being brought together.  Socrates questions this by showing how both addition and division account for one becoming two.  The idea of the one to the many is later brought up in Plato’s Parmenides.

Leading up to this argument, Socrates has already disposed of the argument brought to him by Simias.  Simias’ argument demonstrates the theory of harmony.  This theory explains how if one string on a guitar is out of tune, playing the guitar as one is a potential disaster.  Likewise, if one part of the body is out of sync, the rest of the body is irrelevant.  If the soul is not there, then the body is not whole.  

He continues to build up his argument of understanding causation of the ways of the world by first explaining a bit of his personal history in Physical Science in order to appease Cebes’ argument on the immortality of the soul.  Having had a love for physical sciences in his younger years, his fascination for discovering the cause of things brought him to question the reasoning others had given as to the cause of these certain things.  

He then moves towards the argument of Anaxagoras, who asserts that intelligence is the order of all things.  Being pleased with that explanation Socrates carries it out farther insisting that intelligence would organize things in the best possible manner.

