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THE HOME OF MY ANCESTORS 

A long time ~go, this is ~ .how the homes of my 

ancestors looked. 

' . 

This was the kind of a home the father of my father had. 

It was located at sluX . (between Hamilton and Lyman,Wn.) near . 
• the shore of the Sk~git river. 

Many people lived in that one house because it was very b~g. 

However big it was. Maybe it w~s one hundred feet lo~g and . 
e;ghty f~et wide. 

My mother and my father lived in that house at slui. 

My mother told me, she said that my_ grandfather used to 

wak~ them up early in the morni~g, se~di~g them to the river. 

He would say to them, "do not just be laying there in bed 

smelli:ng y~ur b~dies, . get up nmt." 

'They were told·, "you will go and · bathe in the river." 

She said that, that was his custom with them all of the . 
time, summer or winter. [He was the head of the familr and this 

was one of the rules to be obeyed]. [his tra_ining]. 
... 
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Three fires la!ge this house was but . only the near, first 

fire was used for cooking the food. See- the salmon being 
c., , ,(£, J... 
baked, skewered on cooking sticks. 

. -
Let us talk about what you see in this bouse. 

1 . There are two Mallard ducks. They are ~ayi~g on top of the 

small place for putting things. 
• 

This was the game of the man laying down at the other end of 
• 

the house. He is resting because it was early in the morning . 
that1 he went hunti~g. 

The woman will pluck ~he ducks and· she will make soup of it. 

Excellent tasti~g soup, is the soup of the duck. 

2. There are clam baskets. 

Clams are put there · when they_ go clam d~ggi~g. 

3. There are cedar root baskets everywhere. 

That is where many varieties of dried -berries are put. 

Possessions of other kinds are also put into cedar root 

baskets wooden containers and cedar bark containers. 
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4. They have a dip net leani~g at the pole. 

They use this dip net at the river. They put it into the water 

and the· knowledgeable fisherman is rewarded with s.~lmon. 

5 . There is an old man telli~g stories to the children. They 

are sitti~g nicely and listeni~g intently. They are not 

playi~g around, disrespectfully. 

6 . There is a woman . twirli~g the l~g spindle, she prepares the 

wool of the sheep ~or tft!~t!~~vii~]kinds of clothi~g to 
I 

keep them warm. 

7. There is a woman wea~i~g a clam basket. 

She has her cedar bo~ghs in the .water, soaki~g. 
'I 

8 . The woman who is sitting at the other end of the house, is 
I • 

taki~g care of her tw~ . grandchildren. Their mother is 

berry picki~g. 

9. And the woman who is movi~g tOl'iard the center of the house, 

has a cedar root basket. She dipped water from the river. 

10. Look at the rocks near ·the first fire. They keep those brushed 

to put into the fire until they are hot. They then put them 

into the cedar root basket for boili~g their food. 

11. Ther e is a lot of food up above, ha~gi~g .. 
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11. continued. 

Dried salmon, dried meat, ·, meat of the deer. 

Dried horse clams. They dry the heads of salmon. 

12. You see the pole in the middle of the house. 

They have power pol~s tied there, two lo~g ones. 

They have power boards tied there, _ two of them • 
• 

They bel~o~g t~ the owner of the house·. 
t 

.. 

In the winter time he sings for them and they. go. 
• I 

• 
They~work. They help those who are si~k. They find 

~ 

somethi~g that is lost. They point out a thief. 

They help in many ways. 

' 
13 .~ There are three wooden ladles l'lhich 'they use for dippi~g soup, 

for food, £or water. 

14. There are deer hoove rattles ha~gi~g near the ladles. 

15. There are dried horse clams ha~gi~g near the dip net. 

16. There ·are drums at the other end of the house. 

One is behind the olm man telli~g stories and 

one is near the man who is sleepi~g. 
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17. Look at the cattail that have been made for b~ds; ~r~ made for 

the [wa11.s ]'. 

'And there · are animal skins use·ti ior blankets. 

Where our ancestors 1ived was. very good. 

• 

They h~lped each other, ·the'y knew each 'other. 

• Their customs 'liere good .Io~g· ~g~. 

This is taqwsab.lu taiki~g ; B-10-76. 

~ 
• + 

'l 

' • 
l 



/' 
l 

c 

?al tudi tuha?k"' g"'al ?asista ?a ti?a? k"'adi tu?al?al ?a 

ti tudyaiyaiab • . 

?asista k"'adi tu?al?al ?a ti bad ?~ ti tudbad. ?al 

slux k"'adi tus?a?s, i~g"'i~ ·?a ti sqajat stulak"' •. 

qa?ha? k"'adi t(u)as~a~li1 ?al ti?ii -ci~u1 ?al?al yaxi halab 

tuhik"'. k"':idas ta~ ·k"'i tushikis. x"'u?ala ?ulub ?i k"'i calac 

ta~ k"'i shaacs _g"'al ?ulub ?i k"'i' ~ix"' t'a~ k"'i sba?s. 

t(u)as~a~lil ci tudsk"'uy, ?i ti tudbad ?al ti?'i~ ?al?al 

?al sluX. ' 
· . ~ tuy~cabtubs ci tudsk"'.uy, tu?uqa~tubk"''a~. 'ha~g"'a ?a ti ?"ii! , 

tudscapa ?al k"'i i!up dadatu? _ g"'al tucasatab dx"'?al ti stulak"'. 

cutab, "x"'i k"'(i)adsx"'ul ?astadzii ?ashaq"'?abacab, 

g"'adilax"'. 

cutab, "i:utitab caleb ?al ti ?"ii: stulak"'." 
} 

?asista· k"'.a~ k"'i tu?alustubs, b'ak"' patab, padhadab, 

' padtas !' 

[yaxi sdzix"'qs ?a ti?i~ ?iisads· g"'al dii! ·xa~usadads] 



' . . . 
~ixW?alicup kWi ShikW ?a ti?a? ?al?al , gWal XWUl ti?a? 

I 

t ~i.t, i~dzixw hud kwi' ~uJ'actub dxw?al sqw_aldali~ad. suuc ti?i~ 

I 

s?uladx"' sq"'_olb ?assi~ ·?al xa:kw.ad • . 

1. ?a ti sali? xatxat. ?a's~aq ,saqabac ?a ti miman sax~tag"'talikw. 

sxwi?x"'i? ?a ti stubs ?astadzil di?adi. ?.uq~gwaxw yaxi 

tu~up dadatu? k"'i tus?ui"'s, xwi?x"'i?s • 
• 

~uXaciustub ?a ci s~~day? ti buqw_ gwar ~uca~ s~ub. 

adzalaqap slub, ti?i~ ;~~ub ?a buq"'. 

2. ?a ti x"'?axwa?ad. 

iud~gwa?tub 

3. , qaha kwi yfqyiq wus bakw.- ca,d . 

?al ti?i~ kwi b'akw_idup sqw_ala~ad ?assabtub_ gwal ?asdakw · 

?al ti?i~ • 

. gwal- · ~(u)asdakwtub kwi b'a~"': stab, 'stab~gws ?al fiq~us, 

?al waqa_l?' s~liay?ulc •. 

4. ?a ti qwulac ?as?iltub ?al ti?i~ caqwu~. 

iujactub ti?i~ "qwulac .?al ti stulakw .. iuJ'i.qa;ladzad_ gwal 

iudaha ?a kWi s?u}adXW k"'i SC8Wat dxWSXWi?x"'i?. 



( 

,, 

·' 

S.. ?a ti?i~ 1·ui · ?u?eyehubtx"' ti?i~ stawix"'a~. ?a~g"'edi1 ?a k"'i 

· ha?~ halg"'a g"'a1 ?u1aqa1adi. x"'i? g"'asukalpcuts ha1g"'e. 

6. -?a ci s~aday? ?uce1pad ti dzulaq ; ~uq "'ibid ti ?'i~ 1abatulqi? . . ~ 

dx"'?a1 k"'i . g"'esqalkalik"'s ?a k"'_i b·a:k"'. stab ·s~alabac 

, g"'asasqab~s ha~g"'a. 

7. ?a ci s~aday ?uca~ x"'ax"'a?ed. 

?asjiqt.x"' ti sti~g"'a ?a1 ti q~u? ~ ?esbasild • 
• 

8. ci?i~ · s~aday? ?a~g"'adil di?adi g"'a1 ?astlxadx"' ti 
' 

?ib?ibacs, sasa1i. ?u,tababi1"u~ ci ·si:"'uys ha~g"'a. 

9. . g"'a1 ci?i~ ·s~aday? 1asulacut g"'al ?ask"'adad ti?"ii "yiq"'.us, 

tuya~ad k"'i q"'u? tul?a1 ti stulak"'. 
- \ . 

;. 

10.~ suuc ti ?i~ ~·a~a~a ~itbid ?a ti ?i~ 'dzix"' bud, di~ 

l(u)a·stix"'tub g"'al luhudutab dx"'?a1 sadils g"'a1 

~ud~g"'atubax"' dx"'?al k"'i yiq"'us g"'al dax"'?uq"'alcalik"'ex"' 

?a k"'i s?a~a'd. 

11. ?a ti ?i~ qaha s? 'e~ad saqa1 tx"' J ?a'ski~ .· 

?assab s?u1adx"' J ?assab biac, sq~g"'ac·a~ti:?. 

?assab haac, ?assabqitab ti s?uladx"'. · 

' 
.12. suucax"' ti?"i~ caq"'u~ ?udag"'abac ?a ti ?a1?al. 

?esiidtab ti?i~ tastad, sali haac. 

?as~idtab · ti?i~ sg"'adi1ic sali. 
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12. continued. 

· gwe~ · ti?e? abs?a1?al ti?e? di?a?. 

?a1 padtes. gwel ~u?i1ucit~b ti?i?a? gwal ~u?uxw 

~uyayus. · ~ukwaxwad kwi ?asxe~ •. · ~u?eydxw kwi stab ?asxwil. · 

gwela?ed kwi dxwsqada. b'efcw_ stab. gwaskwaxwaxws. 

13. ?a·sfci~ 'kwi ~ixw ~abqs, daxw ?uya~alikws he1gwe ?e kwi siub, 

?a kwi s?aiad, ?e kwi qwu?. 

14. ?esfcu ·kwi' fcw_atilsa_d, · ~i:tbid- ?a tf iabqs. 

' • 

15. ?esk'i~ kwi ?assab hac, · ~i:tbid ?a ti q wu1ac. 

16. ?a ti tasadi di?adi. \ 

?a ti 'd~li qadbid ?a ti Iu~ _?l:l?eyehub, gwa1 

~ ?a ti ·a~u? citbid ?a ti stubs ?as?itut. 
I 
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'Suuc r'Cexv ti ?U ?ul ?al ?esCQ!I:tub · ·s!l:~gvid ?esCa!l:tub 

. g~el \?a ti ?ii-'(~a?ad)"(l~w_e'lu? ) - scai 'sqelikw_ ' . 

ha?i ti?ii tu?a!?a1uss halgwa ?al kwadi tuha?kw. 

taqwseblu ci?e? lee~ . gw~g~ed. 8-9-76 

t .. 
; 


