
Lake U
nion Team

 B
             S

eattle O
pen S

pace 2100

LA
K

E U
N

IO
N

 STU
D

Y A
R

EA



Lake U
nion Team

 B
             S

eattle O
pen S

pace 2100
Ridge to Shore

Concept Summary
• The Lake Union concept uses two open space

  rings to promote awareness and stewardship of 
  the green spaces between the ridge line and waters 

  and opportunities.

Goals
• Create awareness of the sub basin and

  improve its quality
• Promote human social and wildlife habitats
• Establish a hierarchy of green infrastructure

  transportation.

Access

  access to water.

• 5 minute public transportation to a 

The Green Zone: 100% in 100 years!

• 100 years to achieve 100% contiguous green space in a private

on all development in the space over 100 years
• economically robust
• Natural and ecological vitality
• Equitable access to zone amenities by civic community

Implementation of this long term strategy and vision will occur via a 

be an area that has been incentives to meet its zone quality goals.
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Near Term Priorities 3-5 Years

1. Publish and promote vision 
a. Communicate vision community wide
b. On going marketing and education of ideals and value

3. Identify policy barriers to 100 year vision 
a. Near term changes to achieve

   consider banking surfaces for use elsewhere.
  2. pass residential construction incentives to promote 

   collection.
  3. Zoning changes to allow and increase urban   
   agriculture
  4. Initiate incentives for new private development to 
   utilize green technologies.

4. Identify and inventory properties in Green Zone.
a. Create a “watch” list of properties to bring under zone 

  1. NOAA

  3. Maclean Park and Trolley Hill Park
  4. AGC to Freemont trail connector
  5. Underwater park in Southeast Lake Union
  6. Sand and gravel property
  7. Northlake shipyard
  8. Lakeview sliding property

5. Identify Funding barriers and funding mechanisms

b. Consider LID for acquisition of green Zone    
  properties.

achieving the vision and to communicate successes.
a. Promote long term commitment
b. Promote near term and long term investment

Acquisition Strategy

• Address DNR’s current land management of Lake Union
  shore line 
  • Discuss applying 100 year goal of Zone Concept 
   going forward under DNR ownership.
  • Acquisition of property from DNR to Zone Body

• Build list and continue targeting over 100 years properties 
  of interest for public acquisition
  • List to be reviewed every 5 years and added to
  • Acquisitions of public lands will be based on   
   availability of funds property.

Funding Strategies

Funding strategies will be driven by the key idea that funding 
mechanisms that encourage and create opportunities for change or 

• Creative use of small neighborhood L.I.D.s

   Green Zone.

• T.I.F. ‘s
• Ecological compensation measures

• Levy’s from long term capitol campaign
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Early Goals

• Establish and strengthen connections

• Establish open space connections
• 100% contiguous around Lake Union /      

  shoreline

• Establish and develop urban villages
• identity

• Think Water

• Balance needs
• Resilient: natural and economical
• Continuity – Connections of neighborhoods
• Shoreline Access – More public use
• Stronger urban villages
• Green space connections

• Opportunity for personal food growth

Neighborhood Concept List

• Lake Union Hub

• Neighborhood Connections

• Loops / Rings

• Webs
• Development
• Open Space
• Habitat

• Regional Connections
• Urban Villages

• Multiple Business Cores

• Geography Reference

Themes

• Neighborhoods
• Connections
• Multi – functions
• Transformation

Sticky Issues

• How much shoreline can we publicly own?
• Zoning and land acquisition
• Level of public involvement
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Brainstorming

• Cohesive waterfront: developed and public use
• Increased local recreation
• Community appreciation of greenspace
• Decentralized energy and agriculture
• Neighborhood open spaces and recreation
• Housing variety
• Neighborhood energy production
• Water availability

• Woven together
• How will we think about greenspace? Our space? Sharing?
• Pocket: agriculture and habitat

• Emerald City

Combo?
• Value of large and small green spaces

• Water connections
• Increase density (Manhattan)

• Water edges open to all
• Connections: water / open space

• Interconnection of green space
• Preserve public assets
• Public interests / private

• Interconnected roof gardens
• Lake union as HUB center and visual connector
• Regional connections

• Hills and Valleys: People power on low lands

• Urban Villages
• Taller and Denser

Voted on Issues w/ stars

• Congestion *
• Water and air quality 
• Water and air quantity *
• Resource availability and conservation: natural and all  *
• Energy production : mono culture vs diverse **
• Noise  **
• Politics
• Public Involvement and stewardship  **
• Housing for all economic levels *
• Affordable and Fair
• Job base / types of industries
• Food Access Production   **
• Seismic
• Waste Management  *
• Transportation  *

• Zoning and land acquisition  ***
• Cultural and ethnic diversity   **
• Discontinuous Connections  *****
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Coordination

• Downtown
1. Westlake / Broad street
2. Light rail Westlake around Eastlake

5. Seattle Center as eco educational center

• Rainier Beach / Valley
1. Civic Plazas over lidded intersections

• Greenlake
1. Wallingford Ave. to Greenlake
2. Link interurban trail (Greenlake to Fremont to Stoneway)
3. Lid 99 

• University District

• Varied transportation and transit hubs

Rough Draft Concept Titles

• Urban Web

• Following the / our Water
• Connecting Our Communities


