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                   is going Green!


(One small step at a time.)
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Your appliances use energy even when they’re not in use (e.g., TV, DVD player, stereo, cell phone charger, and computer). 

This is called the “phantom load” or “phantom draw.”  Devices that draw electricity when turned off are called “vampires.”

A good example of a vampire: your TV is never truly “off,” it powers the receiver for your remote control and keeps the picture tube warmed up all the time. This is so you can watch TV the moment you turn it “on.” Your VCR also uses power constantly to keep the clock running; anything with a remote or a clock, virtually anything plugged into a wall uses power constantly.

The cube-like transformers plugged into your wall are an especially big power drain. 

While this may not seem like a lot of energy for any given household, it adds up very quickly. 

· Stopping phantom load can reduce your electricity bill by 5%, some even say up to 15%!!

· Phantom load makes up approximately 6% of the national residential electricity consumption.

· Wikipedia refers to a study claiming the energy wasted by phantom load in America alone could power all of Greece, Vietnam, and Peru, approximately 43 billion kilowatt hours per year (see webpage below; study published by Home Power Magazine). 

Here’s a nifty webpage for calculating your own phantom load: http://www.kouba-cavallo.com/phantom.html
Your challenge:

Stop your phantom load! 

Before our next meeting: 
· Make it a habit to unplug devices when they are not in use. 
· You can also plug them into a surge protector power strip and turn the strip off whenever possible. Choose one appliance, perhaps your TV, and start using a power strip.
· [image: image3.wmf]Next time you buy an appliance, remember Energy Star appliances have reduced phantom load (this is especially important for appliances you can’t turn off, such as your refrigerator). 
The contents of this page are from 

http://www.ocf.berkeley.edu/~recycle/ssec/download/Phantom%20Load.pdf and  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phantom_load. 
















Thank you for helping!
J. Sayrs EBTCS 2007

