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University of Washington 
Near Eastern Languages and Civilization 

 
Introduction to Hebrew Literature 

 
HEBR 451 

 
 

Professor Naomi Sokoloff 
Phone: 206-543-7145 
e-mail: naosok@u.washington.edu 
 
Course Description 
 

 
This course covers Hebrew literary texts and analysis, with continued emphasis on 
grammar and composition.  Review of language skills and dictionary work is included in 
each unit to reinforce the students’ knowledge of Hebrew and to foster improved 
competence in their reading, discussion and writing about the literature. 
 
The focus this quarter will be on texts that deal with Jerusalem. The literary selections 
will come primarily from modern poetry and short prose pieces, but will also include 
biblical passages, medieval poetry, and popular song. Among the writers covered: 
Yehuda Amichai, Amos Oz, S.Y. Agnon, Naomi Shemer, Shulamit Hareven. 
 
Prerequisite: HEBREW 423 (intermediate modern Hebrew) or permission of instructor. 
 
 
Required Texts 
 

Hila Kobliner, Dalia Roth, and Goni Tishler, Ivrit biyrhusalayim: Milah basel‘a 
and Avnei safah (Akademon: Jerusalem 1996). 
 
A good dictionary. Alcalay is expensive but a worthwhile investment. Also good: 
the Oxford English-Hebrew Dictionary, for help when writing essays. 
 

Recommended Texts 
 
 A verb table, such as Shmuel Bolotzsky’s 501 Hebrew Verbs. 
 
 
 
Student Responsibilities, Assignments and Grading Policies 

 
1. There will be one take-home essay exam covering literary topics. It will 

consist of three 750-1250 word essays (3-5 standard pages). One of the essays 
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must be written in Hebrew. The exam questions will be distributed at midterm 
and the essays must be completed by the end of the quarter. Handwritten work 
in Hebrew is fine, but in that case, double space! You may go to the Language 
Learning Center and use their equipment if you wish to try word-processing in 
Hebrew. 

 
2. There will be a midterm and a final of equal weight, covering grammar, 

vocabulary, reading and listening comprehension. 
 

3. Class participation is expected of all students. Remember that the exams will 
include material not covered in the textbook. The instructor may assign 
written homework or in-class exercises to be turned in. These will count 
toward class participation. 

 
4. Final grades will be reckoned as follows: 

 
Midterm: 20% 
Final: 20 
Take-home: 50% 
Class participation: 10% 

 
 
 
*If you would like to request academic accommodations due to a disability, please 
contact Disable Student Services, 448 Schmitz, 206-543-892..  If you have a letter from 
Disabled Student Services indicating you have a disability that requires academic 
accommodations, please present the letter to the instructor and discuss the 
accommodations you might need for class. 
 
*Students should keep a copy of each graded assignment. This is very useful if for any 
reason an instructor’s records get lost or damaged, or if students have questions about 
calculation of grades. Protect yourself and keep your work. Students should also keep a 
copy of this syllabus. 
 
 
 
STUDENT CONTRACT: 
 
By enrolling in this class students make a commitment to regular attendance and class 
participation. Continued enrollment signifies that they have received a copy of this 
syllabus and that they have been notified of the requirements and grading policies for the 
course. 
 
In cases of academic misconduct, such as plagiarism or receiving inappropriate assistance 
on assignments, the offending students will be penalized in accordance with the policy of 
the College of Arts and Sciences. 


