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Course Description

This course is intended as an introduction to Modern American Literature, but it will address two related questions.  The first is theoretical, concerning the nature and the status of a literary work, its intellectual and cultural functions, and the process of reasoning as it is exemplified in imaginative work.  The second pertains to literacy in a broad sense.   This will be a writing intensive (“W”) course, with three essays required, as described below.  But our main focus will be on reading.  

All course communication will be electronic.  You will need to have access to a stable email account, and access to the internet.  All materials for the course will be posted to the following web site:

http://depts.washington.edu/lsearlec/354/
Written assignments will be submitted as email attachments, following a set of very specific requirements.  We will go over these in class, and a document outlining the procedures will be posted to the web site.

Two short papers and one longer paper (the final) will be required.  I expect formal, academic prose, with cogent arguments and a meaningful title on each essay.

I will also ask that you form reading and discussion groups, that are to meet (and take minutes of meetings) at least once a week.  Details will follow.

Reading:

William Carlos Williams:  In the American Grain

Sherwood Anderson:  Winesburg, Ohio
T.S. Eliot: Collected Poems
William Faulkner: Light in August

William Carlos Williams: Paterson

There will be other materials on the website.

Syllabus:

Week 1 
Jan. 5:  Introduction



Jan. 7:  William Carlos Williams: In the American Grain,  ch. 1-6 (Red Eric 




to Sir Walter Raleigh)

Week 2:
Jan. 12: William Carlos Williams: IAG, ch. 7-11 (Voyage of Mayflower to

 


Père Sebastian Rasles)



Jan. 14: Williams: IAG, ch. 16, 17, 21. (Jacataqua, The Virtue of History, 

Abraham Lincoln



FIRST PAPER ASSIGNMENT (due Jan. 21)

Week 3:
Jan. 19: Holiday  No Class



Jan. 21:  Sherwood Anderson: Winesburg, Ohio  (have the whole book

 

finished)

Week 4:
Jan. 26: T.S. Eliot: Prufrock and Other Observations  (all 12 poems; also,




read the Book of Ecclesiastes in the Old Testament (King James ver. ) ).



Jan. 28: T. S. Eliot: Prufrock  &c  continued.

Week 5:
Feb. 2: T. S. Eliot: The Waste Land



Feb. 4: T. S. Eliot: Four Quartets



SECOND PAPER ASSIGNMENT (Due Feb. 11)

Week 6:
Feb. 9: William Faulkner: Light in August, ch. 1-6



Feb. 11: LIA, ch. 6-13

Week 7:
Feb. 16: Holiday No Class:  KEEP READING  LIA,  ch 14-16



Feb. 18: LIA, ch. 17-end.

Week 8:
Feb. 23:  Concluding discussion, Light in August


Feb. 25: William Carlos Williams: Paterson, Book 1



FINAL PAPER ASSIGNMENT (due Mar. 15)

Week 9:
Mar. 1: Paterson, Book II



Mar. 3: Paterson, Book III
Week 10:
Mar. 8: Paterson, Books IV & V



Mar. 10:  Conclusion

FINAL PAPERS DUE, March 15: 2:30

