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UWMC honored for outstanding transplantation performance


The UW Medical Center has received national recognition for extraordinary performance in transplantation from the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) of the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services. 
UWMC received two out of ten silver medals awarded and was the only center out of 744 in the nation to receive more than one silver. Three organ transplantation programs at UWMC were cited for outstanding performance: kidney (silver), liver (silver), and kidney-pancreas (bronze).
The awards were presented this week at the Sixth National Learning Congress for the Donation and Transplantation Community of Practice in Grapevine, Texas. The congress is sponsored by the HRSA Division of Transplantation and the Organ Donation and Transplantation Alliance. Jorge Reyes, chief of the Division of Transplantation Surgery, and Stephen Zieniewicz, executive director of UW Medicine, received the awards on behalf of the UWMC programs. 


Criteria for the awards are 1-year post-transplant survival rates of grafts for transplants performed between January 2007 and June 2009; deceased donor transplant rates; and waitlist mortality rates. 

Awardees must be significantly better than expected on at least one criterion—and not worse than expected on any criterion—to receive a bronze medal, better than expected on two criteria for a silver medal, and better than expected on all three for the gold. One gold, ten silver, and 148 bronze medals were awarded. 

UWMC received the following medals: 

· One of six silver medals awarded for kidney transplantation (1-year survival rate of 96.7%) 
· One of two silver medals for liver transplantation (1-year survival rate of 90.8%) 
· One of 22 bronze medals given for kidney-pancreas transplantation (1-year survival rate of 95.5%)
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Robert L. Carithers, Jr., professor of medicine in the Division of Gastroenterology, is director of the Liver Care Line and medical director of the Liver Transplantation Program at UWMC. Connie L. Davis, professor of medicine in the Division of Nephrology, is director of the Kidney Care Line and co-director of the Kidney and Kidney-Pancreas Transplant Program at UWMC. 
Drs. Carithers and Davis thank their colleagues who are also responsible for the success of these programs, including Renuka Bhattacharya, Iris Liou, Lei Yu, and Charles Landis on the staff of the Hepatology Section; Elizabeth Kendrick, Nicolae Leca, Kimberley Muczynski, Ashley Jefferson, Raimund Pichler, and Suhail Ahmad in Nephrology; and Ajit Limaye and Bob Rakita in Infectious Diseases. 
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