NOPRN Meeting Minutes
December 8, 2009

9:00-11:00 am

HPRC Conference Room

In attendance:  Allen Cheadle, Anne Vernez-Moudon, Brian Saelens, Claire Lane, Deborah Allen, Donna Johnson, Elizabeth Payne, Erin MacDougall, Jeff Harris, Kirsten Frandsen, Linda Stone, Marilyn Sitaker, Mark Doescher, Pablo Monsivais, Patricia Lichiello, Tricia Kovacs, Victor Colman (by phone)
Staff:  Mary Podrabsky

Absent:  Branden Born, Donna Oberg
1.)  The meeting was convened at 9:00 am by Donna Johnson, and introductions were made.

2.)  Donna presented an overview of National and State NOPRN (Powerpoint slides distributed via email)

3.)  Mark Doescher gave a brief overview of how the Physical Activity Policy Research Network (PAPRN) worked:
· Conducted a mapping process with significance and feasibility correlations (3 mos)
· Did not conduct pilots, all network members worked together on one project and generalized the work across several sites

· 3 case studies:  trail development; active transport to schools; state-level PE policy

· Lack of quantitative data may have made PAPRN less fundable later on
4.) Washington NOPRN Pilot Projects

· Donna, Kirsten Frandsen, Brian Saelens and Deborah Allen presented a brief description of restaurant policy initiatives in Tacoma, Pierce, King and Thurston County public health agencies

· The Washington NOPRN pilot project will be 3 case studies that take advantage of cutting edge work occurring in Thurston, King and Pierce Counties around restaurant menu labeling and healthy menu options

· Our pilot project will not limit what we do as a network

5.) General discussion about focus of NOPRN activities
· National policy impact-timing is good to influence important legislation-including Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization (school nutrition, CACFP, afterschool programs) and soda tax
· vision of smaller groups breaking out in interest areas-looking at specific policy research areas
6.) What leadership would like out of NOPRN
M. Sitaker
· evaluate natural experiments in the state (for ex. Achieve and Healthy Communities grants/projects)
· develop the skills, knowledge, concepts and people power necessary to build on existing state-level evaluation structure and carry out evaluation

· address data quality and data literacy issues
· help to determine the minimal set of data that the state could reliably provide to local counties and train them on evaluation opportunities

E. Payne

· understand concepts of how policy gets developed and implemented
· opportunity to work with a collaborative group representing diverse areas

M. Doescher

· address specific issues that are directly relevant to policy makers
· identify which policies have the most “bang for the buck” and get information about them to policy makers

T. Kovacs

· Farm to School program was developed as a direct result of successful policy implementation.  Would like to be able to answer questions like “why should we bring local food into schools?” and “is it useful to teach kids about growing food?”-by learning what’s being done and identifying/using accurate methods for measuring impact
J. Harris

· want to see this succeed
· identify more intelligent approaches to implement changes in workplace settings-broader approach to things we can affect like omnibus contracts for vending

A. Cheadle

· want to see this network succeed
· understand the “stream” of how policies are enacted and implemented
D. Allen
· recommendations/consensus around issues that can be useful for grantwriting

A. Vernez-Moudon

· one or two (national or local) “anchor” projects that start immediately
E. MacDougall
· opportunity to work with all different perspectives of nutrition and food policy through a wholistically-critical lens (no silos).

· use updated communication tools for this network to supplement the 4X/year face-to-face meetings.  Need real-time sharing methods and a means of tracking our accomplishments over time and organizing materials in a central location
B. Saelens

· understand which policies have the biggest impact (positive and negative)

K. Frandsen

· understand what are successful steps for policy development-how to work/communicate with policy makers and organize ourselves

· clearly document outcomes tied to what’s being funded now

· embark on a project that has a good chance of being successful-build on what is known

V. Colman

· using this group to help when rapid response to policy makers is needed 

· on front-end: look for opportunities to build evaluation into policy proposals

· on back end: communicate results back to policy makers

L. Stone

· take stock of what’s going on and build a case for the future-figure out what works and move those activities forward.  For example, $85 has been appropriated to feed children during the summer, we should catalog and evaluate these programs
C. Lane

· support efforts to save current programs by building evidence for them-it’s a “brutal time” to bring up new ideas
· take programs from small communities and try on a larger scale and conversely, take what is going on in large communities and make relevant at smaller community level

P. Lichiello

· use the network to help frame policy and evaluation questions that will inform research
· utilize communication approaches that are effective with policy makers

P. Monsivais

· understand the processes of formulating policy using robust knowledge and methods, and conducting studies that anticipate what we think we’ll need to know about the impact of the policy
· incorporate an economic overlay to everything we want to do

7.)  Next Steps

· Additional Partners: Jill McClusky, Professor from the WSU School of Economic Sciences, WA State Budget and Policy Center
· Quarterly meetings:  will try to piggyback on speakers who will be here on campus or elsewhere-next meeting to be scheduled around March, 2010.  Leadership group is asked to be aware of opportunities to coordinate with speakers they are aware of and communicate them to Mary and Donna.

· send roster of Washington NOPRN to all members

· send Powerpoint presentation to all members

· goal is to coalesce around a specific project before our next meeting.  Leadership group is asked to send specific research ideas.  A survey will be sent out to collect project ideas and prioritize the top three

· preliminary research thoughts

· focus on tax issues-sugar sweetened beverages:  part of health care reform to pay for health care at national level-not sure of the interplay between federal and local initiatives
· access to nutrition resources for children in the summer

Meeting Adjourned 11:00 am
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