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WELCOME TO NELC! 
elcome to the Department of Near 
Eastern Languages and Civilization 

at the University of Washington. Under    
taking graduate work in any program  
requires organization, timeliness, and a   
pro-active nature. It also requires that 
you be in regular communication with    
both the Departmentõs Graduate        

Program Coordinator and the members of your Supervisory 
Committee. Since adjusting to graduate student life can 
sometimes feel daunting, we have assembled this handbook 
to make your life easier. In it you will find information     
concerning graduate advising, departmental and Graduate 
School requirements and procedures, and available            
fellowships and assistantships. This information will help you 
to set up your Supervisory Committee, to schedule your   
exams appropriately, and to make the most out of our       
research facilities. We want your studies with us to be as   
productive and rewarding as possible, so if there is anything 
we can do to facilitate your success, please do not hesitate to 
ask. 

 

Best, 

Scott Noegel*  

Professor and Chair 

*Prof. Noegel will be on sabbatical until Autumn 2012 

W  
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Chair (on sabbatical until Autumn 2012) 
Professor Scott Noegel | snoegel@uw.edu 
229B Denny Hall 
206.543.3606 

NELC Graduate Program Coordinator 
Professor Selim Kuru | selims@uw.edu 
M25 Denny Hall 
206.543.0697 

NELC Graduate Program Advisor 
neareast@uw.edu 
229 Denny Hall 
206.543.6033 

Administrator  
Ourania Abell | ourania@uw.edu 
229C Denny Hall 
206.543.0475 

Near East Library 
Mary St. Germain | marys@uw.edu 
Suzzallo and Allen Libraries 
www.lib.washington.edu/subject/NearEast/ 

UW INFO 
206.897.INFO (4636) 

UW Police (non-emergency)     
206.685.UWPD (8973) 

UW Violence Prevention & Response 
206.685.SAFE (7233) 

Language Learning Center 
108 Denny Hall 
206.543.0536 
http://depts.washington.edu/llc/ 

Office of Fellowships & Assistantships 
The Graduate School | Box 353770  
206.543.5900 | gradappt@uw.edu 

The Graduate School 
G-1 Communications Building 
206.543.5900 | Box 353770  
http://www.grad.washington.edu/ 

The Graduate Opportunities & Minority 
Achievement Program (GO-Map) 
G-1 Communications Building Suite 034   
206.543.9016 |Box 353770| gomap@uw.edu 
http://www.grad.washington.edu/gomap 

Graduate and Professional Student Senate 
http://www.gpss.washington.edu/ 

Office of Student Financial Aid 
105 Schmitz Hall | Box 355880  
206.543.6101 | osfa@uw.edu  
http://www.washington.edu/students/osfa/ 

International Scholars Office (ISO)  
239 Gerberding Hall 
206.685.8847  
http://depts.washington.edu/uwiso 

International Programs and Exchanges 
459 Schmitz Hall  
206.221.4404 | ipe@uw.edu 
http://ipe.washington.edu/ 

Middle East Center 
225 Thomson 
206.543.4227  
http://jsis.washington.edu/mideast/ 

Jewish Studies Program 
417 Thomson Hall  
206.543.0138  
http://jsis.washington.edu/jewish/ 

Student Housing Affairs (Off-Campus) 
Condon Hall, Room 218  
206.543.8997 
http://housing.asuw.org/ 

Housing and Food Service (On-Campus) 
http://hfs.washington.edu/ 

Hall Health 
315 East Stevens Circle  
206.685.1101 
http://depts.washington.edu/hhpccweb/ 

Center for Career Services 
134 Mary Gates Hall  
206.543.0535 
http://careers.washington.edu/GradStudents 

 

DIRECTORY AND UW RESOURCES 
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*Andrews, Walter G. (Research Professor), Ph.D., 1970, Michigan; Turkish language and Literature, 
Ottoman Turkish. 

Bacharach, Jere L. (Professor Emeritus), Ph.D., 1967, Michigan; History of the Middle East, Islamic 
History. 

*Clauss, Jim (Classics, Adjunct Professor NELC), Ph.D., 1983, California (Berkeley); Hellenistic      
Literature. 

*Cirtautas, Ilse D. (Professor), Ph.D., 1958, Hamburg; Turkic languages and literatures. 

*DeYoung, Terri L. (Associate Professor), Ph.D., 1988, California (Berkeley); Arabic language and  
literature. 

*Elkhafaifi, Hussein (Associate Professor), Ph.D., 1985, University of Utah; Arabic language, language 
pedagogy, listening comprehension, language policy, language planning in North Africa and the Arab    
Middle East. 

Heer, Nicholas, L. (Professor Emeritus), Ph.D., 1955, Princeton; Arabic language and literature, Islamic 
theology and philosophy. 

*Jaffee, Martin S. (Jackson School, Adjunct Professor NELC), Ph.D., 1980, Brown; History of Judaism 
and Late Antiquity, methods of study in religion. 

*Kasaba, Resat (Jackson School, Adjunct Professor NELC), Ph.D., 1986, State University of New York 
at Binghamton; Sociology. 

*Kuru, Selim (Associate Professor), Ph.D., 2000, Harvard; Turkish language and literature, Ottoman 
Turkish. 

*Lopez, Shaun (History, Adjunct Assistant Professor NELC), Ph.D., 2004, Michigan; Modern Middle 
East and North Africa. 

MacKay, Pierre A. (Professor Emeritus), Ph.D., 1964, California (Berkeley); Topography of the Near 
East, Ottoman Turkish, and Classical Arabic literatures. 

*Noegel, Scott (Chair; Professor), Ph.D., 1995, Cornell; Biblical Hebrew, ancient Near Eastern        
languages and cultures. 

*Osanloo, Arzoo (Anthropology, Adjunct Assistant Professor NELC), Ph.D., 2002, Stanford; Cultural 
and social anthropology. 

*Schuyler, Philip (Music/Ethnomusicology, Adjunct Professor NELC), Ph.D., 1979, Washington; 
North African music and cultures, ethnography of performance, contemporary art and music in the U.S. 

*Sokoloff, Naomi B. (Professor), Ph.D., 1980, Princeton; Hebrew language and literature. 

*Walker, Joel (History; Adjunct Associate Professor NELC), Ph.D., 1997, Princeton, History and    
Archaeology of the Near East in Late Antiquity. 

*Williams, Michael (Professor, NELC and Jackson School of International Studies), Ph.D., 1977,    
Harvard; Early Christianity and religions of antiquity, Coptic language. 

Ziadeh, Farhat J. (Professor Emeritus), LL.B., 1940, London; Arabic language and literature, Islamic law 
and institutions. 

*Denotes Graduate Faculty 

NELC FACULTY 
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he Near East is a region of critical importance. As its many nations 
continue to play pivotal roles on the world stage, the need for firm 

knowledge about Near Eastern languages and cultures becomes more evident. 
These languages and cultures are our specialty. Indeed, in NELC one 
can find experts in Arabic, Hebrew (ancient and modern), Persian, 
Turkish, Egyptian (hieroglyphic and Coptic), and the languages of   
Central Asia. Our courses offer great breadth, in terms of the number 
of different languages taught, and great depth, in terms of the historical 
range our courses cover (from ancient to medieval to modern periods). 
In NELC one also can find topical courses on the prophet Muhammad 
and early Islam, Sufi literature, biblical texts in translation, and the tales 
of the 1001 Nights. One can learn about the peoples of the Silk Road, 
Israeli identities, early Christianity, Turkish poetry, Islamic Law, the 
Dead Sea Scrolls, and much more. 

ABOUT NELC 

T  
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GRADUATE ADVISING 

or technical advice on administrative procedures and requirements, 
contact the Graduate Program Advisor (GPA) at                

neareast@uw.edu or 206.543.6033. For any questions regarding 
academic procedures and requirements, or any general concerns 
you may have, please contact the Graduate Program Coordinator 
(GPC), Professor Selim Kuru at selims@uw.edu or 
206.543.0697 

Please keep in good communication with both the Graduate      
Program Advisor and the Graduate Program Coordinator. It is   
crucial that they are informed of exam dates, study abroad dates, 
graduation plans, and any other information affecting your status 
and/or progress in the program. They want to assist you and make 
your studies in NELC as successful as possible, and to do so, they 
must be informed. 

F 
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APPENDIX C: 
OPTIONAL MA THESIS OUTLINE COVER SHEET   
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NELC GEOGRAPHY 
¶ The NELC Main Office* is located in 229 Denny Hall. NELC graduate students have 

a mailbox located here. Please check your mailbox regularly for materials and event 
information not received via e-mail. Posted in the hall outside of NELC are news   
announcements, events, study abroad opportunities, scholarships, fellowships, calls for 
papers, and job listings. (*The NELC Main Office is also referred to as simply the 
òNELC Officeó at times throughout this handbook.) 

¶ The Graduate Student Lounge is located in 215A Denny Hall and has couches and 
tables for studying. There is a refrigerator, coffee maker, and microwave available for 
graduate students. To access the lounge, you must check out a key from the Graduate 
Program Advisor which must be returned before you graduate. 

¶ The NELC Library, located in 215 Denny Hall, has NELC reference books, faculty 
publications, and the Pierre MacKay Collection, which includes resources on the   
Ottoman Empire and Medieval Islamic History. The Library is available for use when 
there is not a prior scheduled arrangement. Please come to the NELC office and check 
out the key if you would like to access the library. The library can be reserved to take 
NELC Master exams. 

¶ Suzzallo Library has a section dedicated to Near Eastern resources, texts, and    
databases. Mary St. Germain (marys@uw.edu) is the librarian for this collection. 
Many of the databases may also be accessed through: 

 

 www.lib.washington.edu/Subject/NearEast/  
 

¶ The Language Learning Center (LLC) offers resources such as audio and computer 
software to aid students in language acquisition. The LLC is located on the first floor of 
Denny Hall.  

¶ Computer usage is available for graduate students in the Teaching Assistant and  Grad-
uate Student Office, Cunningham 208, and the Language Learning Center.   Wireless 
access is available in Denny Hall and there are DSL connections in the  Graduate 
Lounge. 

¶ Graduate student offices are located in Cunningham 208. Cunningham 208 has spaces 
for NELC graduate students to share. Since these spaces are shared, be sure to work 
with your office-mates in coordinating computer use and office hours. There is one 
phone in Cunningham 208. You will receive keys from the Program Advisor, one key 
for each of the following: your assigned office, and the Lounge (Denny 215A). (Keys 
must be returned at the end of the quarter or year that you finish teaching.) 

¶ The Center for Learning and Undergraduate Enrichment (CLUE) offers drop-in      
tutoring for many subjects. You may want to suggest that your students utilize the 
Center for Arabic, Hebrew, Persian, or writing tutoring. All CLUE sessions are 
housed in Mary Gates Hall Commons and Gateway Center (MGH 171). See their  
website for specific times for each subject: 

 

 http://depts.washington.edu/clue  
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I. The M.A. SUPERVISORY COMMITTEE: As early as possible, but no later than the 
end of the 3rd quarter of study, students should select a Supervisory Committee. The 
Committee must consist of two graduate faculty members (graduate faculty are listed on 
page 28) and may have an optional 3rd member. The Chair of the Committee must be 
graduate faculty from NELC, while the 2nd member may be NELC or adjunct graduate 
faculty. The optional 3rd member may be another graduate faculty or a lecturer from 
any department. Please keep in mind that the faculty member who designs the M.A. 
exam in the Second Near Eastern Language is a member of the studentõs M.A.          
Supervisory Committee. It is strongly recommended that graduate students have      
instructors on their committees who teach the first and second Near Eastern languages 
they are studying. Students must seek each faculty memberõs agreement to serve on the 
Committee and must obtain written confirmation of  willingness to serve. A list of  
committee members, along with the written confirmation will be recorded on the 
Graduate Student Checklist Form and be placed in studentsõ files in the main    
office. Students must meet this expectation or must have  successfully petitioned the 
NELC GPC for a deadline extension by the end of the third quarter. Any changes to the 
Committee require written confirmation as soon as possible and no later than the      
beginning of the quarter in which students will take their exams. Before making any big 
decisions like applying for graduation, going on-leave, etc., please check in with the 
Chair of your committee first and then check in with the GPA and GPC. 

II. ANNUAL REVIEW: A Review Committee consisting of the NELC Graduate Program 
Coordinator, the Chair of the Department, and a NELC representative from the       
studentõs M.A. Committee will meet in the spring of every year to review the progress 
of each student in the M.A. Program on the Annual Review of Graduate Student 
Progress Form. Every Spring quarter, students must compile a written progress report 
for the Committeeõs consideration. As early as possible, students should identify all of 
the languages they will be examined in for the M.A. degree, including the research    
language. This decision must be made in consultation with the Supervisory Committee 
and stated in the Annual Review. A copy of the Annual Review will be kept in the    
studentsõ files. 

III. READING LISTS: A reading list serves as a guideline for students preparing for exams. 
These lists will include readings covered in the studentsõ coursework, plus additional 
material. Students should begin compiling reading lists, in consultation with their     
Supervisory Committee, as early as possible. The reading lists serve as guidelines for 
students preparing for the general exam. The reading lists must be finalized ten weeks 
before the exam. The approved lists will be placed in the studentsõ files.  

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 
NELC MASTER OF ARTS 

Below are the NELC guidelines for completing the M.A. Program. Normally, this 
can be completed within two years. Deviations from these guidelines need       
approval from your M.A. Supervisory Committee as well as the NELC Faculty. 
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APPENDIX B: 
ANNUAL REVIEW OF GRADUATE STUDENT PROGRESS   
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IV. EXAMINATIONS: The scheduling of the exams is by agreement of the examiners and 
students. The M.A. exams are normally scheduled for studentsõ final quarter of M.A. 
study; however, the faculty may accept petitions for earlier examinations. Studentsõ 
Supervisory Committees will determine the format of each exam and will notify       
students of the format in writing no later than three weeks prior to the exam. Students 
will sign this notice and it will be placed in their file. Students are strongly encouraged 
to consult with the Graduate Program Coordinator to obtain a more specific sense of 
what will be expected of them on exams and ask any questions about the exam       
guidelines.  

Teaching Assistants are released from teaching assignments and graduate students are not 
expected to attend classes on the days of their examinations. If a student fails an         
examination, then he or she may retake it only once, either in the same quarter or later. 
All M.A. examination questions and answers will be placed on file in the NELC Main 
Office. These will be available for all students and faculty to review. 

The Concentration and Second Near Eastern Language exams must be completed      
before the student goes on to the General Culture of the Near East Exam and the    
Specialization Exam. However, the order in which these two language exams are taken is 
at the discretion of the Supervisory Committee. If students take exams to satisfy the 
requirements, then the exam could take up to two hours and must be on-campus (not a 
take-home or email exam). 

1. The Concentration Near Eastern Language Exam: Students must          
demonstrate knowledge at an advanced level of a Near East language. Students 
must pass an exam or complete a third year series of NELC UW courses with   
satisfactory progress (at the end of Spring quarter, your average for all three classes 
must be at least 3.5 or you will need to take an exam). If students take language 
courses at other institutions, then the exam must be taken to demonstrate language 
ability.  

2. The Second Near Eastern Language Exam: Students must demonstrate 
knowledge at an intermediate level in a second Near East language. Students must 
pass an exam or complete a second year series of NELC UW courses with        
satisfactory progress (at the end of Spring quarter, your average for all three classes 
must be at least 3.5 or you will need to take an exam). If students take language 
courses at another institution, then they will consult with the Department Chair to 
ascertain whether the grades received at the other institution warrant an additional 
exam. Students may study a language not offered through NELC, if it is related to 
the field of concentration and is approved by their Committee and the              
Departmental faculty.�� 

3. The Research Language Exam: Students must demonstrate a reading      
knowledge of a research language that is pertinent to the research in their area of 
study (French, German, etc). Students must pass an exam or complete the first 
year series of UW courses with satisfactory progress (at the end of Spring quarter, 
your average for all three classes must be at least 3.5 or you will need to take an 
exam). If students take language courses at another institution, then they will   


