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This course is part of the core seminar offerings in Textual Studies.  The course is designed to provide both a free ranging consideration of issues pertaining to hypertext and multimedia in literary and cultural studies, and to provide a venue for a very specific and practical exploration of problems in textual representation.

I should say at the start what the course will not be.  It will not be a ‘how-to’ course for developing web sites, learning to write HTML code, or noodling around on the internet, though all of these worthy activities will enter into what we will be doing.

The primary focus will be on questions of theory, in three large arenas: first, technically, with respect to texts and associated cultural documents and artifacts as data structures; second, with theoretical issues posed by electronic representation and dissemination in the context of literary and cultural studies, through the use of SGML and HTML markup; and third (and perhaps most importantly), with an immediate and practical encounter with the problems of a specific (vexed) literary text, the manuscript of William Blake’s Vala or The Four Zoas.  

The course will meet on alternating days in MGH 74 & 76, one of which is a computer assisted classroom.  I will do my best to keep the topics of discussion on track so that discussions in the regular classroom will be followed out in the lab.

In general, the plan is to begin from the first week with a more or less hands-on examination of Blake’s notorious (unfinished) manuscript, with the aim of understanding concretely the kinds of decisions that must be made for marking up a text and representing its logical structure in an electronic medium.  The aim will not be to complete an electronic version of this manuscript (it has defied everyone, from Blake himself to the present day), but we will try to do some approximation of that.

Most of the textual material for the course will be derived from the internet.  There will be a course website (very plain and unadorned for now):

http://staff.washington.edu/lsearlec/593
Access to the internet is essential, not just from the lab.  If this presents a problem, please speak to me right away.

Requirements for the course:

Over the course of the quarter, I will ask each of you to do three things:

1. Make a presentation of literary / cultural studies web sites you have found and examined critically.  

2. In cooperation with at least two other class members, take on a sizeable chunk of Blake’s manuscript and work through it with a specific focus on what would need to be done to make an electronic “edition” of it genuinely useful to Blake scholars and critics.  

3. Write a critical essay at the end of the quarter on a specific problem or set of problems that have emerged from work you have been doing during the quarter.

Two texts were ordered: 

George Landow, ed.  Hyper / Text / Theory  (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1994)

William Blake: The Four Zoas: A Photographic Facsimile of the Manuscript (Bucknell)

The latter, alas, is out of print, so I have made copies for all class members.  It will be your responsibility to have the copies bound.  

In addition to the two major texts, I will provide lists of websites and other articles on the course website.  

The first assignment is to read the essays by Jerome McGann and Susan Hockey on the course website.  A fuller syllabus will be distributed at the second class meeting.

Here is a first installment of websites to examine:

WORKS BY WILLIAM BLAKE:

http://www.blakearchive.org/main.html
http://www.blakearchive.org/cgi-bin/nph-1965/blake/erdman/erd
SGML, HTML, XML

http://www.uic.edu/orgs/tei/sgml/teip3sg/
http://www.tei-c.org/Guidelines/index.htm
http://werbach.com/barebones/download.html
http://www.mcli.dist.maricopa.edu/tut/index.html
http://www.oasis-open.org/cover/xml.html
 (Suggestions forward from Susan Thornberg of AT&T’s Exodus Program)

Alertbox:  http://www.useit.com/alertbox/
Jakob Nielsen's Website: http://www.useit.com/
Alertbox columns:

http://www.useit.com/alertbox/9703b.html    (how to write for the web) 

http://www.useit.com/alertbox/9710a.html    (how users read on the web) 

http://www.useit.com/alertbox/980111.html  (using link titles to tell users where they're going) 

http://www.useit.com/alertbox/9605.html      (top ten mistakes in web design--1996) 

http://www.useit.com/alertbox/990502.html  (top ten mistakes revisited three years later--1999) 

http://www.useit.com/alertbox/990530.html  (top ten NEW mistakes in web design--1999) 

Syllabus:  English 593  /  Comp. Lit 596 / Humanities 523
Week 1:  
10-1
Introduction



10-3
Electronic Architecture: What is linked to what?

Week 2:
10-8
Textual Representation / Electronic Textuality
Landow: “What’s a Critic to Do?



10-10
The Blake Archive:  Illuminated Text and Transcription 
Blake: 4 Zoas, Erdman text

Week 3:
10-15    Textuality and Literary Theory:
        Arseth: Nonlinearity & Literary Theory



10-17
The Four Zoas, Night 1.   
       Douglas: “How do I stop this Thing?…”

Week 4:
10-22
Texts as Documents, as Data  Tansell: “The Varieties of Scholarly Editing”(website)



10-24    The Four Zoas, Night 2.

Week 5:
10-29
 Interpretation and Description
Liestol “Wittgenstein, Genette, Readers’ Narrative…”



10-31    The Four Zoas, Night 3.

Week 6:
11-5
Reports on Literary websites, I



11-7      Reports on Literary websites, II

Week 7:
11-12    Coding a Page:   TEI & HTML





11-14    Presentation of sample pages from Blake

Week 8:
11-19    Building links 



11-21    The Four Zoas, Nights 4 & 5

THANKSGIVING BREAK

Week 9:
11-26    Designing a Four Zoas Resource 



11-28
Night 5&6

Week 10:
12-3
Nightmares: Night 7



12-5
Night 7

Week 11:
12-10
Nights 8 &9



12-12

