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Congratulations for the OSPI Tribal Language Program Grants!
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Starting with 
Questions3

• What is Dual Language Learning and 
Teaching?

• Is Dual Language Learning and Teaching 
the same as Heritage Language Learning 
and Teaching?

• What have we learned about Heritage 
Language Learning and Teaching during 
five years of UW Heritage Language 
Symposia?
• Who is a heritage language learner?
• What can we do to better attend to 

the needs of heritage language 
learners?

• How can Project-Based Learning 
meet the needs of heritage language 
learners?

• How could WAFLT help support 
Lushootseed and other Native American 
Languages?



What is Dual 
Language 
Learning and 
Teaching?
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Dual language is a form 
of bilingual education in 
which students are 
taught literacy and 
content in two 
languages.

https://www.dlenm.org/who-we-are/what-is-dual-language-
education/ (retrieved 10/16/2020)

https://www.dlenm.org/who-we-are/what-is-dual-language-education/


What is Dual 
Language 
Learning and 
Teaching?
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Models depend on the make-up of the students:
• One-Way: Usually means all the students 

share a language (other than English) and 
are learning literacy and content in both 
English and that language.  Most of these 
programs serve Spanish Heritage Language 
students.

• One-Way: Can also mean all students are 
English speakers who are now learning 
literacy and content in both English and 
another language. The other language is 
most often Spanish, but could be French, 
Japanese, German, Mandarin, Portuguese, 
Russian, or any other language.

• Two-Way: Means that about half the 
students are native English speakers and 
half are native/heritage speakers of a 
different language. Together they are 
learning literacy and content in both 
languages. This has been shown to be the 
most effective model for Bilingual 
Education. (Thomas & Collier)



Is Dual Language 
Learning and 
Teaching the 
same as Heritage 
Language 
Learning and 
Teaching?

Dual Language Education can be a model for 
serving Heritage Language Speakers

• BUT… it depends on having enough 
speakers of that language to offer an 
academic program in school

• It also depends on having access to 
appropriate instructional materials for 
teaching academic content (like Math, 
Science, Social Studies) in the language

Heritage Language Speakers deserve to have 
access to their home or heritage language 
whether or not the school can offer a Dual 
Language program for them

• AND… it is still helpful for Heritage 
Language programs to teach literacy and 
content through the Heritage Language
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What have 
we learned 
from five 
years of UW 
STARTALK 
Heritage 
Language 
Symposia?

https://depts.washington.edu/startalk/events.php

• 2020 Heritage Language Symposium at the UW

• 2019 Heritage Language Symposium at the UW

• 2018 Heritage Language Symposium at the UW

• 2015 Heritage Language Symposium at the UW

• 2014 Heritage Language Symposium at the UW
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https://depts.washington.edu/startalk/events.php
https://depts.washington.edu/startalk/heritage_symposium_2020.php
https://depts.washington.edu/startalk/heritage_symposium_2019.php
https://depts.washington.edu/startalk/heritage_symposium_2018.php
https://depts.washington.edu/startalk/heritage_symposium_2015.php
https://depts.washington.edu/startalk/heritage_symposium_2014.php


Please type in the chat or speak up

Who is a heritage 
language 
learner?

Hint: There is no 
“one” right 

answer.
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Highlights from 2014 Heritage Language Symposium
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Please type in the chat or speak up

What can we do to 
better attend to the 

needs of heritage 
language learners?
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Highlights from 2015 Heritage Language Symposium
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Please type in the chat or speak up

How can Project-
Based Learning meet 
the needs of heritage 
language learners?
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Highlights from 2018 Heritage Language Symposium
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Project-Based Learning (PBL)
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In summary, 
we have 
learned that 
we need to:

• Recognize WHO Heritage Language 
Learners are in all their beautiful 
complexity and meet them WHERE they 
are (in terms of proficiency)

• Make their learning meaningful, 
engaging, and accessible

• Make them active, autonomous 
learners

• Use Project-Based Learning
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Please type in the chat or speak up

Do any of these ideas make 
sense for learners of 

Lushootseed? 
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How could WAFLT help 
support Lushootseed and 

other Native American 
Languages?
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Washington 

Association for 

Language Teaching

The WAFLT volunteer 

testing experts have a 

decade of experience 

establishing testing 

programs in 30+ school 

districts in Washington.

Wed can help you create 

sustainable systems to test 

your bilingual/biliterate 

students.

Learn more at:
http://depts.washington.ed
u/waflttest/

http://depts.washington.edu/waflttest/


20



How do 
students 
qualify for the 
Washington 
State Seal of 
Biliteracy?

• Students can qualify for the State Seal of 
Biliteracy through World Language 
Competency-Based Credit testing 
• Demonstrating Intermediate Mid proficiency in 

language skills (qualifies for 4 high school credits)

• WAFLT supports Custom Tests for less 
commonly taught/tested languages. Since 
2014, we have tested in over 60 languages

• The model procedure states clearly:
• “a world language other than English must 

include American sign language and Native 
American languages”
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Please type in the chat or speak up

Conversation about 
Lushootseed and the State 

Seal of Biliteracy
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Thank you for inviting me!

Dr. Michele Anciaux Aoki 
michele@anciauxinternational.com

http://depts.washington.edu/waflttest/
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