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Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

IDEA Part C Early Intervention
•

 
Federally Legislated Grant 

•
 

Administered by States
•

 
Serves children birth to 3 years

Entitlement www.scc.gov



Part C Eligibility

Developmental Delay

States Define Criteria

Diagnosed Condition
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Medical
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Part C Early Intervention in Washington State
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Sources: Washington Part C State Performance Plan 2005-2010 & ITEIP Program Data King County 2007-2008
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Question
Why is King County serving fewer children in Part C
than expected? 

Particularly children birth to 12 months

Low Referrals in King County

Hypothesis
Children who are eligible for Part C services
in King County are receiving services from non-Part C
therapy providers



Hypothesis Testing:  Non-Part C Providers

Study Aims
Describe Children

Determine % Part C Eligible
State criteria (WA eligible)

Broadened state criteria (PE eligible)

Identify Group Differences
WA Eligible

PE Eligible (Eligible IF…)

Not eligible



Study

Design
Descriptive study

Methods
Retrospective medical therapy chart review
Non-Part C medical therapy provider 

Population
Children birth to under 36 months
July 1, 2007 – June 30, 2008
217 files



Study Variables

Predictors
Child Characteristics

Demographic
Diagnostic
Developmental test scores

Outcome
Part C Eligibility

WA Eligible 
PE Eligible (Eligible IF)
Not Eligible



Results: Child Characteristics

46% 45% 9%

52% 48%

49% 5% 17% 15% 14%

55% 19% 26%

61% 39%

Diagnosis

Insurance

Race

Age

Sex
Male

0 –

 

11 months
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Private

Risk Condition

Female
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23 months 24 –

 

35 months

OtherAsianHispanicBlack

Public

Developmental Delay Diagnosed Condition



Results: Eligibility

WA Eligible
37%

PE Eligible
20%

Not Eligible
43%

n = 217

43

94 80



Group Differences: Age
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Study
 

Findings                So What?

Children are being served!

Children birth to 12 months are 
being served!

Children served by Non-

 
Part C 

providers contribute to low %

State eligibility criteria may 
contribute to low referrals 
<12months 

Extending eligibility may 
increase referrals <12months

Reduced % of WA eligible 
children referred due to at risk/ 
perinatal

 
conditions

Increased % of children with at 
risk/perinatal

 
condition referred 

<12 months

Reduced % of WA eligible 
children referred <12 months



Limitations

Under/Over Estimation of Part C Eligible Children
33% of files inaccessible

discharged > 1yr
inpatient therapy only
files in use

Single Non-Part C Medical Therapy Provider
May not represent

Medical therapy providers
King County population 



Implications for King County 

Increase collaboration with 
Non –Part C providers

State / Federal reporting
Ensure availability to eligible children 

Inform family outreach
Awareness of Part C 
Access additional support services

Inform discussion about state 
eligibility criteria

Increase funding
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