UW NOPREN Meeting Minutes

December 9, 2011  2:00-5:00pm

Health Promotion Research Center Large Conference Room



In attendance:  Donna Johnson (chair), Nadiya Beckwith-Stanley, Branden Born, Vic Colman, Jennifer Trott, Tricia Kovacs, Claire Lane, Patricia Lichiello, Erin MacDougall, Brian Saelens, Marilyn Sitaker, Deborah Allen (phone), Laurie Hitchcock (phone), Amy Ellings (phone), Rebecca Seguin (phone), Dennis McDermot (Dept. of Health), Emilee Quinn (staff)
Excused: Allen Cheadle, Nadine Chan, Mark Doescher, Jeffrey Harris, Laurie Ringaert
1) Introductions & Welcome
The meeting was convened at 2:00pm by Donna Johnson.  All participants introduced themselves to the group.  Two participated for the first time:  1) Rebecca Seguin, Staff Scientist at Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center where her work focuses on food policy and environments, especially in rural areas, and 2) Jennifer Trott, Associate Director of Childhood Obesity Prevention Coalition, who has been working on the Soda Free Sundays campaign aiming to promote incremental changes related to consumption of sugary beverages in King Co.
Donna reviewed the purpose of the meeting: to begin preparing for the NOPREN grant renewal under the assumption that there will be limited time to prepare the application after the presumed announcement.  Also, the UW NOPREN Evaluation findings indicate that members would like to hear more about each others’ research and policy efforts. 
Finally, Donna reviewed the national NOPREN site model (http://www.nopren.org/) and some information about the national workgroups to describe the range of efforts that make up the work of NOPREN across the country.
2) UW NOPREN Project Updates

a. Rural Food Access Workgroup.  Following the work conducted by Bridget Igoe, Donna and Joe Sharkey of Texas A&M have convened two calls with researchers across the country interested in rural food access issues.  The group has discussed using a concept mapping approach to develop a conceptual model on rural food access and then conduct case studies on policy efforts relating to aspects of the model.  All interested UW NOPREN members are welcome to join this group.
b. Local Farms Healthy Kids Paper.  Thanks to all members who have helped to write and review the paper describing multisectoral approaches to nutrition policy development (with environment and agriculture), using the 2008 Local Farms Healthy Kids legislation as a case study.  This article will be submitted for publication in the Journal of Public Health Policy.
c. WA Healthy Food Access Policy Feasibility Study.  All survey and interview data collection is complete for this study (presented at the last meeting).  Donna and Emilee are in the process of writing up the study for publication and plan to submit by early 2012.
d. Local Restaurant Policy Paper.  Donna presented the UW NOPREN restaurant policy development study on three local health jurisdictions at the APHA meeting in October.  She is now in the process of writing a paper on the study to include in the NOPREN supplement in the American Journal of Preventive Medicine.
3) Department of Health Nielsen/Claritas Data Opportunity
Dennis McDermot works at the Dept. of Health as a Research Investigator.  DOH has received access, through the Directors of Health Promotion and Education (DHPE), to a Nielsen data set for one year.  He shared slides describing the data set and several ways of combining data with other data sets (e.g., American Community Survey) to study questions of healthy food access.  Data are collected through consumer and business surveys.  There are a fair number of unknowns about the data sample and reliability, which Dennis sees as the biggest issue related to use of the data.  The data do present windows into new ways of asking questions related to healthy food access, however (e.g., supply/demand ratios).  (See UW NOPREN website for presentation slide deck.)
Discussion/Questions from the group:

· Use of SNAP benefits is not distinguished from cash purchases in the data set.
· Interest in whether farmers markets and/or tobacco are included in the data set.  (Dennis to check)

· Although there are questions about size of data samples, etc., the Ohio Dept. of Health has made use of the data and the CDC sees value in providing the data to states.
· Some indicators included in the data: preference for packaged/prepared food, preference for cooking own food  

· Dennis shared a slide describing Nielsen’s 66 categories of consumers, which were of great interest to the group.

Next Step:  UW NOPREN will convene a subgroup of interested members to continue this discussion.  (Data set available until June)
4) UW NOPREN Member Presentation: Brian Saelens
Brian presented on four studies (See UW NOPREN website for presentation slide deck):

· Neighborhood Impact on Kids and Adults:
· Nutrition labeling project
· Travel Assessment and Community (TRAC)
· Assessment of Regional Community & Health (ARCH)
5) UW NOPREN Member Presentation: Vic Colman

Vic and Jennifer Trott reviewed the Childhood Obesity Prevention Coalition (COPC) legislative priorities.  (See UW NOPREN website for Policy Platform summary.)  COPC first officially formed in 2007 and has developed such policy agendas since 2009.  Vic noted that efforts are not focusing on legislative efforts alone, but also other forms of policymaking (e.g., rule development), and that policy priorities reflect both breadth and depth.  The economic climate presents obvious challenges.  Vic noted that the question remains whether stakeholders are truly “building a movement.”  In the past, the focus has been on “grass tops” and has now started to move toward “grass roots.”
6) Discussion re: UW NOPREN Research Interests

The group brainstormed a number of topics relevant to nutrition policy development that may be of interest to UW NOPREN for future research or exploration, including:

· Rural food

· Norms

· Ideas related to economic climate:

· Evolving connections made between economic climate and health care costs
· In current economic climate, what is seen as most important?

· Natural experiment opportunities as the safety net has been erodes due to cuts

· Decay and risk of decay for demand

· Policies related to democracy and how that connects to health/policy efforts 
· Capturing and describing movement shifts
· Capturing the context for these shifts

· “Riding the crest” and “tipping points” (e.g., farm-to-school, Get Around car sharing)

· The idea of “readiness” (markers and intermediate metrics to take the pulse)

· Competencies for doing policy work 

· Knowledge and awareness

· The work communities are doing

· Assessments such as the one conducted by Got Green

· Approach: Baseline and then later?  Mapping differences across state?

· Systems modeling – possibly selecting institutional systems that are significant, but not too large (transportation may be too large):
· Schools (could explore the process of embracing school nutrition, supporting changes in individuals and in markets, what is stopping change, differences in approaches and progress on specific issues such as SSBs)

· Hospitals
7) Closing
The meeting was adjourned at 5:15pm.

ACTION ITEMS:
	Item
	Person Responsible

	1. Contact Emilee if interested in participating in a subcommittee to continue discussions re: Nielsen data
	All

	2. Questions re: Nielsen data set: Are farmers markets and/or tobacco are included in the data set?  (Dennis to check)
	Dennis McDermot
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