Chronological & Related Notes for Method, Imagination, and Inquiry

Ancient Greek Philosophers & Writers (plus a couple of Romans)

Homer: ~800 BC? Legendary Blind epic poet, to whom are attributed both The Illiad and 

The Odyssey, depicting events of the Trojan war and its aftermath.  The poems were probably composed (or compiled?) between the 9th and 7th centuries BC.  The Homeric poems (including certain hymns) are one of the primary sources of Greek legends, myths, and cultural values.  Reputed to have lived on the isle of Chios (off the coast of present day Turkey).

Hesiod: 6th century, BC, fl ~700BC., from Boetia, in central Greece.  Author of Theogony 

(recounting myths of the gods) and Works and Days (a practical guide to living).  May have also been a rhapsode, or reciter of poetry.

Solon: ~630- ~560 BC:  Athenian statesman, poet and orator; one of the Seven Wise Men 

of Greece. (the others: Thales of Miletus, Pherecydes of Syros , Pittacus of Mytilene,   Anacharsis  of Scythia,  Periander of Corinth, Chilon of Sparta)

Thales: ~624-~545 BC  Milesian philosopher, water as the arche, and all of nature is a 

Living creature.   Included as one of the legendary Seven Sages of Greece.  No writings survive, but he evidently was celebrated for his astronomical speculations and for his work as an early pioneer in geometrical reasoning.

Anaximander: ~610-~545 BC Milesian philosopher Pupil of Thales, arche: apeiron, the 

unlimited.  Probably the first systematic cosmologist, placing the earth, unsupported, at the center of the cosmos.  Viewed the reaction or alternation between contrary or conflicting forces as essential for preserving balance in the universe.

Pythagoras: ~580- ~540 BC.  Ionian philosopher, emigrated to Southern Italy in 530s,

and established an academy and a more or less religious mystical brotherhood at Croton.  Best known for his work in geometry, harmonics, and views of the soul as subject to transmigration and rebirth.

Anaximines: Fl ~545 BC  Milesian philosopher, air as the archaic element. All other 

elements: fire, water, earth, condense from air.  Early empirical tendency, substituting physical explanation for myth (as in the insight that the rainbow is not a goddess, Iris, but the effect of sunlight upon water in the air).

Heraclitus: <Heracleitis> ~540-~480 BC; early advocate for logos (or reason), but made 

fire the archaic element and, at least in Plato’s view, constant change or flux the essential principle of reality.

Aeschylus: ~525- ~425 BC.  The oldest of the three great Athenians tragedians.  Best 

known plays: the Oresteia (Agamemnon, The Libation Bearers, The Eumenides); Prometheus Bound.

Parmenides: b. ~515 BC, from the Greek colony in Italy, at Elea. Asserted in a long 

hexameter verse composition, On Nature (of which only a few pages survive), that the appearance of a multiplicity of things is only an appearance of a single, unified principle of Being that is One.  He cautions strongly (in a surviving passage from his treatise) that one should not assert that that which is not exists, since it opens the way to destructive contradictions and paradoxes.

Anaxagoras: ~500-~428 BC  Ionian philosopher, moved to Athens around 480.  Rejected 

the idea that the physical universe could be explained by descent from one archaic element, but supposed an unlimited number: (flesh, for instance, comes from the qualities inherent in flesh, not from something else, and so on for all substances).  Argued, however, that mind (nous) was the ultimate cause of everything, by mixing primitive substances, and by setting in train sequential development of the result.

Peloponnesian War:  431-404 BC.  The second major war between Greek alliances, let 

respectively by Athens & Sparta.  The first war ended with the 30 Years’ Treaty (445 BC).  The war was fought, with intermittent truces, over the question of political, economic, and military supremacy in the Aegean.  In 411, the democracy championed by Pericles (qv) was overthrown by an oligarchy, later replaced by a larger alliance known as the Five Thousand.  Democratic leaders refused peace negotiations, and Athens, after a long blockade, surrendered in 406.  The usual view is that this marked the beginning of the decline of classical Greek civilization.  See Thucydides.

Sophocles: 496- 406 BC; One of the three great Athenian tragedians, and a soldier & 

statesman.  Best known plays:  Oedipus Rex, Antigone, Oedipus at Collonus.
Zeno: ~495-430 BC.  Eleatic philosopher, a student & follower of Parmenides;

one of the earliest practitioners of Dialectic; the author of several notable paradoxes, including Achilles & the Tortoise.

Pericles: ~495-429 BC.  Greek statesman, principal figure in the rise of democracy in 

Athens.  

Persian Wars: 492-442 BC.  Extended wars between the Greek city-states and the Persian 

empire, led by Darius & Xerxes.  The Greeks, dramatically outmatched, defeated the Persians at the battle of Marathon, under the generalship of Miltiades, where 10,000 Greeks defeated more than 25,000 Persians.  A decade later, under Xerxes, the Persians returned, defeated this time by a Greek alliance at the battle of Plataea.

Empedocles: ~490- ~430 BC: Greek Sicilian philosopher; argued all reality 

emerged from the contrary principles of Love and Strife.  Stife causes elements to separate alone; Love brings them into conjunction. Influenced by Parmenides & possibly Pythagoras, on the transmigration of souls.

Herodotus: ~484-~420? BC; author of first sustained narrative History, concerning the 

Greek-Persian wars.  Does not always distinguish clearly between myth, legend, and ascertainable evidence.

Euripedes:  484-406 BC; The youngest of the three great Athenian tragedians.  Best 

known plays: the Bacchae, Trojan Women, Iphegenia at Aulis, Hyppolytus.

Socrates: 470-399 BC;  philosopher & stone cutter; evidently illiterate, but a skilled 

practitioner of dialectic (as argument carried out by question and answer) and celebrated teacher.  Put to death for impiety against the gods and corrupting the young: sentenced to take his own life by drinking hemlock.  Teacher of Plato (and, among others, Alcibiades).

Thucydides: ~460-~404 BC; author of first systematic and analytical history, The History 

of the Pelopennesian War.

Aristophanes: ~450- ~388 BC.  Greatest Athenian comedian; Best known plays: The Frogs, The Clouds, Lysistrata.

Alcibiades: ~450-404 BC.  A gifted orator, soldier, and politician; one of the students of 

Socrates.  Numerous shiftings of loyalty during the Peloponnesian wars.  Reputed to be as unscrupulous as he was clever. 

Plato: 428-327 BC

Aristotle: 384-322 BC

Speusippus:  Plato’s nephew, the head of Plato’s Academy after his death in 347 BC.

Ovid: 43 BC-17 AD.  Roman poet; his Metamorphoses is one of the principal ancient

sources of mythology & legend.

Petronius Arbiter: d. 66 AD.  Roman consul and reputed author of the Satyricon, a 

picaresque narrative containing numerous stories and accounts of legendary figures. Yes, Virginia, it’s a dirty book.

Virgil: 70 BC-19 BC.  Roman epic poet, author of The Aeneid, a literary epic linking the

founding of the Roman republic and empire to the events of the Trojan War.

Seneca: ~ 4BC- ~65 AD:  Roman playwright and Stoic philosopher.  Best known 

philosophical work: Moral Letters.  

