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Abstract:

At this time, Japanese language education (JLE) in the U.S. appears to be entering a new
era. In an effort to determine the key factors in this change, I first review the changes in
the number of Japanese learners in the past in relation to the Japanese economy and a
variety of incidents in Japan and other parts of the world so that we can identify which
factors have greatly influenced enrollments in Japanese language courses. Next,
considering these and other factors, I claim that if measures are not taken, the number of
learners may continue to decrease. Finally, I present strategies to minimize declining
enrollments and suggest the direction that JLE should take in the U.S. in terms of
curriculum and course design, class activities, and teachers’ roles regarding such things
as motivation maintenance. Here, I refer to actual cases where effort is already underway
to stop enrollment decline.
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