
NOPREN Meeting Minutes

November 29, 2010

11:00-2:00 pm

Health Promotion Research Center Large Conference Room
In attendance:  Allen Cheadle, Branden Born, Brian Saelens, Claire Lane, Deborah Allen, Donna Johnson, Erin MacDougall, Kirsten Frandsen, Laurie Anderson, Marilyn Sitaker, Nadiya Beckwith-Stanley, Patricia Lichiello, Tricia Kovacs, 
Staff:  Mary Podrabsky 
Guests and Students: Bridget Igoe, Elizabeth Payne, Mollie Grow, Shannon Petz

Absent:  Anne Vernez-Moudon, , Chris Hawkins, Donna Oberg, Jeff Harris, Laurie Ringaert, Linda Stone, Laura Hitchcock, Mark Doescher, Nadine Chan, Pablo Monsivais, Vic Colman
1.) Introductions

The meeting was convened at 11:00 am by Donna Johnson, and introductions were made.
2.) Policy Models and Frameworks
Donna provided a brief orientation to models and frameworks and their use in nutrition and obesity policy evaluation and research (slides available on NOPREN website: http://depts.washington.edu/nopren ).

Marilyn Sitaker presented the DHPE (Directors of Health Promotion Education) Policy Stages Framework and the Kingdon/Multiple Streams Model and discussed how they are being used at DOH to evaluate Healthy Communities activities (slides available on NOPREN website: http://depts.washington.edu/nopren ).
Discussion:

· The idea of using the evaluation model presented by Marilyn as a tool for ongoing monitoring of the implementation of Local Farms, Healthy Kids was raised by Erin. Tricia pointed out the difficulty of capturing this kind of information from communities who are not receiving funding and are not required to report.

· Marilyn indicated that between the two models, the Kingdon/Multiple Streams Model seems to resonate best with people who have been doing this kind of policy work for awhile and the DHPE Policy Stages Framework better captures NPAO Healthy Communities work.

· Erin raised the point that the models don’t connect different policy systems – for example the intersection of poverty and access to healthy foods.  The article that was distributed to NOPREN members on Quebec’s Tobacco Act (Breton, E – Social Science and Medicine  67(2008) 1679-1689), includes references to complex systems, network models and policy development.
· The idea was raised of developing a template for use in developing policy briefs.

Donna provided an introduction to the Advocacy Coalition Framework (ACF). Elizabeth Payne presented information about the application of ACF in the NOPREN research project and Mollie Grow presented on the application of ACF to school Physical Activity/Physical Education policies. (all slides available on NOPREN website:  http://depts.washington.edu/nopren)
3.)  Workgroup Sessions

After the presentations, the three workgroups convened for approximately 30 minutes.  Following is a brief summary of their meeting discussions:

Food Policy Feasibility Group:  The discussion focused on the relationship of this work to the work of the new Washington State Food Policy Forum.  There is interest in figuring out how this work can inform and/or align with the work of the new Forum. A subsequent meeting of this workgroup will be scheduled before the end of December to continue the discussion and determine next steps.

Restaurants and Public Health: The group discussed next steps for the pilot project research. In addition to it being used for Elizabeth Payne’s thesis, there is interest in a publication. The group discussed how members of the workgroup would like to be involved in that process.

Rural Food Assessment:  The group discussed the many unanswered questions that exist about the rural food system. They agreed that urban constructs and applications for defining and assessing the rural food system are not always applicable. Stevens County was a focal point of discussion as there may be interest there to participate in a mini-assessment or survey to explore the questions of "what we don't know" when it comes to assessing rural food and what methods are germane and feasible. A literature review and pooling of knowledge and resources was suggested as an immediate action plan.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 pm.
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