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The purpose of this seminar is to introduce students to ethnography as a method for field research.  The course is premised on the assumption that all students enrolled plan to conduct intensive ethnographic research as part of their graduate education.  Through reading, practice, discussion and mutual support, students will be expected to learn from and reflect on their own and others’ research projects.  While the main focus of the course is on doing ethnography, we will also consider some of the issues troubling its contemporary practice.   

Reading


The following books have been ordered at the University Bookstore:

Brewer, John D., 2000.  Ethnography. Philadelphia: Open University Press.

Metcalf, Peter, 2002.  They Lie, We Lie: Getting on with Anthropology. New York: Routledge.

Emerson, Robert M., Rachel I. Fretz and Linda L. Shaw.  1995.  Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Sanjek, Roger, ed. 1990.  Fieldnotes: The Makings of Anthropology.  Ithaca: Cornell University Press.

Gupta, Akhil and James Ferguson, eds.  1997. Anthropological Locations: Boundaries and Grounds of a Field Science.  Berkeley: University of California Press.

Alasuutari, Pertti.  1995. Researching Culture: Qualitative Method and Cultural Studies.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Hammersley, Martin and Paul Atkinson.  1983. Ethnography: Principles in Practice.  New York: Tavistock Publications.

Van Maanen, John.  1988. Tales of the Field: On Writing Ethnography.  Chicago: Chicago University Press.

In addition, a small reader will be available and will be discussed at the first class.  Additional readings may be added during the quarter.

Requirements

Four different kinds of work are expected for this class.  Students will:

1. Carry out two specific, individualized practice assignments.

2. Follow and support the work of two other students.

3. Prepare a brief annotated methods bibliography to be distributed to the class as a whole, based on the specific needs of the student.

4. Write a final report – not a research paper – on the practice work conducted for the class.  

Further details about these projects are provided in the assignment sheets.  Students may also be asked to prepare specific material or brief presentations on reading for the class.

PRELIMINARY OUTLINE

October 1-17:  Beginning field work
For the first two weeks of the quarter we will concentrate on the specifics of gaining access to a field site, observation and note-taking.  

Class reading for October 1-10: 

“What is Ethnography?” Chapter 1 in Hammersley and Atkinson


“The Research Process in Ethnography,” Chapter 3 in Brewer 


Emerson et al, Chapters 1-5

 
Jackson, “I Am a Fieldnote” in Sanjek, pp. 3-33

On or before October 8 you should write to me describing your plans for your project.

There will be no class during the third week of the quarter (October 15 and 17).  During this week you will work on the first practice assignment (see assignment sheet).  

October 22-November 7: Methods and reflections
During this period research pairs will present one another’s work to the class.  This will probably be organized so that presentations are interspersed with discussion of reading.  We will continue exploration of specific fieldwork techniques and consider ethics, interpersonal aspects of fieldwork, and some of the larger historical and theoretical issues for doing ethnography.  

Class reading:

Metcalf: They Lie, We Lie: Getting on with Anthropology
 “Discipline and Practice: ‘The Field’ as Site, Method and Location in Anthropology,” Chapter 1 in Gupta and Ferguson

Laurent Dubois, “‘Man’s Darkest Hours’: Maleness, Travel and Anthropology.”  In Women Writing Culture, ed. Behar and Gordon, pp. 306-321, University of California Press, 1995

Turner, Victor, “Muchona the Hornet.”  In The Forest of Symbols: Aspects of Ndembu Ritual, Cornell, 1967 

Willis, Paul and Mats Trondman, “Manifesto for Ethnograpy.”  Ethnography, 1(1):5-16, 2000

Wolf, Margery, “Future of Anthropology; An Ethnographer’s Perspective,” p. 7 Anthropology Newsletter, September 2002

October 31: Visitor: Helen McGough, Head of Human Subjects Division

Note: We are likely to have an additional class – possibly in the evening –  at some point during this period, scheduled to accommodate as many people as possible.

November 12-December 10: Analysis and writing

This part of the course will focus on what to do with the fieldwork material you have gathered.  

Class reading:

“The Analysis, Interpretation and Presentation of Ethnographic Data,” Chapter 4 in Brewer 

Emerson, Chapters 6-8

In addition we will read some examples of ethnographic writing and possibly some selections from Alaasutari.

There will be no class during the seventh week of the quarter (November 19 and 21).  You will work on the second practice assignment.

December 3: Annotated Bibliography Due (prepared for class distribution).  See assignment sheet.
December 12: Final Report Due in Rhodes mailbox, Denny mezzanine.  See assignment sheet.
FIRST PRACTICE ASSIGNMENT

Week of October 7-11

This assignment has three parts:

1 Students will conduct a small ethnographic project* tailored to their individual interests and plans.  This is a practice exercise, most likely focused on observation and/or interviewing. While this exercise will be productive – you will “gather” material in some form – it is primarily intended as a tool for learning and reflection.  There will be opportunities in class and individually to discuss the particular challenges and limitations involved in specific projects.  You are expected to consult with the instructor before embarking on this assignment.
· Those of you who already have fieldwork experience should choose a project that fills in some element you have not practiced.  For example, if your work has been at “home,” choose an unfamiliar setting; if you feel interviewing skills need work, set up interviews specifically to meet that need.

· Previous student projects have included: observation of a support group for new parents, participation in a religious festival, a visit to an unfamiliar church and interview with pastor, interview with an elder in an immigrant community, a day of observation at a welfare clinic, and a comparison of note-taking methods used in three interviews.  Some projects may be more difficult to set up than others, and we will adjust our discussion schedule accordingly; however, you should make every effort to get most of your project done during the assigned week.

2 Students will also form pairs and work together in the following way:  As you are working on your own project, you will also observe, document and support the project of your partner.  This may involve working with your partner in planning his or her project, going with your partner to a field site, “debriefing” following an observation or interview, reading your partner’s notes, and/or trouble-shooting with your partner as s/he works through difficulties.  During the week in which you are conducting the independent part of this assignment, you are expected to meet with your partner in person at least three times.

3 During the two/three weeks after projects are conducted, students will present in class the work of their partner.  The presentation should address the partner’s goals, efforts to meet those goals, difficulties encountered, and how solutions were worked out.  The partner will contribute, of course, to the discussion of his or her own project.

*NB: This project is intended for educational purposes only.

SECOND PRACTICE ASSIGNMENT

Week of November 18-22

This assignment also has three parts:

1 Students will use “gathered” material to practice the skills of analysis and “writing-up.”  The design of this assignment, again, depends on the interests and needs of individual students.  You may use material from the first assignment or you may have other fieldwork material you want to use.  The goal is to practice managing your material and developing ideas, connections and examples. 

2 Again, you will work with a partner.  The partner’s task is to observe and consult with you as you work with your material.  As in the first assignment, you must meet with your partner in person at least three times during the course of the week.  

3 As in the first exercise, you will be responsible for reporting on your partner’s work, but the presentations of partners’ work will likely be less structured than in the previous exercise.

ANNOTATED BIBIOGRAPHY

The large literature on ethnographic and qualitative methods is both helpful and quite redundant.  This assignment allows you to find those materials that are specifically useful to you and, eventually, to draw on the work of all of your classmates.  The idea here is to search, scan and skim until you find selections to help you with the things that interest you.  For example, you may find you want to explore how other researchers manage their fieldnotes.  Or you may have issues of access, ethical dilemmas or research-at-home questions that you want to investigate.  You may want to start with the extensive list produced by Sage Publications, the main publisher of methodology guides for the social sciences.  The bibliographies of the books we are reading will also be helpful.  Other sources may be specific to your own field site, and the internet may provide useful material.  Some of you may want to explore the use of ethnographic data management programs such as Atlas and Ethnograph.  

Your bibliography should be annotated to inform classmates of the interest, quality and usefulness of your selections.  

Note that some of the readings ordered at the bookstore are not required for class reading.  You may not need to buy all of them.
Due December 3, with copies for all members of the class, no longer than 7 pages.

FINAL REPORT

Your final report should discuss your practice exercises, how you handled them and what you learned from them.  You may decide to briefly discuss how your experience and results differed from your partner’s, but discussion of your partner’s work is not necessary.  Include some discussion of how you plan to incorporate this learning into your prospective dissertation project and some reflections on ethnography itself as a practice, professional identity and arena of controversy within anthropology.  This report does not need to be structured like a research paper but it should be organized, readable and thoughtful.  Extensive references are not necessary.

Due December 12, no shorter than 7 pages or longer than 15. 

PAGE  
1

