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Decoration on a pulpit, 15th century, Cairo. Photo by Caroline Williams

Islamic religious ornament, unlike much Western religious art, is
non-figural and non-iconic. It is based on abstract patterns
(arabesques and geometric design) and calligraphy. It nevertheless
conveys deep spiritual meaning.

CAROLINE WILLIAMS, with graduate degrees in Islamic history and art, has
contemplated the varieties of Islamic ornament in all major Muslim countries
except Indonesia. Her publications include Islamic Monuments in Cairo: The
Practical Guide (Cairo and New York: The American University in Cairo Press,
2008,).

For more information contact ARCE Northwest via email at nw.arce@gmail.com or visit our website at www.arce-nw.com

A R=CE

THE AMERICAN RESEARCH CENTER IN EGYPT ﬁ

i The Northwest Chapter
ti# The Middle East Center - Q
: Henry M. Jackson School of Intemational Studies \/ fvilizati

YW UNIVERSITY of WASHINGTON

The Middle East Center's sponsorship of this event does not imply that the Center endorses the content of the event.




