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           is going Green!


(One small step at a time.)





May, 2008

Your water heater loses heat constantly. If you wrap it with an insulation blanket, you can save yourself money as well as prevent approximately 1000lbs of CO2 emissions with the electricity you save. 

You can also reduce the temperature on your water heater to 120°F. You will still get a hot shower, it will not affect your dishwasher (it has its own means of heating water), and it will save you 500lbs of CO2 per year.

If you are thinking of remodeling or greening-up your home, consider purchasing a tankless water heater. These heaters warm the water on an as-needed basis, so no storage of hot water is needed. 

Hot showers are wonderful, but also use a great deal of electricity. Try installing a low-flow showerhead and you can save 350 pounds of CO2 per year.

You can also wash your clothes in cold or warm water (instead of hot) and save up to 500 pounds of CO2 per year. There are even new detergents that are specifically designed to wash in cold, which get good reviews in Consumer Reports.

If you followed all of these recommendations, you could eliminate more than 2000 pounds of CO2 per year!

Your challenge:

Insulate!

Before our next meeting: 
· Install a thermal blanket around your water heater. These cost approximately $15-$20 at your local home store or hardware store.
· Be sure to cut a window in the blanket so the safety information and operational specifications printed on the side of the tank are visible. Otherwise you may void your warranty.
· Consider reducing the temperature on your water tank.
· Consider installing a low-flow shower head.
The contents of this page are from 

http://www.climatecrisis.net/takeaction/whatyoucando/index2.html . 
















Thank you for helping!
J. Sayrs EBTCS 2008

