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SHELLFISH SAFETY: Northwest investigators have
formed alliances with technology companies to
develop innovative tools for controlling shellfish
toxicity. PAGE 20

DATA MINING: Northwest researchers develop new
computer methods to search for nuggets of
knowledge in mountains of data. PAGE 24

BIOASTRONAUTICS:  Research on computer modeling
of human systems and small, “smart” medical devices
are the goals of researchers at the University of
Washington—a new member of the National Space
Biomedical Research Institute. PAGE 6

COVER STORY: Extracted from the empty shells of sea creatures, chitosan has been adapted for uses ranging
from pool cleaners and paper additives to cosmetics and medical implants. This story about a remarkable marine
polymer is the first in NWS&T’s two-part series on products from the sea. Cover photo: Vanson. PAGE 16

THE HUNT FOR RED SPRITES: What are these
mysterious light bursts that occur above some
thunderstorms? UW researchers attempt to lassoo a
sprite. PAGE 32


