
 

Drug Interactions with Lipid Lowering Agents 

Lipid Agent atorvastatin1

(Lipitor©) 
pravastatin 

(Pravachol©) 
simvastatin 

(Zocor©) 
rosuvastatin 
(Crestor©) 

lovastatin 
(Mevacor©) 

lopinavir/ritonavir Start with 10mg 
(AUC ↑ 5.9 fold) 

Standard dose 
(AUC ↑ 33%) Not recommended Standard dose2 Not recommended 

nelfinavir  Start with 10mg 
(AUC ↑ 74%) Standard dose Not recommended 

(AUC ↑ 505%) Standard dose Not recommended 

ritonavir/ saquinavir 
(400mg/400mg) 

Start with 10mg 
(AUC ↑ 79%) 

Standard dose 
(AUC ↓ 50%) 

Not recommended 
(AUC ↑ 3059%) Standard dose Not recommended 

ritonavir boosted 
PIs Start with 10mg Standard dose Not recommended   Standard dose Not recommended

efavirenz Standard dose 
(AUC ↓ 43%) 

Standard dose 
(AUC ↓ 40%) 

Standard dose 
(AUC ↓ 60%) Standard dose No data available 

delavirdine 
Use lowest possible 
dose; (Case report 
of rhabdomyolysis) 

No data available Not recommended Standard dose Not recommended 

1 Use of simvastatin and lovastatin is not recommended with any protease inhibitors. Caution should be exercised with concomitant 
use of atorvastatin with other protease inhibitors (Data not available). Use lowest possible atorvastatin dose or consider pravastatin.  
2 In vitro and in vivo data indicate that rosuvastatin clearance is not dependent on metabolism by cytochrome P450 3A4 to a clinically 
significant extent. 
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