The purpose of this course is to expand and deepen your knowledge of the qualitative research, the use of qualitative research techniques and your understanding of current issues concerning qualitative methodology in human geography research and in the social sciences more generally.   The learning objectives of this course are threefold.  First, we learn how social theory and philosophy continually and reciprocally shape methodology as well as research design and strategies.  I will emphasize the contributions of feminist theory to qualitative methodology in human geography.   Second, we study and some will employ various techniques such as interviewing, participant observation and life history collection that include writing fieldnotes and interview transcription. And finally, we examine modes of analysis such as textual interpretation, discourse analysis and ethnography and engage and interrogate the process of writing up and representing  the results of our research. We also grapple with the issues of ethics, representation and authority as part of the research process.

