
doing weird science and doing science weirdly 
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natural 
systems!

synthetic 
systems!

Historical contingencies constrain innovation 

Dorit, Am Sci  2011 (adapted from Raup, 1966) 

Nicolle Rager Fuller, NSF 



To solve current and future 
challenges, we need access 
to all of  design space… 

and we cannot access our 
full creative powers from 
inside our comfort zones. 
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Exploring other institutions to see mine more clearly 
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Every time we speak of  the “institution” as 
other than “us,” we disavow our role in the 
creation and perpetuation of  its conditions. 
We avoid responsibility for, or action 
against, the everyday complicities, 
compromises, and censorship—above all, 
self-censorship— which are driven by our 
own interests in the field and the benefits 
we derive from it…. It’s not a question of  
being against the institution: We are the 
institution. It’s a question of  what kind of  
institution we are, what kind of  values we 
institutionalize, what forms of  practice we 
reward, and what kinds of  rewards we 
aspire to…. 
 

-Excerpt from Andrea Fraser, From the Critique of  
Institutions to an Institution of  Critique (2005) 



We need to change where power and 
value reside & how they are conferred  

We have to find ways to increase the 
diversity of  voices being heard 
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Seeing the culture and production of  science from a new perspective 



Your classmates are your 
world, your future will be 
like this now, as you 
relate to your present, 
you will relate to your 
future, recognize your 
weakness and do 
something about it.  
 

–excerpt from  
Thek syllabus, 1978 

Paul Thek, Untitled (Butterflies), 1988 
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