
   

PROGRAM:   
YOU can go to college!  
 
OBJECTIVES:   
Provide 7th grade students with an opportunity to truly experience a college campus, which will 
help students realize that “Yes, YOU can go to college.” 
 
LOCATION:   
College Campus, with middle school orientation as part of the event preparation. 
 
DESCRIPTION:   
The Evergreen State College dedicates one week each spring to providing 450 GEAR UP 
seventh grade students a day for campus exploration.  During that week, 80 to 100 seventh grade 
students spend 5 hours on Evergreen Campus.  
General Details: 

1. For safety during the college visit, middle school students wear “identifiers”, which are t-
shirts with their middle school’s logo and GEAR UP logo. 

2. GEAR UP College Preparation Assistants (CPAs) help with event logistics and event 
presentations. 

3. A pre and post survey is completed by students. 
4. To assist with event preparation, college staff visits the middle schools and provide a 30-

minute orientation. 
5. The event highlights the year that the 7th graders will graduate from college. 
6. Students are also provided a Conference Folder that includes an agenda and other college 

materials, emphasizing “today you are a college student”. 
7. During the campus field trip, students are provided: an opportunity to Experience 

Science, a College Preparation Session, and a college tour (dorm tours wait until junior 
year, however).  This includes providing 7th grade students a classroom experience and 
lecture hall experience. 

 
IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE: 
Summer – The college and GEAR UP schools determine the budget for this event. 
End of Summer – The college schedules the 7th grade cohort week, reserving college 
auditoriums and rooms as part of this process, and informs GEAR UP schools.   
Fall – Middle schools schedule their day(s) for the college field trip. 
After Winter Break – The college begins recruiting college student, staff and faculty help for 
the week.  Lunch services are also arranged. 
Month prior to YOU Can Go to College! Week – Middle school staff begin to distribute sign-
up information and forms. 



   

PREPARATION ACTIVITIES: 
GEAR UP staff help prepare college staff and professors for middle school outreach, helping 
them meet the special needs of 7th grade students. 
Event preparation is provided at the middle schools.  It’s a game show led by college 
representatives.  This makes the event all the more meaningful to 7th grade students, because they 
recognize the “game show hosts” when they visit campus.  The game show also acquaints middle 
school students and staff with event expectations and what the day will look like. 
 

FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES: 
Event staff uses the students’ pre and post tests, along with input from middle school 
staff, during their event debrief.  This assists their planning for the next year. 
 
COSTS OR COST CONSIDERATIONS:  

1. GEAR UP staff for planning and implementation 
2. College and middle school staff providing event support 
3. Event Sign-Up Packets 
4. Event “Conference Packets” 
5. Event Lunch and Supplies 
6. Travel, provided by the schools 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Sample Event Flyer (next page) 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Larry Crowley      Ada Daniels 
Evergreen GEAR UP Ed. Specialist   Evergreen GEAR UP Ed. Specialist 
Oakville School District    Woodbrook Middle School 
crowlel@evergreen.edu    danielsa@evergreen.edu 
 
Carletta Garraway      Wendy Freeman, M.Ed. 
Evergreen GEAR UP Ed. Specialist   Acting Director 
Lochburn Middle School     The Evergreen State College 
carlettg@evergreen.edu    freemanw@evergreen.edu   
  
Website:  http://www.evergreen.edu/gearup/home.htm 



   

 


